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Introduction

Towards the end of 2020, several groups advocating against gender sensitive education and
the introduction of sexual education, integral to the analysis, became vocal in public discussions on
the new Primary Education Concept. The arguments put forward involved, for the first time, terms
like “gender ideology” and “gender indoctrination,” as a point of mobilization in the Macedonian
context. Although the Concept remained unaltered, the groups continued advocating against the
reforms voiced by women’s/feminists and LGBTIQ organizations regarding several laws and policies,
(such as the Law on Textbooks and Other Teaching and Didactic Materials and the Law on Civil
Registry) resulting with no amendments to date.

The mobilization of the groups occurred relatively swiftly. In almost no time, anti-gender
social network channels published, on a daily basis, texts and messages targeting not only concepts
and the struggle for gender equality and LGBTIQ rights but rather human rights activists as well, such
as Irena Cvetkovic, a co-author of the analysis, and civil society organizations such as the Coalition
Margins, the publisher of this publication. At that point we decided to pay close attention to these
groups and research the strategies and narratives employed, bearing in mind that the subject of the
analysis is an integral part of our lived and embodied experience. However, the goal is not to expose
or mock these organizations but rather to better understand them and gain knowledge towards:
human rights promotion for everyone and identifying how to oppose the hegemonic framing
strategies, representation and discursive construction of women and sexual and gender minorities
proposed by anti-gender movements. It is our hope that the analysis will strengthen the mobilization
for gender equality promotion and human rights respect for all individuals in society.

For the research requirements we analysed 269 pieces from four different social network
sources, i.e. anti-gender mobilization Facebook pages and Facebook groups (see subchapter 1.6.
Sampling Strategy). With regards to the gender balance of the authors, 28.3% were written by men,
8.5% by women, while 63.2% were anonymous or reposted from other Facebook pages, making
determining the author’s gender in those cases not applicable. In addition, 22.6% of the posts were
initiated by the profiles and groups’ administrators, while 62.2% were posted from Facebook profiles
posting in these groups as administrators. In only 15.2 % of the cases, the posts belonged to members
and supporters of the initiatives, meaning the dynamics in the groups and pages was defined mostly
by the frequency of anonymous posts.

1. Methodology

1.1.The research goal is: assisting human rights defenders to better understand anti-gender
campaigns, identifying how to oppose and support human rights promotion for all. The research
aims to provide relevant data, analysis and knowledge on hegemonic framing strategies,
representation and discursive construction of women and of sexual and gender minorities in
public discourses by anti-gender actors, and strengthen the mobilization among all progressive
forces in our society by offering various transformations.



1.2. The main focus of the analysis is to:

e Conduct detailed research and issue a report on key anti-gender narratives and the emotional
response they seek to instigate in the Republic of North Macedonia;

e |ncrease knowledge on human rights activists, decision makers, academia and media workers
on the key strategies and narratives employed by anti-gender movements;

e Inform and offer specific recommendations to the parties concerned, decision makers and
the civil society, in relation to the goals and methods applied by anti-gender movements in
human rights prevention; and

e Strengthen the cooperation between relevant institutions, academia and civil society in order
to support progressive voices and ideas in Macedonian society.

1.3. Theoretical framework

The theoretical concept determined the analytical and theoretical framework through which
we examined the key narratives of anti-gender movements from the aspects of equality, non-
discrimination and human rights promotion. In order to analyse the narratives, first we defined
several theoretical concepts on which to base the conducted analysis.

Gender

The research encompasses gender in the meaning acquired in the early 1970s. In other
words, gender is used as an analytical category to determine the demarcation between biological, sex
differences and how these serve to create behaviours, values and abilities, assigned as the
appropriate for masculinity and femininity. Affirming the difference between sex and gender aimed to
problematize the, until then, dominant position dictating that physical and psychological effects
stemming from the biological differences between men and women are to be considered as the
“natural” foundation for the patriarchal systems of power, applied to create the belief that women
are naturally predetermined to take up roles and behaviours related to the private sphere of the
family and the home. Ann Oakley (1972) believes the development of feminism created a sort of a
trap. Namely, the gender concept sided between being defined as a synonym for sex, and as a
problematic political term. According to Oakley, certain authors opposing the construction of the
term gender, conspire to bring gender closer to the biological and/or the “natural”, with the purpose
and logical. For Oakley, the

|H

of sustaining the patriarchal system as being the only “natura
conceptualization of gender is the foundation of the second-wave feminism, successful as an
analytical term. However, in colloquial use sex and gender are synonymous. In the present analysis,
gender is defined as a construct and performance of the assigned sociological, political, cultural and
economic attributes by society on individuals. In other words, gender refers to a series of socially
constructed roles and relationships, personal characteristics, opinions, values and the relative power
society ascribes to the male and female sex. Contrary to gender, sex is defined (in accordance with the
definition of the World Health Organization) as a term indicating to the biological and physiological
characteristics defining men and women.

Anti-gender movements

The analysis differentiates between the ideological grounds of the: (1) traditional-
conservative part of society nurturing negative opinions on feminism and LGBTIQ rights and (2) anti-
gender movements. Anti-gender movements are international or transnational movements opposing
what they call “gender ideology” or “gender theory”. An eminent anti-gender movement researcher,



Andrea Pet6 (2021), excludes anti-gender movements’ definition of gender as a classic anti-feminist
initiative, defining them instead as “a fundamentally new phenomenon launched for the sake of
establishing a new world order.”

The discourse framing the anti-gender movement “gender ideology” was coined in the 1990s,
on the basis of which their mobilization was launched. Still, in the past two decades it has shifted
towards numerous contexts. Kuhar & Paternotte (2017) claim that while anti-gender actors were
previously generally isolated and acted nationally, the spread of the transnational connection boosted
their capacities for mobilization out on the streets, in national and multilateral institutions, thus
increasing the number of states willing/ready to invest political capital in the promotion of the anti-
gender point of view. Consequently, anti-gender movements here are defined as an organized form
of acting, uniting different actors against what is defined as “gender ideology”.

Gender Ideology

Initially, the introduction of “gender ideology” by anthropologists in the 1980s’ served to
mark the inequality resulting from the observed gender norms in various societies. However, the new
meaning produced within anti-gender discourses, suggested something completely different. The
Vatican appropriated the term as a response to the increasing focus on women'’s rights and gender at
the 1994 International Conference on Development and Population in Cairo, and at the World
Conference on Women, held in 1995. Demands to undermine the feminist theoreticians who defined
gender as a social construct different from sex, insist on understanding the phrase as a harmful
“ideology,” unrelated to science and nature. Consequently, the phrase “gender ideology” in this
analysis is used much like in anti-gender movements, i.e. an umbrella term sublimating the struggle
for promotion of women’s and LGBTIQ rights, gender equality, sexual and reproductive rights.

Narratives

With the term narratives we imply one of the four traditional models of discourses (in
addition to argument, description and exposition), generally defined as a means for one or several
narrators to communicate with the public/readers/listeners. In the analysis, anti-gender narratives are
not treated as a mirror reflecting reality but rather as active creators of our “reality”. In other words,
bearing in mind the fact that the narratives of anti-gender movements (similar to all narratives) are
constructs, i.e. are produced, this analysis does not encompass only the repertory of words and
images involved in this production process but also the ideological levels.

The research aims to reveal how the notion of certain social groups is created, such as:
lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, transgender people and other marginalized communities. This
representation refers to the language and images used in textual, visual and public auditory
manifestations, in order to shape the meaning of certain social groups and how they are perceived
among the “general public.”

Emotions

Emotions have prominent position in the analysis since assorted literature points to the link
between various mechanisms for emotional manipulation and the success of anti-gender narratives.
Sara Ahmed’s theoretical perspective served as the basis for defining the various emotions. In the
analysis, emotions are not considered as internal characteristics of an individual. On the contrary, we
deal exclusively with the sociality of emotions. Ahmed names this the “the inside out” model of



emotions, commonly upheld by psychologists. Theory distinguishes criticism with regards to this
model by placing a focus on the “outside in” model”, i.e., the stand of numerous sociologists and
anthropologists insisting that emotions are social and cultural practices. Examining the phenomenon
of the rise of emotion in crowds, Durkheim suggests that these “great movements” of feeling, do not
originate specifically from inside or in a particular individual consciousness. We concur with the
position, criticizing the argument that emotions originate in individual bodies, proposing instead the
thesis that emotions maintain and connect the social body. Hence, in the analysis we attempt to study
emotional responses to the key narratives of anti-gender movements in order to understand how
these translate into mobilization and active support.

1.4. Method

The analysis applies the methodological framework of the critical discourse analysis. Critical
discourse analysis offers an interdisciplinary approach in the study of discourses (including those of
anti-gender narratives) according to which language/text is perceived as a social practice. According
to this concept, social practices (including power relations, gender inequality and discrimination) and
linguistic practices (public narratives and interactions) are constitutive to one other. Hence, the
methodological interest aims to discover how social power relations (such as discrimination and
gender inequality) are created, applied and sustained through the use of language/discourses (in
social media of anti-gender movements).

Opting for critical discourse analysis as a method instead of discourse analysis originated from
the premise that language and power are fully interlocked. In other words, critical discourse analysis
applies the methods of discourse analysis in order to research the relationship among discourses,
power, domination, social inequality, as well as manners in which discourses reproduce social, cultural
and political inequality, abuse of power or dominance. Critical discourse analysis is not limited to
specific text or speech structures, but rather systematically links them to structures in a socio-political
context. Norman Fairclough, one of the founders of critical discourse analysis, explains this complex
method as an attempt to systematically research often opaque relationships of causality and
determination between: (a) discourse practices, events and texts, and b) wider social and cultural
structures, relations and processes, to investigate how such practices, events and texts arise out of
and are ideologically shaped by relations of power and struggles over power.

1.5. Analysis Tools

The analysis was conducted on the basis of existing data collected through desk research. The data
collection was done according to the following phases:

Reveviewing existing literature, introduction to literature involving analysis of anti-gender
movements, and the strategies and narratives applied, but also works not necessarily
published in North Macedonia or referring to anti-gender trends in the country;
I. Reviewing data from anti-gender movements’ social media in North Macedonia; and
. Processing data collected pursuant to several criteria:
- Key topics of interest for anti-gender movements;
- Key groups whose activism is being problematized by anti-gender movements;
- Key initiatives of anti-gender movements;
- Anti-gender movements’ narratives;
- Anti-gender movements’ strategies;



- Manners in which women and LGBTI people are represented;
- Manners in which topics related to women and LGBTI people are framed; and
- Misinformation and fake news; and

V. Writing the analysis.

1.6. Sampling Strategy

Social Media Sample
e The Facebook pages of: Take Responsibility' and United We Stand Tallz; and
e The Facebook groups of: Textbooks and School Presence’ and Save Marriage and Family”.

Time Frame

The data collection time frame covered all relevant working materials written and published
in a six month-period, beginning from October 1%, 2021 until March 31*, 2022.

2. Anti-gender Movements

As mentioned earlier, the discourse framing “gender ideology” as understood by anti-gender
actors was coined in the 1990s, with mobilization soon following. However, a shift in several contexts
occurred during the past two decades, most noteworthy of which was the transnational unison of
anti-gender initiatives. The analysis differentiates among the ideological stands of: (1) traditional-
conservative elements in a society, nurturing negative attitudes on feminism and LGBTIQ rights, and
(2) anti-gender movements. Anti-gender movements are international or transnational movements
opposing what they refer to as “gender ideology” or “gender theory”. In the last decade, the research
interest of anti-gender movements has significantly increased. In that regard, the analysis relies on
several key researchers studying the phenomenon, such as: Kuhar & Paternotte, Damjan Denkovski,
Nina Bernarding and Kristina Lunz, Agnieszka Graff and Elzbieta Korolczuk, as well as Weronika
Grzebalska, Eszter Kovats and Andrea Petd. The definitions they offer differ slightly, the unifying
element being defining anti-gender movements as mobilization against “gender ideology”. The
analysis defines the movement as an organized form of acting, unifying different actors against the
so-called “anti-gender ideology”.

3. Anti-gender Actors

Anti-gender movements consist of anti-gender actors with various characteristics, depending
on the time and geographical context of their actions. Literature often distinguishes among three
groups: old, new and allies (Kuhar & Paternotte, 2017). Old anti-gender actors are usually considered
to be the Catholic Church and right-wing institutes usually located in the USA. New actors are
members of the transnational anti-gender movement today as well as its national and local
reflections. Most of the latter present themselves as “concerned parents” or “concerned citizens”,
using common language and visual identity. Allies, on the other hand, are certain supporters from
academic circles, politics, media etc. However, according to Kuhar & Paternotte, these actors do not

' For more see: https://www.facebook.com/prezemiodgovornost

? For more see: https://www.facebook.com/odnaszanas

® For more see: https://www.facebook.com/groups/479418786591247/
* For more see: https://www.facebook.com/groups/892878984118609



https://www.facebook.com/prezemiodgovornost
https://www.facebook.com/odnaszanas
https://www.facebook.com/groups/479418786591247/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/892878984118609
https://www.facebook.com/prezemiodgovornost
https://www.facebook.com/odnaszanas
https://www.facebook.com/groups/479418786591247/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/892878984118609

derive from the same ideological matrix and do not share the “same ideological frame”. The unifying
element for anti-gender actors is the ability to “cram various discourses into a single big threat” and
construct “gender/gender ideology” as an “attack against at least one of the three Ns, they claim to
defend: nature, nation and normality.

In the Macedonian context, there are currently several active anti-gender organizations and
groups, as well as the coalition Coalition for the Protection of Children®, unifying 26 entities (civil
society organizations, informal initiatives, religious groups and political parties)®. In the selected
research time frame, the coalition had still not been founded, and consequently was not a subject of
research. The analysis includes texts from several Macedonian anti-gender initiatives: Take
Responsibility, United We Stand Tall, Textbooks and School Presence and Save Marriage and Family.
The research offers insight into their various focusses. United We Stand Tall aims to mobilize against
gender sensitive education and the rights of transgender people, while simultaneously being one of
the leading anti-vaccination organizations advocating against mandatory immunization of children
and against the mandatory wearing of masks in schools, as a Covid-19 protection measure for the
population. Take Responsibility predominantly aims towards mobilization against promotion of
transgender rights and the LGBTIQ movement. The informal initiative Textbooks and School Presence
is dedicated generally to mobilization against gender sensitive and comprehensive sexual education
but also to various other key aspects of the education reform initiated in 2020. The informal initiative
Save Marriage and Family concentrates mostly on promoting religious and patriarchal values of
marriage and family and mobilization against initiatives for promotion of LGBTIQ rights. All these
groups and organizations are members of the abovementioned Coalition for Protection of Children.

4. "Gender Ideology”

In the analysis anti-gender movements are defined as an organized form of acting against what they
refer to as “gender ideology”, a form unifying various actors. However, the concept of “gender
ideology” is such a fluid idea, conceived divergently and used variously depending on the specific
group of anti-gender actors, making a single definition difficult. “Gender ideology” coined by
anthropologists in the 1980s, was primarily used to signify the inequality resulting from gender norms
throughout different societies. However, the term’s new meaning produced by anti-gender actors
suggests something quite different and contrary to its principal meaning. The contemporary concept
of “gender ideology” is used to understand the coalition among actors and groups with different
positions on the ideology, who are yet allied under the same common umbrella term meant to
denote the supposed threat “gender ideology” is. Consequently, in this chapter we offer a theoretical
cross-section of the different definitions and concepts of “gender ideology” as framed by various
global anti-gender initiatives, followed by definitions deduced from Macedonian anti-gender
initiatives.

In the past years, the research interest of anti-gender movements has genuinely increased.
Literature on anti-gender initiatives, strategies and narratives in the past five years has been vast and
easily accessible. However, in academic circles this relatively new social and political phenomenon
seems to capture the interest only of philosophy and sociology departments and gender studies, with
other disciplines lacking knowledge and/or inclination to study the topic. It should be expected that

> For more see: https://www.zadecata.org/
® For more see: https://www.zadecata.org/koaanUmMoHn-napTHepu
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gender studies would obviously be interested in the topic due to the accusations of anti-gender
movements of spreading “gender ideology”, as explained bellow.

From a general aspect, “gender ideology” is an assortment of terms referring to the idea of
the existence of radical “gender feminists” and a “homosexual agenda,” or advocating for “agendas”
aiming to disrupt the natural order of things (such as, for instance, “natural hierarchy” between men
and women), and which, by respecting the individual identity as opposed to social expectations,
undermine the anthropological foundation of the family and consequently of society (Denkovski,
Bernarding & Lunz, 2021). In other words, the concept of “gender ideology”, on one hand, could
provide a framework to better understand the history and progress of women’s and LGBTIQ rights,
and, on the other, provide a joint platform of the different anti-gender actors for mobilization against
gender as a threat against society.

As explained previously, anti-gender actors are generally distinguished as old, new and allies
(see chapter 3), the most common ones nowadays being the new actors and their supporters. New
anti-gender actors and groups often differ ideologically, however their mobilization against “gender
ideology” is what makes their coalitions quite sustainable. Hence, the most applied definition for
“gender ideology” explains the term as “an empty signifier”. Anti-gender actors manage to
successfully construct the “empty signifier”, i.e. “gender ideology”, as a notion sublimating several
issues into a single threat that is easily to emotionally mobilize against (Kuhar & Paternotte, 2017).
The framework unifying these actors consists of constructing “gender ideology” as the biggest threat
on the supposed: normality, nature and common sense.

Research on anti-gender movements in broader social and political systems and ideologies
frequently links mobilization against “gender ideology” to right-wing populism and the crisis in
neoliberalism and multiculturalism. Within such perceptions of “gender ideology,” gender is defined
as a symbolic glue allowing gender to become an umbrella-term unifying the resistance against (neo)
liberal order (Grzebalska, Kovats & Pets, 2017). “Gender ideology” marks the failure of liberal
democracy, thus opposing this ideology has become means of rejecting the different aspects of the
current socio-economic system, from the prioritization of identity politics over material issues and the
weakening of social, cultural and political security to the separateness between social and political
elites and the influence of transnational institutions and global economy on the national (/bid.).
Furthermore, the demonization of “gender ideology” has become a key rhetoric tool in the
construction of a new concept of “commons sense” for the general public; a form of consensus on
what is normal and legitimate (/bid.). Finally, opposing “gender ideology” allowed the right-wing to
create broad unions and merge different profiles of people who have, not necessarily, coalitioned in
the past, such as: different Christian churches, Orthodox Jews, fundamental Muslims, mainstream
conservatives, extreme right-wing parties, fundamental groups, and in some countries even football
hooligan groups (/bid). A common element unifying the different definitions of “gender ideology” is
framing gender as a (totalitarian) ideology. In this way, anti-gender movements manage to define
gender or “gender ideology”, on the one hand, as opposing science (nature, biology, common sense),
and on the other as opposing tradition and religion. In these two different narratives, “gender
ideology” is presented as a system of values aiming to destroy the natural and traditional social order.
Consequently, this analysis of “gender ideology” definitions offered by anti-gender movements in
North Macedonia did not discover any substantial differences from the definitions examined earlier.



“The term gender derives from sexual psychology. It refers to the desire to express how agonizingly
some people feel about being trapped in the wrong body. This led to the idea of an emotional or a
metaphysical sex, i.e. a gender independent from the biological sex. This fundamental idea is borrowed
by the homosexual movement, further developed by gender theory, generally be feminists, most of
whom are lesbians... (...) The shift from gender theory to enforcing gender ideology was a covert
conspiracy, happening over the course of many years. Now, when practice has revealed the real face
of gender, these issues are increasingly being discussed in the public, with mass street demonstrations
by citizens... (...) Deconstruction of sex is at work here, but more than that deconstruction of national
identity and deconstruction of parliamentary democracy. Gender is enforced instead of sex, the nation
is being demonized, multiculturalism is being praised, while parliamentary democracy replaced with
participatory democracy, in which international non-governmental organizations and technocrats, i.e.,
questionable “experts” participate in the government as equal legal partners of the state and
government...” (Take Responsibility, December 2", 2021)

“Gender ideology is a continuation of the sexual revolution of the 1960s, the purpose of which was and
continues to be the destruction of the family and decreasing the population so there would be less
people on the planet. Without families we have no identities. The human identity is comprised of
several components: 1) sex; 2) nation 3) religion; and 4) family. From a psychological viewpoint, if
current constructions of the human identity are destroyed, people would be deprived of history and
memories, and become nothing more than simple consumers.” (Take Responsibility, October 19",
2021).

“We have noticed that sex is becoming less heard in public, and increasingly replaced by gender. A
shift has occurred: a new expression is voiced and we are becoming used to it, perhaps even use it.
Equality between the sexes is not mention any longer but rather gender equality. Does it have the
same content? No, it is a language manipulation aimed at enforcing a new ideology seeking to create
a society in which men and women do not exist but rather only people. Gender theory does not
recognize two biological sexes but rather different genders and a multitude of sexes, i.e. gender
identities: heterosexuals, homosexuals, bisexuals, transsexuals, transgender etc. ... Equality between
sexes implies complentarity, they mutually complement each other with respect for dignity arising
from differences, while gender equality implies erasing all differences until our mentality perceives
everyone as simply people with different “sexual orientations”, and the female or male sex is no longer
listed in administrative documents.” (Take Responsibility, December 1%, 2021)

Definitions supported by Macedonian anti-gender organizations do not exclude the use of
“religious” arguments, however, according to our research they are used more seldom than the so-
called “scientific” arguments. Such strategies are common among global contemporary anti-gender
movements. In addition to essentialist/naturalist narratives and narratives based on such views, the
past years have shown a discursive movement towards something resembling a technical and
scientific analysis as opposed to the previous religious or traditional appeals. The new discourse
“invokes ‘science’ and aims to negate gender as a social construct and reinforce a biological and
binary conception of sex” (Sanders & Jenkins, 2020). However, the ideological revaluation of gender is
not isolated solely to academic and theoretic discourses. Resistance against “gender ideology” occurs
on an academic, political, cultural and social level. Consequently, such discussions are reflected in the



mobilization against: gender studies; gender equality promotion initiatives; advocacy for gender
sensitive language; certain international documents, such as the Istanbul Convention etc.

From the bulk of texts on “gender ideology,” we established four key characteristics of the
definitions explaining it. The first refers to the binary opposition of natural-artificial, applied to the
understanding of the dynamics between sex and gender by anti-gender groups to characterize sex as
natural while gender as an artificial construct produced with a certain goal. The second characteristic
refers to the creation of a binary opposition between the two concepts of science and theory, applied
to biology (defined as a scientific discipline) and gender studies (defined as an ideological undertaking
and non-scientific theory). The third characteristic is insisting on the “unstoppable force of
biology/sex” represented through cases of detransition in transgender people. The fourth
characteristic is the possibility that such discourses on gender could be further inscribed in specific
laws, policies and practices meant to advance the rights and status of marginalized communities.

4.1.The Natural Vs. the Artificial

A key argument employed by advocates lobbying for the concept of sex over the concept of
gender is that while sex is natural, gender is an artificial creation of “gender ideology”, i.e., gender
exists only as a social manifestation of the natural sex. In other words, they negate the existence of
gender, while on the other hand allowing its existence solely in its unbreakable bond with biological
sex. Consequently, transgender people (whose sex does not match their gender) and transgender
policies and ideas are a point of harsh criticism and attack by anti-gender movements. This issue is
further elaborated at the end of the chapter. For now, let us consider the binary opposition natural-
artificial in order to understand the key concepts of anti-gender movements. Such positions are
rooted in religious discourses. In 2019, the Holy See claimed that the foundations of “gender
ideology,” embodied in the denials of the difference and reciprocity in the nature of a man and a
woman, and the promotion of personal identity and emotional intimacy, a radical split from the
biological difference between men and women, shall ultimately turn human identity into a “personal
choice,” thus undermining the anthropological basis of family. (Nuncio, 2019).
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HUM curypHo netenot
UM Hecu jajua u
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& /6 3 comments 15 shares

“Trans-activists claim that sex is not important. They must think that the rooster lays eggs and the bull
gives milk.” (Take Responsibility, January 2™, 2022)
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NONOT E HEMPOMEHUB - Mpodecop Pobept
BuHCTOH*

Ke 61gam kateropuuet: Mo/ioT He MOXeLu Aa ro
npomeHuL! MoA0T e cekoja eaHa KAeTKa BO
TenoTo. ViMa XpOMO30MCKM N0, FeHETCK Non,
XOPMOHCKM MO, NCUXO/OLIKM M MO30UEH NoA -
cuTe Ce pasMuHW.

1 3a 0Ba MHOTY ce 36yHeTw, 3a Xan. TaxHo, HO
Ccera ce 3anneTkaHu BO apryMeHT 3a Koj nyfeTo
Me 06BMHYBaaT Aeka cym TpaHchob. U oBa He
MOXaM A ro KaxaM jaBHo, 3allTo 3HaM jeka Ke
206MjaM noLuTa co Nopaku CO OMPasa, Kako U
BOO6MYaeHo.

Ce pa36upa ZieKa vMa npallatba WTO Ce BaXHU
3a MNaZuTe WTO Ce 36YHETU 3a HUBHWOT MO, HO
TOa OTBOPa HOBU Mpalliatba MOBP3aHK CO
YUMMLITATE U APYTY MECTa BO HALLETO
onwrectso. Ce pa3bupa Aeka Tpeba Aa rv
npudaTume NyfeTo Kakeu LTO Ce, HO BOTNABHO
MWUCNaM A€Ka € MHOTY Xa/HO LITO He MOXeMe Aa
pasrosapame 3a HaykaTa 6uosoruja 6es aa ce
3anneTkame BO eMOLWK, LTO € cocema
norpetuHo. [1]

\

“SEX CANNOT BE CHANGED — Professor Robert Winston /| will say this categorically that you cannot
change sex! Sex is every single cell of your body. You have chromosomal sex, you have genetic sex, you
have hormonal sex, psychological and brain sex — all different. / And we are very confused about this
unfortunately. Regrettably, it’s gotten to this argument where people are now accusing me of being
transphobic. And you cannot say this publically because | will receive a huge amount of hate mail as
usual. There are issues which are important for young people who are confused about their sex, but it
does affect a lot of issues at school and elsewhere in our society. Of course, we should accept people
as they are, but, overall | think it’s very sad that we cannot discuss biology as science without getting



completely caught up emotionally, which is something which is completely wrong.” (Take
Responsibility, December 9™ 2021)

The report of EuroMed and the Foundation Kvinna till Kvinna on anti-gender movements,
points to their key narrative: “...men and women are, by nature different and therefore unequal. Men
and women are to be regarded as complementary and gender and feminism are against the design of
God and religion.” However, as mentioned earlier, the narratives in our country are identical, the
difference being that God and religion are largely replaced by “nature”, “science” and “biology”.
Replacing God with nature is of no essence. Namely, the argument upon which the ideological
positions of anti-gender movements are built (natural-artificial) is in constant interaction with several
other complementary binary positions: changeable-unchangeable, sense-emotion, healthy-unhealthy.
Therefore, sex identity, or simply sex, is defined as real, natural and biological (essentialist),
determined, while gender identity or gender is understood as an artificial creation, unnatural
fabrication, a product of emotions and delusions. In this context, anti-gender ideology impacts
negatively the lives of transgender people, identifying them as people with psychological disorders
and mistaken worldviews. Consequently, “gender ideology”, implying LGBTIQ activism and feminism
not denying gender for anti-gender movements, becomes illusory and absurd ideology of
“psychologically deranged people”.

“Fact is, unless we discard normalcy itself as a term —that people who experience such discomfort with
their sexual anatomy, this would lead them to imagine the identity of the opposite sex (or sexless) —
must be assessed as psychiatrically abnormal. It is high time the psychiatric community put effort into
finding proper treatment for those suffering from this condition, instead of supporting an agenda
aiming to force all others into such behaviour, as if the disorder was normal. The lies, even those in the
name of tolerance and diversity are embarrassing — to those claiming them as well as those believing
in them. And when psychiatrists start confirming their patients’ delusions, people start thinking that
both are equally ill.” (Take Responsibility, November 21*, 2021)
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ABE HEAENWM WTETHW ENEMEHTW HA CCO
LLiteteH enemeHT 6p.10: JA NTPOMOBUPA TPAHCPOAOBATA WAEONOTMIA

Of aHanu3ata Ha MNpupauHmnkoT Ha XEPA (uneHka Ha IPPF) cnpoBejeHa Ha obpasel
noaroteeH oa Fwi...

CCO: ,MNMpomoBupa abuvpmMatuja u/UnmM UCTpaXKyBaree Ha PasNuHWUTE POAOBK
WAEHTUTETW. Moxe Aa rv Hayuu Aelata jeka MOXKaT fia ro CMeHaT Moot Wi 4a ce
VAEHTUOUKYBAaT Kako NoBeKke POAOBM, MW MOXe Aa NPe3eHTupaat Apyrv
HEHayuYHW 1 MeAWLIMHCK HETOYHW Teopun. He ycnesa Aa Hayuw Aeka NoBekeTo
poaoBo 36yHeTH Aella ja pellasaaT cBojaTa KOHdY3Wja 40 3penocTa 1 feKka
eKCTpeMHaTa po4osa KoHQY3Mja e HapyLlyBarbe Ha MEeHTaNHOTO 34pasje (poaoBa
Anchopuja) Ha Koe MOXe ia W Ce MOMOTHe CO MHTEpBEeHLMja Ha MeHTaNHOTO
3apasje” — FWI

“TWO WEEKS OF HARMFUL ELEMENTS CAUSED BY CSE (Comprehensive Sexual Education) / Harmful
element no. 10: PROMOTING TRANSGENDER IDEOLOGY / From the analysis of HERA’s Guidelines (a
member of IPPF) conducted on a sample issued by FWI... CCO: ‘Promoting affirmation and/or research
of different gender identities might teach children they can change their sex or identify as having



several genders, or might present other unscientific and medically incorrect theories. It fails to teach
that most gender confused children solve this confusion which is a mental health disorder (gender
dysphoria), treated with a mental health intervention’— FWI.” (United We Stand, October 10" 2021)

Mpe3emun OAroBopHOCT .
29 January - @
POAOBA EAHAKBOCT HE MOCTON

—ﬂ,opa [Monoea YSyHDBCKVI, NCUXONOT, TEWTaNT NCKUXoTepanesT, M-p Ha KJNWMHWYKE 1
COBEeTOAaBHa !'ICMXOJ'IOFMJEI

OTcekorall cyM MMana roneMy HejacCHOTUW OKONY KOHLENTOT POAOBAa €1HaKBOCT 0f
e/IHOCTaBHa NPWYKMHA LWTO...BepojaTHO...POAOBA EAHAKBOCT HE MOCTOW. Moxe
[1a NOCTOW KakKo Hekoja dUKLUMja Ha ManuMp CO He 3HaM TW KakBW NMpaga 3a efHuTe 1
3a Apyrute, ama o NPUPOAHATA peanHOCT HUKOrall Hema Aa NocToM Buraejku nma
Hekoun pabotu kou ce NMPUPOAHO, BMONOWKK, @EPOMOHCKW 1 He 3Ham ywTe
kako BKOPEHETI BO ANIABOKOTO HECBECHO, APXETMI KOW CE NOCKUNIHW oa
NanupoT U PaLUWOHaNHNOT 06K 32 HUBHa COOMCTULIMPAHOCT € MPOCTO HEMOTYUK,
NPOTUB CUTE KOCMUUKIK 3aKOHW.

MNpBO He MoXe ABa poda kou ce PA3JIMYHW aa buaat egHakew, buagjkv ako ce
e/lHaKBW 3HAUMW JeKa Ce UCTW, a [IBe HellTa WTO Ce Pas/MuHK He MoXe da buaat
WCTH.

Ege nowTto HAIMPBO cakaTte Aa MMa poj0OBa elHaKBOCT BO OAHOC Ha paboTHuTe
MecTa W Ja HeMa AMCKPUMMWHALWja BO OrlackTe 3a paboTa, OAHOCHO Aa He ce
HaBefyBa Aanun ce nped@epvpa paboTHWK Wan paboTHWUKa, TOrall eBe 4a peyeme
JleKa HWe Ha NNaLoT Kaj TaTKo MW Mmame noTpeba oA BpaboTeHo NuLe Koe: Ke
KpeBa LIeMeHTO, Ke BO3W BH/bYLLKaP, Ke ceue CO FroNy paLe Xene3Hn Mpexu 1 ke
pacToBapa KaMWOHK CO ApBa. ball Me MHTepecpa Ha BakoB Or1ac KONKY XeHW Ke
ce Npwrjagart, a jac 04AMa Ke BW Kaxkam Aeka BO pok of 30 roaMHW NoCTOeke Ha
dUpMaTa He Ce NPWjaBuAa HUTY efHa.

“GENDER EQUALITY DOESN’T EXIST / Dora Popova Uzunovksi, a psychologist, Gestalt psychotherapist,
with a Master’s degree in Clinical and Counselling Psychology /| have always had difficulties about the
gender equality concept plainly because... probably... GENDER EQUALITY DOESN’T EXIST. It might exist
as fabricated on paper with who knows what kinds of rights for this or that person, but in NATURE it
would never exist because some things are NATURAL, BIOLOGICAL, PHEROMONIC and | don’t know in
what way else ROOTED IN THE DEEP UNCOUNCIOUSNESS, ARCHETYPES STRONGER than paper and
any rational attempts to make them sophisticated is simply impossible, against all cosmic laws. Firstly,
two genders which are DIFFERENT cannot be equal, because being equal means they are the same,
but two things which are different cannot be the same. Well, since FIRST you want gender equality at
the work place and no discrimination in employment, i.e. the employer should not state whether they
prefer a female or male worker, then let us say that, for instance, at my father’s site we need a worker
who: can lift bags of cement, operate the forklift, cut iron nets with bare hands and unload trucks with
timber. | would really want to know how many women would apply for such a position, but let me tell
you right now that in 30 years of work, not one has applied so far”. (Take Responsibility, January 29"
2022)

Despite centuries-old scientific texts verifying the fact that socializing, culture and social
factors have crucial role in the creation of identities, arguments worded as above portray the key
concepts of gender studies as silly and opposite to common sense. Anti-gender actors avoid turning
to complex responses to questions such as “What is gender?”, “What is femininity/masculinity?” and
“What is sexuality?”. They employ simple, even banal explanations more acceptable to the general



public. Instead of accepting and attempting to understand the complex dynamics behind gender and
gender identity, anti-gender movements focus solely on “biology (in a quite limited manner as
understood by these movements) as the only absolute source of the absolute truth and consequently
the only source of social stability and cohesion” (Denkovski, Bernarding & Lunz, 2021). In order for the
argument to be successful, anti-gender movements negate the existence of gender studies and
problematize their scientific basis, defining them as ideological and forceful intervention.

4.2. Attack on Gender Studies

The discontinuing of the Gender Studies at the Faculty of Philosophy, St. Cyril and Methodius
University in Skopje in 2012, on behalf of the newly established Family Studies, was never interpreted
in context of the transnational anti-gender initiatives. The move was believed to be isolated, a strike
against the critical public by the right-wing, demo-Christian ruling party at the time. The latest
research indicates that in the past decade, cases of problematizing gender studies have been visible in
various environments. Denkovski, Bernarding and Lunz’s report on anti-gender movements provides
an overview of similar actions around the world. In Austria, such debates followed the argument that
“sender studies fail to uphold scientific standards, following predetermined political goals”
(Denkovski, Bernarding & Lunz, 2021). “Since it has no empirical basis and follows political goals, the
argument goes, Gender Studies cannot be considered as science — therefore it is an ideology” (/bid.).
In Germany, “prominent newspapers like the FAZ, die Welt, NZZ, TAZ have published articles arguing
that ‘Gender Studies are not scientific, but a sort of ideological, or religious belief, since the very
notion of gender would deny any scientific evidence (as in biology, medicine, chemistry or
evolutionary theory)” (/bid.). In North Macedonia, five years after the Gender Studies were
discontinued, after the fall of the right-wing government and the coming of the social-democrats to
power, the Department was once again opened for students.

Currently, Macedonian anti-gender movements maintain the position that Gender Studies are
not a scientific discipline, but rather the goal behind it is to displace academic interest on gender. By
denying Gender Studies and the concept of gender, they manage to dislocate the political
mobilization aiming to promote the rights and social status of transgender people.

“With regards to gender studies, on the other hand, it is completely different from sociology. Some
parts are from psychology, however all lectures are conceptualized as to make everyone see
themselves as an oppressor / victim and society (heteronormative / patriarchy) and men are to be
blamed for the ‘stereotypes’. Gender Studies are founded on ultra-radical feminism, which has nothing
to do with the first wave of feminism, when women truly fought for recognition of their rights. This
could be easily checked by examining the Gender Study program which teaches — A Critical Approach
Towards Masculinity (do men really need to be more feministic?), History of Gender and Sex in the
Antiquity (a division between gender and sex without a scientific basis), Inclusive Education, Gender
Equality Strategies (not sex equality) etc. Gender Studies first appeared in 1990s, but were not rooted
in Women’s Studies. Why where Women’s Studies replaced by Gender Studies? What is so problematic
with the word ‘woman’? What kind of feminism do Gender Studies propose when they erased the word
‘woman’ from its title?” (Take Responsibility, March 9", 2022)



4.3. Return to the Biological Sex

Transgender people are targeted by a harsh and fierce mobilization conducted by anti-gender
movements because this group is a living proof of how unfounded their arguments are. In other
words, the existence of people whose sex determined at birth does not correspond with their gender
identity negates the basis of anti-gender claims: that there are only two sexes, there are only men and
women. Consequently, this fact could only be overlooked with claims that transgender identity is a
deviation from the normal, a psychological disorder and delusion, or an exception, an exception to be
considered as the rule. Where then is the simplest evidence to support this claim? In cases of
detransition, i.e. in cases of people who have started transitioning at a point in their life and then
wished or began to reverse the process.

Such experiences are familiar to transgender people. A certain percentage of the people who
have transitioned in order to make their physical appearance correspond with their gender identity
begin the reversed process later in life. These experiences are worth the scientific, political and social
interest, and these people deserve empathy and support in the detransition process. However, anti-
gender movements’ strategy is manipulative since such cases are abused in order to prove the validity
of their own claims. In other words, anti-gender actors show no interest in helping and supporting
people who detransition but rather use them in the mobilization against transgender people and the
concept of gender/”gender theory”. Consequently, Macedonian anti-gender initiatives have never
contacted such a person, offered support, or mobilized towards providing medical, legal and social
services for them, but simply chose to relay the experiences of these people coming from other
countries around the world, for the sake of fighting against “gender ideology”.
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7-14 w,,‘,':": %fﬂ?:’.f%%?."!ﬁﬁ': SKEHA KOJA XMBEENA KAKO MAX OBJACHYBA KAKO MHTEPHETOT I
’ o MOTTUKHYBA TUHEJLIEPUTE [1A JA MPVI®ATAT TPAHC UAEONIOTVIATA
Kora ro uutate Hej3MHOTO CBEAOLITBO, CPaKaTe Aeka MHOry 36yHeTV TUHejliepw, ce
ﬂ,a ro sauyBame GpaKOT n M3MaHUNyaMpanu o JIFBT UHTEPHET rpynuv v CajToBw, Ko 6e3 Aa rv npencnutaat
CemejCTBOTO HUBHWTE M3jaBW, BeAHALL M OXpabpyBaaT MA3AMTE Ha XOPMOHANHU Tepanun 1

Q Public group - 4.1K members TpaHuuyja.

Osaa XeHa No nme XeneHa KepLuHep, 0TKako 3emana XOpMOHU 1 XunBeena Kako Aa
2 Joined v + Invite € Max HeKONKY roOAMHK, pelunna Aa AeTpaH3uTupa (MOBTOPHO Aa ce NAeHTUdUKyBa
KaKo XeHa).

Taa packaxyga Aeka NpobaemMuTe CO CaMoA0BepHaTa Kako TUHEjLIepKa (Ha 15

ﬁ Community home rOAVHW) ja BOAENE Ha MHTEPHET, Kajle LUTO NoYHana Aa yuum 3a TPaHCPOA0BOCTa.
MpUTUCOKOT 0Z rpynuTe Ha MHTEPHET ja HaBen MOrpeLlHo Aa Bepysa Aeka Tpeba Aa
f Events TPaH3UTUPa (33 FO CMEHU POAOT).

“A WOMAN WHO USED TO LIVE AS A MAN EXPLAINS HOW THE INTERNET ENCOURAGES TEENAGERS
TO ACCEPT TRANS IDEOLOGY / After reading her testimony, one realizes that many teenagers are
manipulated by LGBT internet groups and sites, who, without questioning their posts are instantly
encouraged to start hormone treatments and transition. The woman’s name is Helena Kerschner, who
after having taken hormones and living as a man for several years, decided to detransition (identify
again as a woman). She says that her self-confidence issues began as a teenager (15 years old), which
led her to use the internet and learn about transgender people. The pressure from internet groups led
her to the wrong conclusion that she should transition (change her gender)”. (Save Marriage and
Family), March 29", 2022)
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TPAHCPOOOBATA ATEHAA: APXETE JA NOAANEKY O AELIATA

KpaTko BMAEO BO KOE TPaHCPOAO0BM NULA KOW AETPaH3UTUpane, ULLE CO POAOBa
ancdopuja, NCUXONOT U NcUxMjaTap 360pyBaat 3a TPaHCPOA0BaTa MaeooTMUja 1
HenoBpaTHaTa WTeTa v 3aryba Koja 1CTaTa ja HaHeCyBa Ha Jeuata JAOKOMKY ce
W3N0XKEHN Ha WaeuTe KoM ucTata rv nponarvpa.

CornacHo npenopakute Ha CoBeToT 3a u360p BO 3ApaBCTBEHA 3alUTUTa BO ®UHCK],
poaoBata Anchoprja, MCTO Taka € NCMXo-coumjanHa M NCUXMjaTpucka cocTojba.
https://www.facebook.com/odnaszanas/posts/579259696783786.

OBaa WAe0N0ruja 3aBUTKaHa BO ,POA0BO-CEH3UTUBHM COAPXKMHIA" BeKe M GopManHo
e leN 04 HallKMOT 3af0/MKMTeNeH 0Bpa3oBeH CUCTEM M NMPUUMHA 3a Cepro3HaTa
3arPVXKEHOCT U OTMOP Ha POAMTENNTE 3a KOW MHCTUTYLIMMTE HEMaaT C/IyX.

“KEEP THE TRANSGENDER AGENDA AWAY FROM CHILDREN / A short video of transgender people who
have detransitioned, a person with gender dysphoria, a psychologist and a psychiatrist talk about
transgender ideology and the irreversible harm and loss inflicted on children when exposed to the
ideas it propagates. Pursuant to the recommendations of the Selection Committee at the Health Care
in Finland, gender disphoria is also a psycho-social and psychiatric condition.
www.facebook.com/odnaszanas/posts/579259696783786.

The ideology, veiled in ‘gender-sensitive content’, is already a formal part of our educational system as

well and the reason for serious concerns and opposition among parents who remain unheard by
institutions.” (United We Stand, October 5t 2021)

The examples above clearly demonstrate that detransitioners are used by anti-gender
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movements in order to prove the “unstoppable” force of “biology”, “nature”, “common sense”. Such
rhetoric is manipulative due to the fact that anti-gender movements’ posts on this tend to present
detransitioning as more common than it actually is, succeeding in spreading disillusions about the
gender transition process. Finally, the key goal of anti-gender movements is portraying trans people
as temporarily confused, suffering from a misdiagnosed psychological disorder. Additionally, such
anti-gender narratives allow them to “prove” that being trans-gender can be enforced (on innocent,

small children), which is precisely the goal of LGBTIQ+ activists.

“We demand accountability for each child seduced by this global cult, now present in our country as
well, from individuals doing it for small-town fame and petty cash! We firmly stand in support with
young people and children detransitioning and offer our help! We are thankful for their courage to
admit their mistake and find a way to come out in the public to uncover this veil. We shall never forget
how LGBTI+ organizations (HERA, Margins, Star-Star, Helsinki Committee, Subversive Front and the
others) abused our children, led by the former Minister for Education and Science — Mila Carovska -
through the comprehensive sexual and gender-sensitive education!” (Take Responsibility”, March 14",
2022)

Such manipulative rhetoric has serious consequences in the real world, from policy proposals
harmful for transgender people to social stigma. On the one hand, the image of civil society is being
ruined (particularly certain feminist organizations and the LGBTIQ movement), portrayed instead as


http://www.facebook.com/odnaszanas/posts/579259696783786

criminals and monsters, while on the other, there is active advocacy for degradation of the rights of
the most marginalized groups in our society — transgender people.

4.4, Mobilization against Legal Gender recognition (LGR)

Anti-gender initiatives in North Macedonia, during its relatively brief existence as an
organized movement, have already won two important legal battles — one in education and the other
in legal recognition of transgender people’s gender. In this chapter we examine the latter in order to
demonstrate the effects and consequences the mobilization to support the so-called “gender
ideology” have on the life of marginalized people and groups.

Let us begin with an attempt to offer a brief context. Namely, transgender people in North
Macedonia face difficulties in their daily lives due to the failure to match the sex markers in their
personal identification documents with their gender and gender expression. Consequently, trans
people face obstacles, barriers and discrimination in their access to goods and services whenever a
personal identification document is requested from them (banking services, traveling abroad, health
services etc.). Legal Gender Recognition” is a procedure initiated to change the sex marker in
transgender people’s personal documentation (people who do not identify with the sex assigned at
birth).

The lack of clear administrative legal gender recognition procedures creates a legal vacuum
triggering arbitrary decisions made by authorities that refuse to recognize the gender identity of
transgender people. In certain cases, the Office for Management of the Civil Registry (the institution
competent on this issue) enforced sterilization and surgical procedures as criteria for recognition of
gender identity. Such a practice is contrary to the Constitution of the Republic of North Macedonia,
which guarantees the bodily integrity of all citizens. In other cases, this institution has claimed not to
be competent in this matter, and in third refused to allow a change in the sex markers. The lack of
legal regulation and the arbitrary decision-making, resulted in an application of a case (X. v. FYROM) in
2016 in front of the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) submitted by the Coalition Margins. In
January 2019, ECHR reached a decision that North Macedonia violated the right to a private life of the
applicant X. The complete implementation of ECHR’s ruling forced the state to adopt a legal
framework to guarantee a quick, transparent and accessible legal gender recognition procedure
based on self-determination. The Ministry of Justice formed a working group on developing
amendments to the Law on Civil Registry, regulating administrative legal gender recognition
procedures in a separate chapter.®

The entire process was fiercely opposed by the anti-gender movements. Mobilization against
the Law led to the forming of the Coalition for Protection of Children with 26 members, most of which
are civil society organizations and informal groups, but also political parties and religious groups.

’ For more on legal gender recognition visit:

http://coalition.org.mk/archives/portfolio page/npasHo-npo3HaBate-Ha-poaoT-NPobaeMU-C
® For more on the case “X. v. Macedonia” visit:

http://coalition.org.mk/archives/10387

http://coalition.org.mk/archives/10270



http://coalition.org.mk/archives/portfolio_page/правно-прознавање-на-родот-проблеми-с
http://coalition.org.mk/archives/10387
http://coalition.org.mk/archives/10270

Despite the fact that legal gender recognition is an administrative procedure, the movements forced
the false narrative that the Law would allow change of sex. In their lobbying for the Law to be
withdrawn from parliamentary procedure, anti-gender actors showed no restrain in the use of fake
news, manipulation and spreading moral panic, to cause paranoia and fear not only among the
population but also among decision-makers. Consequently, with the use of standard manipulative
strategies, the issue of legal gender recognition suddenly became an issue of protecting women and
children (further discussed in Chapter 6), warning against “hidden agendas” of the LGBTIQ activists
aiming to destroy the fabric of society and the state (further discussed in Chapter 5), and welcoming
conspiracy theories.

MNpesemn OgroBopHOCT -
18 November 2021 -
« «f ¢ YOAPHA BECT: BO MAKEAOHWIA, MPABHO CE MPU3HABAAT CTOTULIA
POACBIA

Mpe3eMeH KOMeHTap (CO Mau M3MeHW M 40AaToLM), KOj Bpeamn Aa ce Coaeni,
6UAEJKM CYLUTUHCKW 06jacHyBa LWITO 3HaUM TOa "NPaBHO NPU3HaBake Ha POAOT":

NITBETW+ akTMBMCTMTE Ha TpKanesHa maca Bo CobpaHue 3a Aa ANCKYTWMpaarT 3a
MPABHO MPN3HABAHE HA POACQT. Toa ro nuwyBa BO Npearta pe4eHunla, a Bo
CUTE OCTaHaTk ce CMOMHYBa ,COBETOT Ha EBpONa” Kako rnaBeH yueHyBay Ha Bnajata
W HaLLWTe npaTeHnLu.

LLITO 3HauW NPaBHO NpU3HaBatbe Ha POJOT?

He cTaHysa 360p Tyka 3a OHWE rpaMaTMyKK POAOBK UAN BUONCLLKUMOT MO (MaLWKO 1
>KEHCKO), TyKy CTaHysa 360p 3a noseke o4 100 POAOEN MAEHTUTETK, KOM Ce Aen Of
poaoBaTa uaeonoruja (Gender Ideology), a KoM TpaHC-aKTMBUCTUTE CaKaaT Aa ja
HameTHaT Ha CTE xunTenn Ha MakefoHWja, cakane uian He.

[len of Tue poAOBK MAEHTUTETW LITO Ke BMAAT NPaBHO NPU3HaTK Ce:
w Bigender - YoBeK KOj Ce yMWUCIWA Aeka MMa ABa poja Bo cebe

= Aerogender - YOBEK UMjLUTO POAOCE WAEHTUTET HABOAHO 33BMCK 0/ BPeMeTo. Ao
€ COHUYEBO - CyM KEHCKO, aKo e 06/1aUHO - CyM MaLUKO MTH. AKO € W3rpejcoHLe CyM
Bigender, ako e 3ajaucoHue cym Pangender

= Multigender - yoBeK KOj ce YMUCWA AeKa UMa NOBEKe POAOBU UASHTUTET

= Pangender - YOBEK KOj Ce YMUCWA AeKa I MMa CUTe POJOBK WASHTUTETH BO
cebe

= Gender Fluid - yoBek KOj ce yMWUCAWA Aeka UMa daynaeH poa
= Null Gender - yoBek KOj ce ybuaMan aeka Hema pof,

WTH.

“BREAKING NEWS: HUNDREDS OF GENDERS LEGALLY RECOGNIZED IN MACEDONIA / A comment
everyone should share (with small alterations and additions) because it essentially explains what ‘legal
gender recognition’ is. LGBTI+ activists discuss in the Parliament LEGAL GENDER RECOGNITION. This is
the first sentence, while all others mention the ‘Council of Europe’ as the main blackmailer of our
government and MPs. What is legal gender recognition? It does certainly not imply grammar gender
or biological sex (male and female), but rather more than 100 gender identities, part of Gender
Ideology, enforced by transactivists on ALL Macedonian citizens, whether they like it or not. Some of
these gender identities to be legally recognized are:

- Bigender- a man who believes to have two genders;

- Aerogender —a man whose gender identity supposedly depends on the weather. If it’s sunny — he is a
woman, if it’s cloudy — he is a man, etc. At sunrise he is Bigender, at dawn he is Pangender;

- Gender Fluid —a man who believes to have a fluid gender;

- Null Gender — a man who believes to have zero gender, etc.” (Take Responsibility, November 18",
2021)



MOBUIU3ALWNIJAHapoge!

WUTeH nosuk Ao cute, 6e3 pasnuka Ha eTHUKYM 1 6uno Kakea onpesenba
(nonutuuka/coumnjanta/sepcka)
3aeaHu4KM 1 cnnoteHo AA MU SALUTUTUME OELATA, eHuUTe, Maxkute, cemejHuTe
BPEAHOCTM U UAHUTE reHepaLumn o4 NorybHUOT Npeasor 3aKoH 3a NPaBHO MeHyBake Ha
POAOT, OAHOCHO MaXK Aa Ce 3aBepu KaKo XeHa BO IMYHaTa KapTa Co eAHa HoTapcka
u3jasa, u o6patHo.

Co oBa ce BoBeAyBaaT CepUO3HM pu3nuM 3a BesbeaHocTa M CUMrypHOCTA Ha Aeuata u
wenure!

dopmupame ronema Koanuumja (Mpexa) Ha opraHusaLmMu u 3apyKeHuja 3a oabpaHa Ha
npaBaTa Ha XXeHWTe, MaXuTe M 3aluTuTa Ha Aeuata, ocobeHo Bo obpa3osaHueTo, Kaae
MHOrY IYKaBo UM Ce HameTHyBa 0Baa MOpanHo norybHa uaeonoruja.

OBOj 3aKOH € CU/IHO OCyAyBaH BO MHOTY €BPONCKM ApXaBu. A Nak Kako 6u ce yyBcTByBane
BUe, KOra BO »KeHCKa cobneKyBaHa Ha BallaTa kepka Bo cpeaHo 6u Bnerno aa ce cobnerysa
MOMYe WTO ce naeHTUdUKysa cebecu kako aesojue?

0BOj 3aKOH AMPEKTHO M 3arpo3yBa CUIyPHOCTA Ha AeLaTa U NPaBaTa Ha JKeHWUTE U MaXsuTe
BO MHOrY chepu Ha ONLUTECTBEHUOT KUBOT.

Mosuk 3a npateHUUUTE BO COGpaHVIeTO Aa3acTaHaT Ha CTpaHaTa Ha 34pasopa3ymHocTa.

MacosHO cnogenysajTe ro 0BOj NOBWK 3a npeasarayuTe og Bnacta aa ro yyjat cTaBoT Ha
MHO3MHCKUOT HapoA, BO MakeaoHuja .
KonTakr: koalicijazadecata@gmail.com

KOAJIMLLUJA

3A 3ALUTUTA HA OELIATA

“MOBILIZATION People! An urgent call to everyone, regardless of their ethnicity or other affiliation
(political/social/religious). Let us jointly PROTECT OUR CHILDREN, women, men, family values and
future generations from the malign draft-Law on legal gender change, i.e. a man can be registered as
a woman in his ID with just a statement certified by a notary public and vice versa. / This introduces
serious risks on the safety and security of children and women! / We are forming a large coalition
(network) of organizations and associations to defend the rights of women, men and protect the
children, particularly in education, where this morally devious ideology is cunningly enforced. / The
Law is facing serious opposition in many European states. How would you feel, if your high school
daughter undresses in the girls’ locker-room together with a boy identifying as a girl? / The Law
directly endangers the safety of the children and the rights of women and men in many spheres of
social life. / We call upon MPs to stand for common sense. / Share this call in order for those who
proposed the Law to hear the voices of the Macedonian people in Macedonia. / Contact:
koalicijazadecata@gmail.com

This mobilization resulted in the withdrawal of the Law on the Management of the Civil
Registry from the Parliament only a day before it was due to be discussed by the Parliamentary
Commission on Political Systems and Relations among the Communities. Such a political manoeuvre
inflicted serious harm on trans-people, who continue to live in an environment with limited access to
goods and services, which consequently prevents them from exercising their rights.

The last subtopic in the Chapter discloses how mobilization against “gender ideology”
resulted with specific political effects harmful mostly for the most marginalized groups in certain
societies.
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The new generation of anti-gender actors succeeded in reinforcing and normalizing the “gender
ideology” discourse in the public discourse, outside the explicit anti-gender circles (Grzebalska, Kovats
& Pet6, 2017). Its effect is serious and indisputably huge. The language used by anti-gender
movements is greatly accepted globally by some politicians and decision-makers, making the
mobilization of these groups not so decisive. In other words, the seed of discontent and discord has
been planted and continues to grow organically. What will be the movements’ effect in North
Macedonia, it remains to be seen. Undoubtedly, their influence on certain power structures, political
parties, part of the political establishment and state institutions is growing.

5. Anti-gender Movement and Right-wing Populism
“Common People” Policies

Right-wing populism, or populism in general, occupies a central position in the literature of
anti-gender movements (Graff & Korolczuk, 2022; Kovats & P&im, 2015; Denkovski, Bernarding &
Lunz, 2021). Research on anti-gender movements reveals that contemporary anti-gender discourses
are structured as populist discourses, particularly in one essential point: understanding the world as
dynamics between the majority of “gender-normal, natural” people featured by the anti-gender
movement and the corrupted, morally devious elites propagating “gender ideology”. Anti-gender
actors globally exhibit similar strategies of self-representing and common enemies. Typically, they
portray themselves as “defenders of the common people,” fighting the greedy and “degenerated”
elites. Their enemies include “not only transnational institutions such as the United Nations and the
World Health Organization, but also icons of global capitalism such as George Soros and Bill Gates,
pharmaceutical companies selling contraceptive products and the medical establishment offering
abortion and in-vitro fertilization services”. (Graff & Korolczuk, 2022)

In order to understand the link between anti-gender movements and right-wing populism,
the analysis considered definitions and right-wing populism features offered by several key authors:
Ernesto Laclau, Cas Mudde and Chantal Mouffe, as well Jan-Werner Mueller. The common element of
the various definitions of populism is its main feature: polarization of society into two fractions: “the
people” and “the elites”.

According to Laclau, through the notion of “the people,” populism manages to accomplish a
union not by associating with or observing a certain coherent ideology, but rather by opposing a joint
enemy, and the production of what Laclau calls an “empty signifier” (a collection of ideals and
concepts ingrained in language). Gender or “gender ideology” are the “empty signifier” functioning as
a mobilization trigger for certain people and groups who later construe themselves as “the people,
common people, silent majority”. Within this logic, anti-gender movements portray themselves as
representing the “common people” who should mobilize against the immoral “elites” in order to stop
the spreading of “anti-gender ideology”, supposedly aiming to destroy the “natural, the normal,
nation/people.” Laclau’s theory is particularly useful in understanding strategies of creating or
“forging” (Graff & Korolczuk, 2022) political identities, since he maintains that “the people” do not
represent a pre-existing constituent, but rather a construct which occurs in the political process. In
other words, anti-gender movements, in addition to successfully construing “gender ideology” as a
dangerous elitist ideology, also manage to construe “the people/common people” as a silent majority
suffering or threatened by this ideology. Frequently, in our research, we found that texts written by
anti-gender groups use constructs like “we, the parents”, “we, the people”, “the common people”,
“the majority”, “99% of the people” etc. Such narratives intend to confirm the framework



represented by right-wing populist discourses: the people are suffering and this implies mobilizing
against the elites. However, the class narrative is almost absent among anti-gender movements.
Consequently, the accumulation of capital, violations of workers’ rights, the deepening class divide
and similar problems are replaced by alleged sexualisation of children, the annihilation of marriage
and family and lower birth rate seeking to destroy humanity.

Mudde offers a slightly different conceptualization of populism, defining it as “thin-centred
ideology” dividing society into two antagonistic fractions — “the pure people” and “the corrupted
elite” — while simultaneously relying on other ideologies, such as nationalism, for instance. This “thin-
centred ideology,” maintains the characteristics of an ideological discourse, i.e. world view, but rather
thin/tight, meaning it refers only to a part of the political agenda, for instance, without any interest in
major questions, such as what the best economic or political systems would be.® This definition
highlights what populism consists of, which, depending on the context, is usually founded on specific
concepts of belonging with regards to various identities — racial, sexual, gender, etc. Right-wing
populism relies on demonizing its enemies by instigating moral panic or social fear. According to the
anti-gender worldview, opposing “gender” is a “thin-centred ideology” polarizing society into “two
antagonistic groups”: “the pure people”, whose lives and future are allegedly threatened/endangered
by the “corrupted elite”, comprised of “morally degenerated” LGBTIQ activists, and feminists
represented by the “homosexual lobby” and “women-hating feminists. This framework becomes
reinforced with the presence of transnational and national groups and individuals positioned on both
opposing poles of the polarization: morally proper groups, i.e. the true civil society (such as
transnational and national anti-gender organizations) supported by apt world leaders protecting “the
pure people” (such as Vladimir Putin, Victor Orban etc.), against the morally improper groups, or the
corrupted civil society (such as transnational or national civil society organizations dealing with
women’s and LGBTIQ rights people, such as IPPF, ILGA, Coalition Margins, HERA, Helsinki Committee
for Human Rights, Subversive Front, etc.) and unsuitable world leaders and powerful individuals™ (such
as Biden, George Soros, Bill Gates and similar).

However, even the most fervent opponents of anti-gender initiatives refrain from
characterizing the mobilization of "the people” towards re-examining the power positions of “the
elites” as absolutely negative. Consequently, in the analysis we considered how Jan-Werner Muller
conceptualizes populism, conspiring a redefinition of the term. Briefly, the key characteristic of
populism, in Muller’s opinion, should not be sought in anti-elitist rhetoric, but rather in the argument
that populist leaders represent the neglected majority of the people. Several other key researchers
dealing with anti-gender movements share the same opinion, mainly that anti-gender and
ultraconservative groups “together with right-wing populists, strive for a huge change in the elite in
politics, culture, education and transnational institutions, putting an end to the decades-long
ideological and political dominance of the West progressive liberalism.” (Graff & Korolczuk, 2022) In
other words, the final goal of anti-gender movements is not to destroy “the elite” but rather replace
the existing elite (secured in neoliberal systems, above all) with new elites.

In our research of Macedonian anti-gender movements, we realized that the populist
discourse is dominant in almost every topic of interest. And so, the mobilization to ban the Skopje
Pride occurred along the narrative — the potential risk of spreading monkey pox and protecting the
health of “the Macedonian people”, while the mobilization against gender-sensitive education
adopted the narrative — protect our children from sexualisation and promotion of the transgender

% For more see: Monoscku, /b., anu nonyausmom e aHmuenumusam, DW.com/mk: October 16”‘, 2021.
available at: https://www.dw.com/mk/aganu-nonynmsmor-e-aHtnenmtnsam/a-59524456
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identity. The mobilization against legal gender recognition, on the other hand, transpired along the
narrative — protection of real women and girls from violence and rape committed by trans women.
Throughout the research we found an abundance of texts referring to the other major characteristics
of right-wing populism, examined previously in its definition. Four subtopics were distinguished. The
first deals with an analysis of anti-gender narratives aiming to portray “gender ideology” as a product
imported from the “rotten West”, i.e., capitalizing on the existing anti-EU or EU-sceptical positions,
permeating Macedonian territory as well. The second subtopic analyses the narratives related to the
demonization of the current civil society in North Macedonia, i.e., strategies used to create an image
on specific people or organizations such as “the corrupted elite”. The third subtopic examines the
strategies on portraying anti-gender initiatives as those of “the common people”, i.e., strategies to
construct “the common people” suffering as a result of “the corrupted elite”. Finally, the fourth
subtopic deals with the strategies used to create “the new elite” as opposed to “the corrupted elite”,
as the true protector of “the people, the common people”.

5.1.On Imminent Dangers
The arrival of the rotten West, decadence, dereliction and immorality in Macedonia

In the second chapter we saw that global anti-gender movements, despite the common
denominator, are contextually (historically and geographically) framed, i.e. certain differencescan be
distinguished based on the local/regional context. Consequently, the relation with the West and
“Western civilization” is different among anti-gender movements in Western democracies and those
in post-socialist countries. Research shows that anti-gender ideology in former socialist countries has
gained a more prominent nationalistic form, represented through the resistance of Western
ideologies on gender equality, argued with narratives on “national sovereignty and the chance to
return to its justified position in the moral geography of Europe” (Graff & Korolczuk, 2022). In right-
wing populism this position acquires the following form: antagonism between “the corrupted global
elite” (West, EU, liberal West) and “the pure and innocent local population” (Macedonians, natural
men and women from Macedonia, the Balkan). In other words, “the people” construed through the
narratives of Macedonian anti-gender movements is a community of traditional, religious, simple and
morally correct people, threatened by Western secularism and liberalism. Anti-gender movements in
North Macedonia are not explicitly nationalistic but easily adapt to local nationalistic frames and
feelings. Consequently, public reactions to messages posted by these groups are to be expected, as
they are based on perceiving the West (or EU) in a monstrous context, and Macedonia as the last
remnant of the pure world, or “the holy land” populated by “normal people.”
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“X: Crazy wh*re European wh*re Europe
Y: And erethics.

Z: Someone is paid for such bullshit on account of the people. Never an EU member. They’ll destroy our
children and make us pay for it.”

(Save Marriage and Family, December 2" 2021)

Ljubica Bube Pucarevic
Stooio imalo vakov predlog na zakon vo Sobranie 7?2?11

Aloo dali ste normalni???!!! Nosete se so se EU .Odete
tamu site do eden .Koj ste bre vie da predlagate a i vie vo
Sobranie da voopsto razgleduvate takov zakon i ne daj
boze usvoite '!! Koj vi go dal toa pravo ?7?!ll Nie ve
glasame i nie se prasuvame ??!!! Tamu sedite site so nasi
glasovi ,a ne od tatkovi !!!! Nie sme pred se tradicionalna
sredina kade vakvi gluposti od bolna EU ne se
primenlivi.Za razlika od bolesnicite od EU nie sme
normalen narod!! Koj saka da bide kako niv neka odi kaj
niv i nema pravi so sebe i svojot zivot sto saka!!!

Like Reply Share 4w o

“What!!! There was such a proposal in the Assembly???!11 Are you people normal???!!! Go to hell, you
and EU. All of you. Who do you think you are to propose, and you, in the Assembly, to even discuss
such a law and, God forbid, adopt it!!! Who gave you the right???!!] We voted you there, we should be
the ones asked??!!! Our votes brought you there, not your father!!! This is a traditional environment,
where such bullshit from the EU cannot apply. Unlike the sick minds of EU, we are a healthy people!! If
someone wants to be like them, go there and do whatever you wish with your lifel!l” (Save Marriage
and Family, March 22", 2022)

év Ljubomir Nikoloski
YyaHo e WwWTo oBME He3apaBKu AEONOrMK foaraaT of 3anagoT. TaMmy AOMUHUPa
KaToNMLUW3MOT U NPOTECTaHTUMOT. 3a NPBOCNOMHATWOT HeMa LITO fa ce
LUCKYTKUPa, HO 3a BTOPMOB 6U MOXeno Aa ce uMTupa o OTkpoBeHuWeTo: "Mmalu
MMe feKa CU XM1B, HO TU cu MpToB! ". Toa e cyaoT Ha lNocnog Ueye Xpuctoc. " Uma
OCTaHaTo caMo Man 6poj UMUHLA KOW M1 ApXKaT CBOMTE o6nekn yucTn" . bp3o
pacunnusa poba.
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“It’s strange that such sickening ideologies originate in the West. It’s dominated by the Catholic and
Protestant Church. The former needs no discussion, but a quote from The Book of Revelations seems
suitable for the latter: “You have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead!” It is the judgement of
the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘You have a few people that have not soiled their clothes’. Goods with short shelf-
life.” (Save Marriage and Family, October 22", 2021)

These types of narratives rest on the logic that elites are always global (EU, UN, as well as
multinational corporations such as Disney, Coca-Cola, Google, Microsoft) while the people are always
local. Although this alleged anti-elitist rebellion seems well founded, it employs rather manipulative
strategies. Consequently, global dominance of power and resources concentrated on certain
institutions and corporations are not problematic, but rather their alleged hidden agenda —



depopulating the world or cultural imposition in order to deviate from the “normal”. Such agenda,
according to anti-gender actors, is achieved through a cultural/ideological war, or in practice —
involving any form of representation of non-heteronormative subjects or policies. The key element of
these anti-Western rethorics in the texts studies is the fairly exploited sentiment about “the good old
times,” diminishing, or being erased by Western liberalism.

~~ Mpesemu OAroBopHoCT
31 January - @

AW3HW NPOAOXYBA CO NrBTU+
VHAOKTPUHALIVJATA HA AIELIATA:

Be monam He ja ctasajre Munu Mayc 8o
NaHTANOHMN" — [IU3HM XECTOKO 1 PasnyTh
TBATEPUMMTE CO e/leH noTer

MuHM noBeKe He e BO LIPBeHO PycTaHue co

H E KO rA LLI VS. C E rA TOUKM U XKOANTY UEBAMUKM, KAKO U3MUHATUBE
peumncy 100 roavHm - cera e Bo CMHO OAeN0 CO
UPHK YeB/IM, KaKO CMMBON Ha NPOrpecoT Ha
HOBaTa reHepaumja. ,LLITo e cneaHo, Taa ke
TpaH3uTUpa 8o Majkn nam Mukm 3a ia Moxe
LeNOCHO Aa Ce u3pasm cebecn?”, racv eaeH o
KOMEHTapUTe Ha U3PEBONTUPAHUTE TBUTEPYNM.

[M3HM CTaHa METa Ha XECTOKN KPUTHKM OTKaKO
O NPOMOBMPaLLEe HOBUOT U3rnea Ha Muxn Mayc,
CaKaHMOT XKEHCKN aHUMUPaH VK, NPEeno3HaTve
0 UPBEHOTO QyCTaHUe CO TOUKM.

Cera, ¢pycTaHueTo Ha M1HU e 3aMeHeTo Co
NPOTPeCUBEH” CTajNHT, OAHOCHO MuHM e
obneueHa BO KOCTUM AW3ajHUPaH O/ CTPaHa Ha
Crena MexkKapTHu.

OgarosopHute o ,Disneyland Paris” o6jaeuja
[ZieKa HOBMOT CTaj/IMHT Ha JIMKOT € BO YecT Ha 30-
Tata rogvHNHG Ha TeMaTCckmoT Napk.

“DISNEY CONTINUES WITH ITS LGBTIQ INDOCTRINATION OF CHILDREN: ‘Please don’t dress Minnie
Mouse in pants’ — Disney angered Twitter users with just a single move / Minnie is no longer wearing
her white-spotted red dress and yellow shoes, as she had been for the past 100 years — now she is
wearing a blue suit with black shoes, as a symbol of the progress the new generation has made.
‘What’s next, transiting into Mike or Mickey to be able to fully express herself?” commented an
infuriated user. / Disney became a target of fierce criticism after promoting Minnie Mouse’s new look,
the beloved female character, distinguished by her white spotted dress. / Minnie’s dress has been
changed for a ‘progressive’ styling, i.e. Minnie is wearing a suit designed by Stella McCartney. The
spokesperson of Disneyland Paris announced that the new styling is in honour of the Park’s 30"
anniversary.” (Take Responsibility”, January 31*, 2022)

..2 OpHOCT
CYMEPMEH CTAHYBA TEJ, KONOPUCTOT
HAJABYBA OCTABKA

[leuKoTO KOj o 60M CTPUNOT Ha CynepmeH
HajaBu Aeka 3aMuHyBa 04 AL KoMuKe 6uaejku
My e npeKy r1asa oA . pa3byaeHoTo” (WOKE)
WMMHKarbe Ha cynepxepojor. ,Cé ce T0a Kyn
navotusmu,” senm lej6 Ented.

Mpea Hexkoe Bpeme, LI KoMukc Hajasw ase
rONeMI NPOMEHN BO HMBHaTa cepuja ,Cynepmen
CwH Ha Kan-En”. Kako npso, CynepmeH ke
3anouHe rej Bpcka co Llej Hakamypa u kako
BTOPO, HErOBOTO MOTO , BUCTUHA
aMepUKaHCKM HaunH" ke buje 3al
BuCTMHa, NpasAa v NOA06PO yTp:

Ke ro 3aspiuam A0rOBOPOT KOj rO MMaM 1 40CTa
YMOpEH CyM OA LE/I0TO 0Ba Cpatbe.
A T0a Aa W ynponactysaar

Maar npaeo Ha T103," Benn

KONOPUCTOT Ha CynepmeH.

AxTepor [leaH KanH koj ro raymewe Cynepmer
B0 T8 cepwjara .Jlync v Knapk” ucTo Taka peue
AEKa BEKe He MOXe Aa v Cheaun v NnamTm cute
nj v Ha CynepmeH u Aeka OHa WTo ro

pa OMMUAEHUOT UK HUTY € XPabpo HuTy e
HEWTO No3uUTMBHO Avao. .Ke bewe xpabpo aa ro




“SUPERMAN IS BECOMING GAY, THE COLORIST ANNOUNCES HIS RESIGNATION / A Superman colourist
announced he is quitting DC Comics because he has had it with the ‘woke” make-up of the superhero.
‘It’s all a bunch of idiotic crap’, said Gabe Eltaeb. / DC Comics announced two big changes in
‘Superman: Son of Kal-El.” First of all, Superman is going to start a gay relationship with Jay Nakamura,
and second, the motto ‘Truth, Justice and the American Way’ will be replaced with ‘Truth, Justice and a
Better Tomorrow’. ‘I am finishing my contract and that’s it. | am tired of this bullshit. | am tired of
them ruining these characters, they don’t have a right to do this,” said the Superman’s colourist. /
Actor Dean Cain who used to play Superman also said he wasn’t able to follow all the changes in
Superman and that what they were doing with the beloved character is neither bold nor positive.”
(Take Responsibility, October 29", 2021)

Research conducted in Poland revealed a “fictional moral geography of anti-gender
movements, based on enjoying a privileged position in Central and Eastern Europe with regards to the
West” (Graff & Korolczuk, 2022). Consequently, the West is often portrayed as the source of moral
deterioration and contamination, the East being relatively untouched by and largely resistant to the
corruption triggered by the sexual revolution. The West is not the colonizer as such, but rather a West
the purity of which (Christianity) was destroyed by neo-Marxism and feminism as early as the 1960s.
(Ibid.) These findings respond to the results from our research on Macedonian anti-gender
movements. In other words, texts posted by anti-gender groups analysed in the research reveal that
anti-Western rhetoric is construed through the argument that Western civilization itself has been
recently changed by liberalism and progressive forces and that even in Western democracies “the
common people” are suffering because “the good old times”, when knowledge about the world and
people was simple and stable, are now gone. The threat is not only ideological (although highly rating
in the “concerns” of anti-gender actors) but also corporeal, i.e. has implications on the life, wellbeing
and security of “the common people”.

~ Mpesemu OAroBopHOCT
7 October 2021 @

TPEHAOBWTE O 3ANAAHWUTE 3EMJU AOATAAT
W BO MAKEAOHWIA:

V3BUAHWLIUTE BO AMEPUKA 1 NPCKA
CEKCYA/IHO 3/10YNOTPEBUNE PEYUCK 100
WUAAU [ELIA

MwuHaTaTa roavHa usnese 8eCT BO jaBHOCTa BO
Koja ce 0bjasu geka peuncu 90.000 XpTeu Ha
CeKCyanHo 310CTaByBatbe BO OpraHusauujata Ha
u3suatuum CAZl Boy Scouts of America
nojHecoa bapare 3a oTwreTa.

Co roavnm ce 36opysa 3a neaoduavja u
ceKcyanHa anoynoTpe6a opraHusnpaHa o
u3BMAHMLM, a 06jaBeHM ce v 6pOjHM A0Ka3M 33
TakBu Cnyuyam BO KOW bnne 0bBUHETH naepun Ha
M3BMAHMUN.

MOBEKETO MHUMAEHTI HUKOTaL He bune
NpWjaByBaHM Kaj BAACTUTE, HO Pa3y3HaBauuTe Ha
AMepuKa M1 pelwasane OBue CuTyaumu
BHATPEWHO, CO CMOroAyBatbe CO XPTBUTE U
NPOTEPYBak:e Ha OBBUHETUTE O/ HUBHUTE
peaosu. [1]

“WESTERN TRENDS ARRIVE IN MACEDONIA / BOYSCOUTS IN USA AND IRELAND SEXUALLY ABUSED
ALMOST 100,000 CHILDREN / Last year the public received the news that almost 90,000 victims of
sexual abuse in the Boy Scouts of America filled sex abuse claims. / Paedophilia and sexual abuse
organized by the Boy Scouts has been known for years, with numerous evidence on cases where the
Boy Scouts leaders have been charged. / Most incidents were never reported to the authorities
because cases were mediated and solved internally, by making deals with the victims and expelling the
abusers from the organization.” (Take Responsibility, October 7" 2021)



The West is portrayed as morally impure and rotten mostly through narratives on Western
institutions (particularly EU) being represented as decadent. Such narratives have found fertile
ground in the Macedonian context, particularly considering the rise of anti-EU positions and Russia’s
increased support. Research indicates that the perceived influence of EU on North Macedonia has the
lowest ranking in the past years (from 44.8% in 2019 to 9.5% in 2021). Additionally, only few
Macedonians see EU is a subject with the biggest influence (7.8 %). The stagnation impacted
negatively how citizens value the EU in their personal preferences, particularly among ethnic
Macedonians. A total of 45% Macedonians would support a Euro-Asian Union led by Russia
(Velinovska, Nikolovski, Kirchner, 2022). Anti-gender narratives arguing against the morally corrupted
EU build upon these dominant perceptions and position without difficulty.

Mpesemu OAroBopHOCT

11 December 2021 @
NIT6TU+ AMBACAAOPOT BO EY CE C/IKA
KAKO BPAAECTA BOTOPOAVLIA

NTETU+ aKTMBUCTK, KOUWTO Bapaat npudakarse
W TonepaHuMja 04 OCTaHaTUOT HapOoA, TW
ncmesaar xpwcmjanme W HMBHATa Bepa.

BO A€KEMBPHCKOTO M3AaHME Ha TePMaHCKMOT
NrBTU+ marasun SIEGESSAULE (1], Pukapao
CumoHeTH, INBTU+ aMbacasop v aKTUBMCT 8O
EY, e npetcraBeH Kako 6pasecta “6oropoaunua”
€O "6e6eT0 XpUCToC" No NoBoA BOXUKHUTE
npasHyuy,

MHOTyMUHa U3pearnpaa co HeraTBHI KpUTUKM
3a 0Baa NPOBOKaLMja, CMETajK ja 3a Xynerse.
TPaHC-aKTUBMUCTUTE, KOM LIEIO BpeMe Ce Xanat
A€Ka Ce AUCKPUMUHUPAHK 1 NCMeBaHy,
OTBOPEHO Ce NOTCMEBaaT CO XPUCTUjaHMTE 1
HUBHaTa Bepa.

CMMOHETH Ha CBOjOT UHCTarpam npodun
Hanuwa: "Ako ro urHopupame $akToTt aexa Ucyc
He 61 6enew, Toraw MoXe Aa BepyBame AeKa
boropoavua umana 6paaa, 30WTo Aa He?" [2]

CMMOHETH ce OCMenu Aa Ce UCMeBa co
XpUCTUjaHUTE, 3aT0a LITO 3Hae AeKa XpUCTWjaHuTe
MOXe CaMO Aa NPOTeCTUDAAT. HO He Npe3emaar

“EU LGBTI+ GOODWILL AMBASSADOR PHOTOGRAPHED AS BEARDED VIRGIN MARY / LGBTI+ activists
seeking acceptance and tolerance from others, mock Christians and their religion. / The December
issue of the German LGBTI+ SIEGESSAULE Magazine, has Riccardo Simonett, the LGBTI special
ambassador of the EU, posing as a bearded ‘Virgin Mary’ with the ‘baby Christ’ for the Christmass
holidays. / Many reacted negatively to the provocation, believing it to be a heresy. Trans activists, who
constantly complain of discrimination and being mocked, now openly mock Christians and their
religion. / Simonetti posted on his Instagram account: ‘If we ignore the fact that Jesus wasn’t white,
we could believe the Virgin Mary had a beard, why not?” Simonetti dared to mock Christians, because
he knows Christians will only protest...” (Take Responsibility, December 11", 2021)

Following the logic of anti-Western arguments, anti-gender movements create criticism and
resistance to existing civil society structures. The trend is particularly visible in post-socialistic
societies and the so-called developing countries, where most of the NGO’s were founded with the
support of Western donors in the 1990s (Jacobsson & Korolczuk 2017). Consequently, the texts
analysed often include the argument that gender equality policies (or “gender ideology) are forced
(not authentic) by transnational elite organizations, with questionable financing schemes. Often, civil
society organizations are presented as Western puppets, with one of the most mentioned financier of
this so-called “ideological occupation” being George Soros, already established as the main
perpetrator in ultra-conservative discourses.



5.2.0n the Corrupted elites
NGOs, Soros and “well-paid puppets”

Similar to the previous subtopic, narratives on corrupted elites pertain to this context as well.
Portraying the civil society as a corrupted elite is old news in Macedonian society. Such
representations have been occurring (with a varying degree of dominance) since the 1990s, noting a
particular growth in the last decade, especially with the calls for “de-sorosoization” of Macedonia and
the rise of the SOS movement (Stop Operation Soros). Within anti-gender narratives, the
demonization of “gender”, or the so-called “gender ideology”, serves to encourage social polarization
and delegitimize political opposition, liberal or progressive spokespersons and certain individuals or
organizations from the civil society. A key narrative in North Macedonian anti-gender movements is
the alleged opposition to Western “monstrous agendas”, via certain local individuals or civil society
organizations “well-paid,” “receiving the big bucks” to engage in such activities. An analysis of the
selected texts indicates that the main focus in the demonization of “gender”, i.e. the construction of
“the corrupted elites”, is placed on the LGBTIQ community and movement. Despite the LGBTIQ
community being one of the most vulnerable to discrimination and the most marginalized groups in
Macedonian society (Kimov & Kimova, 2019), anti-gender actors manage to portray it with quite
contrary characteristics. Consequently, the LGBTIQ community and activists are portrayed as a small
but powerful and privileged group, “imposing” its own agenda on the “normal” population, i.e. “the
decent Macedonian people”.

“How did we guess? How did we foresee all their next actions? No, we are not prophets. It’s quite easy
to hack them. You just need to find the organizations financing them (this is how Carovska gets rich in
just a single mandate), then you simply follow the phases undertaken by the same organizations in
“liberally more developed countries” and you see literally the identical scheme here, the same phases.
All this is undertaken under European flags (while Europe is also divided regarding these issues!),
hiding their intentions, manipulating the public, fabricating surveys (in reality they distribute the
questionaires among themselves), demanding some sort of inclusive rights, etc...” (Save Marriage and
Family, March 26", 2022)

“The question remains: Is Cvetkovic that stupid to play such obvious political games, when her lies
could be so easily detected? Of course not. There’s something else going on here — money makes the
word(view) go round, and awareness doesn’t really matter any longer. Let us not forget that Margins
are heavily funded by the World Bank, while the salary of the humanitarian, Cvetkovic, was made
public in 2016: ‘Irena Cvetkovic, among the most active reqular protestors at events organized by
Soros, charges very well for her activism. From the Coalition “Sexual and Health rights of Marginalized
Communities” she earns over 1,208,720 MKD a year. She is paid for her activities by other SOROS
organizaitons as well.” As you’ve already seen, on two occasions Cvetkovic attempted to discredit two
lovely ladies, women and mothers, who, without any finances from abroad (contrary to her), are
prepared to fight for the psychophysical health and safe childhood of their own and our children, and
even against the well-paid puppets of the largest creators of global politics. Should Cvetkovic be
considered as moral, fair and dignified person? Determine that for yourselves!” (Take Responsibility,
March 6", 2022)



~ Mpe3emn OAroBopHOCT vee
15 October 2021- Q
CTWBEH HOJTAH, MO3HATWOT BOAWTEN HA BU-BEN-CW, OBENOAEHYBA JEKA

HAJTONEMATA JITETW+ OPTAHW3ALIMIA BO EBPOTIA STONEWALL MMA
OrPOMHO BAIMJAHWME BP3 B/TACTA

loaexka MakejoHuWja Brerysa Bo cé noanaboko nokopcTtso Ha INTBT +
OpraHvzaunnTe, KoM BO CopaboTka Co BnacTa W Apyrv opraHn3aumy ce 6opar 3a
LleH3ypa Ha cnoboAHWMOT rosop [1], CBETOT NoNeKa NOYHYBA Aa Ce ocnoboaysa o4
cternte Ha JITBTK nobuto n nocnoboaHO Aa rOBOPK.

“STEPHEN NOLAN, THE FAMOUS BBC PRESENTER REVEALS THAT THE BIGGEST LGBTI+ ORGANIZATION
IN EUROPE IS HEAVILY INFLUENCING THE GOVERNMENT / While Macedonia is becoming more and
more subservient to LGBTI+ organizations, which in collaboration with the government and other
organizations are fighting to censor free speech, the world is slowly freeing itself from the chains of
LGBTI lobbies and speaking up more freely.” (Take Responsibility), October 15", 2021)

In narratives of transnational and Macedonian anti-gender movements, global and also local
attempts and activities for promotion of reproductive health, family planning, gender equality and
sexual rights are presented as a “curtain” for conducting hidden and monstrous agendas: securing
cultural hegemony of the morally impure, destruction of the family, depopulation of the planet etc.
Certain texts, particularly comments offering support, often contain more radical conspiracy theories
(portraying elites as reptiles feeding on the blood from babies, conducting eugenic practices, as
paedophiles, rapist and abusers). However, this analysis shall not be dealing with such narratives due
to two crucial reasons: a) despite their existence, they do not represent the key arguments of anti-
gender movements in North Macedonia and b) the possibility that these texts, due to their
“scandalous content”, might overshadow other arguments deemed as more dangerous precisely
because of their alleged “rational justification”. We selected one example of anti-gender movements
attempting to “uncover” the relationship between LGBTIQ organizations and the World Bank as a
monstrous collaboration in order to convert children into trans-gender and consequently cash in from
the sex change in private clinics.

~ Mpesemun OfroBopHOCT e
28 February - Q@
JITETW+ OPTAHWZALUMWTE BO NOJTHA ODAHINBA

MN3M1HaTMBE HEKONKY HeAeAM MHOTYMUHA 04 Bac MOXea Aa ja 3abenexat
peKknamarta Wwrto ronem 6poj NITBTV+ opranmzaumnmn o4 MakegoHwja ja umaa
objaseHo Ha Dejcbyk. Ce pa3bupa, cTaHysa 360p 3a 406PO NAaTeH MapKeTUHT Oj
CTPaHCTBO. [NaBHMOT OpraHM3aTop/CNOH30P Ha 0Baa aHkeTa e CBeTcKaTa baHka, BO
copaboTka co EPA - AcoumjaumjaTa 3a eiHakeW npaea Ha /ITBTK+ nvuata 3a
3ananeH bankaH u Typuuja. [1]

Ke ce 3anpallarte, 30WT0 BoonwTo CBeTckaTa BaHKa ce rpWdXK 3a HELITO WTO He e
BO HEj3MHMOT AomMeH? OHa WTO Taa Kako MHCTUTYLM]a ro MpaBu e AaBate KPeauTy,
no3ajMnLKM U TPaHTOBKM Ha CMPOMALLHWTE 3emji, CO M3rOBOP AeKa Ce 3anara 3a
HamanyBarbe Ha CMpoMaluThjaTa BO CBETOT. HO, AOKO/KY Caka A2 ja HaManwu
CMPOMaLUTKjaTa, TOrall 30WUTO He AaBa UCKAYUYMBO AOHAUWKW, TYKY Nno3ajmysa
GUHAHCKMI CO OYeKyBatbe CMpOMALIHNTE 3eMju 4a TW BpaTaT, a BO NpoLecoT Ha
BpaKahe, Te CTaHyBaaT cocema 3aBUCHKN 0f 6aHKaTa? [2]

Cenak, ao6pa npomoumja Ha JITBTW+ areHaarta mery MaaamTe, 0CobeHo Ha
pofoBaTta uaecnoruja koja Aoafra Bo NakeT, HOCW HajaobpK dUHAHCKUW: 36yHeTK
Jella, KOW cakaar ja CMeHaT Mo, HOCcaT NoBeKe POAOBU KIWHUKK Kade Tepanuute 1
ornepaunnTe ce HajMasiky HeKoKy AeCeTULIM WNjaimn eBpa.



“LGBTI+ ORGANIZATIONS ON THE OFFENSIVE / Many of you may have noticed these past few weeks
the advertisement posted by numerous Macedonian LGBTI+ organizations on Facebook. Of course, it is
a well-paid foreign campaign. The main organization/sponsor is the World Bank, in cooperation with
ERA — Equal Rights Association of LGBTI+ people on the Western Balkans and Turkey. / You might
wonder, why does the World Bank care about something outside its domain? This institution gives
loans and grants to poor countries, under the excuse of decreasing global poverty. However, if the
purpose is to decrease poverty, than why not donate exclusively rather than give loans, expecting poor
countries to return it, in the process of which these countries become dependent on the bank? / Still,
good promotion of the LGBTI+ agenda among the youth, particularly of gender ideology in the same
package, brings good finances too: confused children, wanting to change their sex, at their disposal
several gender clinics where therapies and surgeries cost at least tens thousands of Euros.” (Take
responsibility, February 28", 2022)

Finances is the key argument anti-gender movements employ to demonize civil society.
Interestingly, information on the organizations’ financial activities is obtained from official websites,
since civil society organizations regularly and transparently publish their statistics. Contrary to civil
society organizations, anti-gender groups almost never publish clearly their financial reports.
Research on anti-gender initiatives funds has never been conducted in North Macedonia, however,
globally, similar research reveals broad financial intransparency and suspicious financial relations with
certain oligarchy structures (Datta, 2018). However, our research deals predominantly with anti-
gender narratives and strategies and their effect on the public rather than how such groups function
and are financed. Far from dismissing the issue’s importance, we hope we might intrigue the curiosity
of other researchers or journalists. At present, it is important to understand that such initiatives use
“gender” and the alleged concern for the children and the “natural, real, biological” men and women
not to protect them from the supposed threat, but rather to create antagonism and crisis seeking to
replace one elite with another. The new elite of this subtopic implies exchanging current civil society
(liberal and progressive) with a new civil society (a conservative one). Hence, organizations such as
the Coalition “Margins”, HERA, Subversive Front, Helsinki Committee etc. are portrayed as corrupted
and harmful for “the majority”, while anti-gender organizations such as “United We Stand Tall,” “Take
Responsibility”, Coalition for Protection of Children and similar are portrayed as authentic and
“protectors” of “the majority”.

5.3.0n the Phenomenon of the Silent Majority
How 1 % of marginalized groups harass 99 % of honest people

As elaborated previously with the examination of right-wing populist definitions, most major
researchers of the phenomenon agree that the term “majority/people/common people” does not
refer to an already existing group, but rather to a construct of the populist discourse. Right-wing
populist discourses construe “the majority, people, the common people” as a traditionalist and
conservative group with stable ideas on family and society. Left-wing populist discourses portray the
“majority” differently. We refrain from claiming that one or the other notion of “the majority” is real,
authentic or correct. On the contrary, our position is that “the majority, common people” is always a
discursive construct. In this sense, the analysis does not decide “what the majority is”, but rather
examines how this fictional community is construed by anti-gender movements, to be able to better
understand their strategies.

Anti-gender movements’ necessity to construe this “majority” is almost identical with the one
of right-wing populists. The construct aims to further portray anti-gender groups or populist leaders



and parties as representatives of the people, i.e. as the only political groups and subjects allowed to
represent the people. Anti-gender groups, as well as right-wing populist leaders and parties, believe
that no one else (regardless of whether it is a group or a political party) cannot and must not
represent social groups or policies. In other words, only anti-gender organizations may be considered
as authentic and decent civil society, because, as their logic dictates, they represent 99% of the
citizens on Earth or the world. This is precisely why the construct of the majority is exceptionally
important for anti-gender initiatives.

“Have you noticed how the ones elected by the people to serve them instead serve LGBTI+
organizations, adopting laws the majority disagree with? They gathered to discuss the consequences
faced by LGBTI+ people, who account for less than 1% of the entire population, and how discriminated
they were, while bluntly disregarding discrimination against people with disabilities, children with
disabilities, the homeless or sick in hospitals. None of them matter because LGBTI+ people have the
advantage and are more important. Because their suffering and pain is greater than yours. People
infected with Corona-19 virus die constantly due to lack of protocols, but they, on the other hand, are
discussing their sexual preferences and the feeling that they belong to the opposite sex.” (Take
Responsibility, February 6", 2022)

“In addition, Spasevska represents 80,000 parents and citizens in Macedonia with different religious
and ethnical affiliation, while Cvetkovic, on the other hand, and her 300 supporters, most of whom
LGBTI+ people and activists and those who have no children at all, are just a drop in comparison to the
sea called Citizens’ Initiative for Educational reforms “Textbooks and School Presence.” (Take
Responsibility, March 6", 2022)

The main result achieved with this antagonistic dynamics between the constructs “the
people” and “the elite” is that anti-gender movements, similarly to right-wing populist parties, claim
to give back “people” their voice. The global destabilization of the dominant neo-liberal hegemony is
a mobilization opportunity for anti-gender movements, based on the idea of “the Macedonian
people, the majority” being able to prevent the democratization of society portrayed as unjust and
harmful. To present the human rights struggle of a certain group as unjust, it must be construed as a
“struggle at the price of the others”. And so, delegitimizing LGBTIQ people’s struggle for rights, for
instance, is portrayed as an attempt to exclude all other vulnerable groups, such as people with
disability, female victims of domestic violence, children. In other words, anti-gender movements’
argument is built on the false logic that the human rights struggle of one group implies denying the
rights or neglecting other people’s needs. In practice, it occurs through the following narratives: the
fight for transgender rights is harmful and dangerous for “biological women and children,” the fight
for gender equality is harmful for “biological men,” attention to LGBTIQ problems implicates
distraction from the needs of people with disabilities etc.



-~ MNpesemn OarosopHocCT
15 February - @
KOW CE YJIEHOBTE HA KOMWCWMIATA 3A AHTW JNCKPUMWHALLMIA?

KOH KpajoT Ha MWHaTaTa roauHa, 60 MakeaoHuja belle yCBOeH 3aKOHOT 3a aHTK-
AVCKpUMMHaLMja. Ke i MoMUCAUTE AeKa camaTa BeCT 3BY4YM OANMUHO U AeKa CO
OBOQj 3aKOH Ke BMAaT 3alUTUTeHN C1uTe ObecnpaseH BOMHW, 1MLa CO XeHAKMKen,
CMPOMalLHW OCTaBeHW Ha MaprMHWUTE Ha OMLITECTBOTO, MHTENEKTYaLM WTO He
MOXaT Aa MpocnepupaaTt Nnopajuy Toa WTo NaTtoT UM e BA0KUPaH 0 OHWEe CO
NapTUCKW KHULKK... TOKMY Toa Tpeba Aa npeTcTaByBa TOj 3aKOH W 3a Toa Tpeba Aa
ce Bbopu egHa KomucKja WITO cebeck ce Hapekyea - KOMUCHja NpoTHB
AVCKpUMMHaUMja. MeryToa, He e Taka co Hawata KoMucuja (a BCyLHOCT 1 co
BakBWTe KOMWCWM CEKajJe BO CBETOT).

3aKOHOT 3a aHTW-AUCKPUMNHaLMja Belle AOHeCeH Ha TypKatbe W 106upame o4
CTpaHa Ha JIFBTUN+ 3aeaHnuaTa. [1] Ha HMBHO bapame belle n3rnacaHa u
KomuckjaTa. [2]

“WHO ARE THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION? / Towards the end of the
year, the Law against Discrimination was adopted in Macedonia. You might think this sounds great
and that the Law would protect all oppressed, ill people, people with disabilities, the poor on the
margins of society, intellectuals denied of progress simply due to partisanship... This is what the Law is
supposed to represent, and what the Commission calling itself — Commission against Discrimination —
supposed to do. However, matters with our Commission slightly differ (as with all other commissions of
this sort globally). / The Law against Discrimination was adopted with the lobbying of the LGBTI+
community. The Commission was also selected at their request.” (Take Responsibility, February 15",
2022)

Anti-gender actors present themselves as the defenders of the “oppressed silent majority,”
although nothing in their activities suggests any involvement in the improvement of the condition of
other vulnerable groups, particularly of those sending out calls to: people with disabilities, the poor,
the youth, victims of violence etc. On the contrary, the concern for these groups is manipulative,
aiming solely to portray the fight for LGBTIQ rights as harmful. In other words, anti-gender initiatives
are not concerned with the rights and well-being of vulnerable groups, but use them to delegitimize
women’s and LGBTIQ social movements. Similar to populist leaders, the key ideologists of anti-gender
movements are self-proclaimed defenders of human rights or defenders of freedom and democracy,
which, “according to them, has been kidnapped from liberals and left-wing supporters.” (Graff &
Korolczuk, 2022) These actors, as mentioned above on the construction of “the corrupted elite”, claim
to represent “the true” civil society, authentic and interested in the local population. By applying
different strategies discussed in the publication, they mobilize local and national members and
supporters, while simultaneously establishing a larger global presence with international coalitions
and networks. With the successful portrayal of themselves as representatives of the poor and
oppressed, together with right-wing populists, anti-gender actors encourage the process of changing
the elite. In addition, the lack of scepticism regarding populists claiming to be “part of the people” is
shocking. Politicians and world leaders endorsed by anti-gender movements, such as Orban, Putin or
Tramp, belong to the elites of their societies, and their political engagement is often directed towards
acquiring and monopolizing power, instead of re-distributing the resources and including marginalized
groups in the social mainstream. However, anti-gender actors still fail to reconsider their portrayal of
such leaders as protectors of the common people.



5.4. Opportunistic Synergy
The new elite versus tough leaders, people’s people and protectors of the common people

Right-wing populist parties throughout the world join ultra-conservative actors, whilst
accepting anti-gender rhetoric in order to enforce the populist image of themselves as defenders of
the common people versus the immoral elite. Graff and Korolczuk call this an “opportunistic synergy”,
or a dynamic involving political unions, ideological affiliations and organizational links allowing broad
elite changes in governmental agencies, the academic community, cultural institutions and civil
society (Graff & Korolczuk, 2022). As was already asserted in the beginning of the chapter, the goal of
anti-gender movements in North Macedonia is strengthening the cultural and political hegemony of
conservatism, patriarchy and clericalism. However, such strategies are implemented quite wisely.
Hence, the focus is almost exclusively on world leaders rather than local politicians or parties, except
for isolated cases, of course. Their relationships and collaborations with right-wing and conservative
political parties are often covert but could be decoded by: a) the use of anti-gender movement
language by certain politicians, b) supporting the membership of certain political parties at events
organized by anti-gender initiatives (protests, petitions etc.) and c) joint criticism of left-wing oriented
parties “progressive policies”.

~ Mpesemun OarosopHocT
22 January - @
PYCWTE NPECEKOA - 3A BAC HEMA MECTO BO

HALLETO ONWTECTBO: PYCUJA YCBOU 3AKOH
3A AOXWMBOTEH 3ATBOP 3A NEACOUNN

Pyckara [ipxaBHa /lyma AeHecka Ha TpeTo
UMTake eAHOINIACHO FO YCBOW MPEANIOr-3aKOHOT
O KOj Ce MPeABMAYBa AOXMBOTEH 3aTBOP 33

ke UM ce cyaen
VLM, KaKO ¥ 33 NpBnat
0 BP3 ABE WA noBeke AMua
MA3AW 04 18 roAUHM.

Makcum
[AOKyMEHTOT

aTa Ka3Ha NpeABMAeHa BO
Gue U3peueHa 3a NoBTOPeHn

[Aena Ha CeKCyanHo
DoXvBOTHU HU Ce NPEABUACHM U 3a 1MLA KOU
3a BaKBO A€/10 NPBNAT Ce FOHETH, a XPTBU UM Ce

HaCWICTBO BP3 MAOAIETHIL

ABE AU MOBEKe MU, KaKO W BO CAy4au Kora
AEN0TO € NPUAPYXEHO CO APYTO TEWKO AU
OCOBEHO TeLIKO KPUBUUHO AEN0

BTOPOTO YWTaHE NpaTeHuuuTe
XWUBOTEH 3aTBOP Ke ce
TeLK® KPUBUUHM fena
npor 0BMOT MHTETPUTET Ha cuTe
Ma/IONETHM MU, @ HE CaMO Ha LA NOMA3AN
OA 14 rOAVHM, KaKO WTO e cera.

“THE RUSSIANS HAVE DECIDED — THERE IS NO PLACE FOR YOU IN OUR SOCIETY: RUSSIA ADOPTS A
LAW ON LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR PEDOPHILES / The Russian State Duma unanimously adopted the
third reading of the draft-law prescribing life imprisonment for paedophiles already convicted for
violence against minors, as well as for first-time offenders who have violated two or several individuals
bellow 18 years of age. / The maximum punishment prescribed in the document is reserved for
repeated acts of sexual violence against minors. Life-sentences are prescribed also for people
convicted for the first time, their victims being two or more individuals, and in cases when the crime
was accompanied with other serious criminal act. / With the amendments to the second reading, MPs
specified that life-imprisonment shall be sentenced to particularly serious criminal acts against the sex
identity, not only bellow 14 years of age, as it currently stands.” (Take Responsibility”, January 22th,
2022)



. Zlatko Buckoski shared a link. .
Q 4 December 2021 - @
MpemMuepoT Ha YHrapwja - Op6aH nokpeHyBa pedepeHiyM 3a Ja ja 3ajakHe nosuuujata npoTus
Bpucen Bo ogHOC Ha HOBUOT YHrapcku 3akoH npotus JINBT nHAoKTpUHaLMja Ha AelaTa T.e.
3aKOHOT NPOTUB Nefodunja KaKo LUTO ro Hapekoa.
,He M1 e rpmxa wto Benu bpucen 3a HaLLMOT 3aKOH 3a 3alUTUTa Ha JelaTta U He cakam

BeHelmjaHCcKaTa KOMKCHja ia ce MeLla BO Toa KakKo YHrapLuuTe rv BOCNuUTyBaaT CBoMTe Aela”
Ke foyeka nu MakefoHuWja BakoB NpemMuep Koj Ke 3acTaHe LiBPCTO BO oa6paHa Ha geuata?
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PM Orban: Brussels ‘Trying to Intervene' in 2022 General Election
Orban accused the EU of trying to intervene in the 2022 general election, adding that Brussels ...

O %9 3 comments

“X: Hungarian Prime Minister — Orban announces a referendum to toughen the country’s position
against Brussels in relation to the new Hungarian Law against LGBT indoctrination of children, i.e. the
Law against paedophilia, as it’s called. ‘| do not care what Brussels has to say about our new law for
protection of the children and | do not want the Venice Commission to tell us how to raise our
children.” Will Macedonia ever have such a prime minister to take his ground in defence of the
children?” (Textbooks and School Presence,” December 4m, 2021)

As we already defined the relationship between right-wing populist and anti-gender
movements as an opportunistic synergy, it becomes quite obvious that the collaboration is beneficial
to both parties. Anti-gender movement researchers point to the fact that “right-wing populist often
rely on anti-gender rhetoric to increase their moral legitimacy among traditionalistic voters and
moralize the conflict between the elites and the people. In the meantime, ultraconservative
organizations look for “open doors” to political opportunities, i.e. treat right-wing parties as powerful
allies with the support of whom they could introduce legal amendments, gain access to finances and
participate in the policy-creation process” (Graff & Korolczuk, 2022). As a result, this analysis on
Macedonian anti-gender movements refrains from claiming that anti-gender actors necessarily are
affiliated with certain political parties or act on their behalf. Despite the immense ideological
mutualness of anti-gender actors with right-wing political parties rather than centre or left-wing ones,
anti-gender organizations or groups are still independent and separate entities. This opportunistic
synergy with certain political elites was significant to the research since such collaborations expose
the true power transforming these movements into creators not only of social opinions but also of
policies affecting the lives of many marginalized groups. Additionally, by employing right-wing
populist rhetoric, anti-gender actors manage to strengthen social depolarization and division. During



our examination of anti-gender movements, their strategy to capitalize existing divisions and discord
in various contexts became quite obvious. If right-wing populist discourses showed us how anti-
gender initiatives capitalized from the polarization of society into two antagonistic groups (morally
pure people versus decadent elites), the next chapter deals with the manners in which such initiatives
capitalize from the division within the feminist movement, while at the same time reinforcing it.

6. Anti-gender Movements and Gender-critical Feminism
Causing divisions within feminist movements

Issues related to gender and sex, affecting trans-gender people in particular, in this chapter
are examined through the relationships between anti-gender movements and gender-critical
feminists. We begin with an attempt to define gender-critical feminism. Gender-critical feminism is
broadly known as “trans-exclusionary/ exclusionary radical feminism” (TERF), a term rejected by
gender-critical feminists as offensive. The term TERF increased in popularity in online discussions in
the 2000s, originating, however, in the late 1970s. Namely, in the 1970s, the need for a term to
distinguish between radical feminists who supported transwomen and those who did not became
apparent to radical feminists. As we already mentioned, today numerous anti-trans feminists claim
that TERF is offensive, despite the opinion of many that it truly describes feminist beliefs. In the
analysis we use the term they prefer — “gender-critical”, despite awareness that this is a euphemism,
similar to the term “racial realists” used by white supremacists. (Tudor, 2020).

In Chapter 4 we examined the difficulty to find a sole definition of what anti-gender
movements call “gender ideology”. The inability to thoroughly define the term makes it quite
effective in causing moral panic related to the violation of traditional understandings of gender and
rights, particularly visible in the increased mobilization of trans-gender rights movements. Moral panic
is not usually limited to social public discussion but has the potential to directly translate into policies.
We have witnessed a regression in legislative protection of transgender people in the last decade,
particularly in member-countries of EU and USA. Such regressions are mostly visible in ignoring or
erasing “gender” issues from laws and policies, instead defining women and men in laws solely on the
basis of “sex at birth.” In March 2020, the federal state Idaho banned trans-gender people from
changing the sex markers in their birth certificates, while the government of the Hungarian Prime
Minister Victor Orban (a critic of “gender ideology”), on the first day of his mandate in April adopted a
law defining gender identity and homosexuality as deviant. The shift in feminist movements is
particularly important for the research due to the reinforcement gained with the collaboration
between the anti-gender initiative and gender-critical feminists. In the previous chapter we explained
the social polarization/division initiated and fortified by anti-gender movements. In this chapter we
attempt to clarify anti-gender movement strategies on intensifying the polarization, division and
discord in feminist and women’s movements.

A major researcher of anti-gender movements, Andrea Peto, dismisses the definition of anti-
gender movements as typical anti-feminist initiatives, defining them instead as a “fundamentally new
phenomenon launched for the sake of creating a new world order”. Research has confirmed this
hypothesis. Mobilization and the anti-gender movement and gender-critical feminist struggle are best
understood as a series of complex discursive and ideological battles from within (instead of against)
feminism (Pearce, Erikainen, Vincent, 2020). Consequently, a key topic of the research was
understanding and revealing strategies and narratives applied by anti-gender actors to deepen the
divisions and discord from within feminist movements but also divide and separate the feminist and
LGBTIQ movement.



The topic is divided into five subtopics examining the strategies on causing discord in the
feminist movement. The first subtopic refers to discursive strategies on portraying transwomen as a
danger, especially to women and children. The second subtopic studies discursive strategies on
portraying transwomen as usurping women'’s space, i.e. entitlement. The third subtopic attempts to
expose how anti-gender actors create discourses about the “true” nature of women. The fourth deals
more thoroughly with questions on women and sexual purity by examining topics on sex
work/prostitution. Finally, the fifth subtopic strives to analyse direct strategies on creating division
and discord between the feminist and LGBTIQ movement.

6.1. Trans women as a danger to women and children

Gender-critical propaganda is almost entirely focused on the alleged degeneracy of trans
women, citing rare and isolated cases of crimes performed by trans women, aiming to represent them
as a threat against women and children (Tudor, 2020). Similar strategies can be identified among
global anti-gender movements, but also among those in North Macedonia. A significant bulk of anti-
gender texts refer to trans women, most of them depicting trans women as “monsters,” “murderers,”
and “rapist.” The authors call trans women “men,” “women with penises,” “dressed-up men”, all
exceptionally dangerous, particularly to women and children. Some of the titles examined in the
research were: “A male serial killer transferred to a female prison,” “Brazilian issue of Marie Claire
pronounces a transsexual, pimp and a child abuser as a top women’s rights activist,” “England:
transgender person rapes a patient, hospital dismissed it for a year,” “A ‘woman’ raping babies,” etc.

Arguments of this type are a contemporary manifestation of previous sex/gender essentialist
discourses. Trans women have long been positioned as a threat against women'’s safety, particularly
in Western societies, because bodies of trans women were traditionally discursively linked with the
dangerous male sexuality and potential sexual predators (Westbrook & Schilt, 2014). Therefore, it is
hardly surprising that trans women are called “women with penises,” highlighting sexuality and sexual
features to cause fear and disgust among the public. Often, such texts include visual materials, images
of trans women looking “mean,” trans women with pronounced male characteristics, followed by
images of women and girls intended to suggest vulnerability. The research showed that most of these
cases are true, indicating to serious criminal acts conducted by several trans women, or men posing
as trans women. However, anti-gender movement strategies, in its manipulativeness, exploit such
cases to portray the entire trans-gender community, particularly trans women (trans men are almost
never mentioned), as dangerous and monstrous. Texts posted by anti-gender initiatives tend to omit
statistics disclosing that trans women are actually the most vulnerable to violence. In their focus on
isolated rape cases conducted by trans women, gender-critical feminists and anti-gender actors
refuse to face the fact that, for instance, as many as 47% of trans women in the USA have been
victims of a sexual assault'® in their lifetime. The research from our region points to similar numbers.
The LGBTI research of the EU Agency for Fundamental rights indicates that around 20% of trans-
gender people in the EU have been victims of physical or sexual violence in the last five years, while in
North Macedonia this percentage is the highest from all countries, amounting to 39%.

10 . . . .
For more see: https://vawnet.org/sc/serving-trans-and-non-binary-survivors-domestic-and-sexual-
violence/violence-against-trans-and
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TPAHC-AKTUBUCTUTE KOHEYHO JABHO CU TO

~ Mpe3semu OarosopHocT
f o k t o
MOKAXAA CBOETO BUCTUHCKO NINLLE

AEBOJHE CUNYBAHO O/l TPAHC-MOMYE BO YHM/TULLIEH TOANET,
A YMUNULLHATA YNPABA HE CAMO LUTO MOIHW, TYKY CE

5 T et MOUNTYBaHM POAMANTE U CUTE OHUE 3arPUXKEHI
OBMAYBA TOA 1A IO NPUKPUE UMTYBaHM POAVAW H PUXKEH]

Replies to your comment on MNpesemn OAroBopHOCT'S
post

&' Aprupera Aresa
TyKy, WTO K@ KAMAT NOTCMeWKOBUKTR

Ha 08a? Ajae Sara Ivanovska xaxo ke
it ONP3BA3L OBKE UAEONOTHM WTO
i Gpasniu? Ke cv nyyaw Asa narm y
HOMa UNK Ke C Npu3Kaew? &

1d  LUike Reply 19

‘, Aprupera Aresa
Sara Ivanovska uyum, Hexako
MHOTY CH TMBKa KOra Tpe6a aa ce
GPAHAT WEHUTE U ACBOjUMILATS, 3
OHME TPAHC "WEeHK" WTo CMNyBaar
BUCTUHCOKN MEHN (2 WHHA
6panejku rn. Aj npawaj cu ja
Apyravxara v o XEPA -uaen
COBETHUK OA 3eneH rpaa,

rpafaHm WTO Hé CAeAuTe PeAOBHO,

MNoaony MoXe Aa ro BUAWTE BUCTUHCKOTO MLE U
KaKBO /MLiEMepUe Ce KPUE 3aj] CUTE OHUe
NTBETU+ aKTUBMCTY WTO TBPAAT A€Ka Ce rpuxar
33 6e36e1HOCTa Ha XeHUTE U AelaTa.

OHMe WTO PEAOBHO M YMTaTe KOMEHTapuTe Ha
HalwwTe 06jaBu, CUrypHO CTe 3abenexane Aeka
Capa WsaHoBcka e ITBTU + aKTUBWCT, Koja
NOCTOjaHo ja bpann XEPA, a ce noTcmesa Ha
KOMEHTApUTE Ha 3arPYDKEHNTE POAUTENM LUTO HE
ce cornacysaart Aa uma CCO 1 pogoso-
CEeH3UTUBHO 0(3'733038HW€ BO yynavwrara.
WmeHo, Capa MBaHOBCKa TBPAM AeKa €
HOPMANHO 1 NPUPATAMBO NyfeTO U Aeuata Aa cu
O MeHyBaar Moo 1 AeKa Hue Tpeba Aa ro
npugaTMe T0a, M A3 UM A03BOMME Ha
61ONOLIKM MaXy BO dyCTaHW Aa BAeryBaaT BO
XEHCKY TOANETH 1 CNIOPTCKM Aa Ce
HaTNpeBapyBaaT BO XEHCKM KaTeropuu. O Apyra
cTpaHa, Capa 3aeaHo co XEPA, TBpaar peka ce
60paT 3a XeHcKuTe Npasa.

“GIRL RAPED BY TRANS-BOY IN A SCHOOL TOILET, SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION SILENT, ATTEMPTING TO
HIDE IT / Comments / X: What would those mocking us say now? Come on Y, how do you justify the
ideologies you defend? Shoot yourself twice in your leg or admit it? (laughing emoji) / X: Honey, you’re
awfully quiet when it comes to defending women and girls. You weren’t so silent when you were
defending trans ‘women’ raping real women. Ask your friend from HERA — a future councillor from
Green City, Andrijana Papic-Manceva...” (Take Responsibility, October 14" 2021)

“TRANS-ACTIVISTS FINALY SHOW THEIR TRUE FACE / Dear parents and all concerned citizens following
us regularly. / You can see below the true face and hypocrisy behind these LGBTI+ activists claiming to
care about the safety of women and children. / Our reqular followers must have noticed the comments
left bellow our posts, surely you know that X is an LGBTI+ activist, defending HERA constantly, and also
mocking the comments of concerned parents against CSE and gender-sensitive education in schools.
Namely, X claims that it’s normal and acceptable for people and children to change their sex, that we
should accept it and allow biological men in dresses to use female toilets and compete in female
categories of sport. On the other hand, X, joined by HERA, claim to fight for women’s rights.” (Take R
responsibility, October 16" 2021)

~ MNpesemu OaroBopHOCT
4 March-@

MAX - CEPUCKM YBVELL, NPEDPJIEH BO
XKEHCKW 3ATBOP

33 KOW XeHaTa ycneana
Ha oHve wro rm
M € AeKa u

yTKi 04 MakeaoHuja
NKY HEKOj MMCAM AeKa 0Ba

) KOMEHTVMPaa Ha HaLaTa CTpaHa

BalWMHITOH, ©
npemecTyBatse Bp3 oc
camoungeHTudMKaumja.

“MAN — SERIAL KILLER TRANSFERRED TO FEMALE PRISON / Comment: How many times do we have to
repeat that these “feminists,” who are trans-activists, are not feminists at all. They have managed to



eliminate all rights women have successfully fought for in the 20" century. Those reading the
comments know that trans-activist prostitutes from Macedonia (not America, if you might’ve thought
that this was somewhere far from us) also commented on our page in an attempt to discredit us and
protect trans-gender rights. Female trans-activists show us, with their own actions, how unaware they
are of their own misogyny and self-hatred, with the example bellow illustrating the consequences of
female trans-activism. / A violent man, serial murderer of 3 women, is currently in a female prison in
Washington after being granted a transfer pursuant to the law on self-determination.” (Take
Responsibility, March 4™, 2022)

Images and texts of this type aim to ensure one argument: women need protection, lesbians
need protection, children need protection from trans-people and “trans influence.” The argument
employed by anti-gender actors and gender-critical feminists on women’s absolute vulnerability can
be interpreted as an attempt to gain bigger power (on account of trans-people), i.e. a complex
strategy and policy exploiting “vulnerability” to provide a privileged discursive position. Consequently,
the manipulative strategy of anti-gender movements capitalizes on women’s factual vulnerability and
the broad incidence of different forms of violence against women and girls, such as gender-based
violence. Fixating on the fact that women are vulnerable to violence and often victims of violent
behaviours, supported broadly by society, anti-gender movements go a step further. Such type of
manipulative strategies succeed in enforcing trans-women as aggressors, i.e. divert the focus from
complicated power positions to a marginalized community, dumping the burden of the male,
institutional, systematic violence against women. Employing the argument of the “unknown danger”
in relation to violence against women and girls is a phenomenon with a long tradition. This so-called
strategy of “the few rotten apples” among men, i.e. the claim that somewhere out there such
aggressors might exist, has been imposed on women and girls from an early age. Rhetoric of this type
is, in fact, the basis for locating the guilt in the victim in statements such as: What were you doing
alone at night? What were you wearing? etc. An identical strategy is employed by anti-gender actors
and gender-critical feminists, or a simplified portrayal of the “other” (in this case, trans-women) as
the usual threat, despite the fact that research and statistics show that women are most probable to
be sexually assaulted by someone they already know.'" Tudor justifiable wonders whether with the
hyper focus on the supposed threat of trans women in women’s spaces, gender-critical feminism
ultimately allows misogynistic men to pass under the radar. By placing accent on isolated cases of
violence against trans women or men claiming to be trans women, we ignore the systematic
oppression and vulnerability of women, sustained by privileged groups and power relations among
genders. In conclusion, anti-gender initiatives, along with their new partners from the lines of gender-
critical feminists, aim to tarnish a marginalized group rather than protect women. Finally, the focus of
such rethoric on trans women is not unintentional. Trans men are almost never mentioned in anti-
gender texts. This is further discussed in the third subtopic, within the discursive portrayal of “real”
women. In the next subtopic we examine another manipulative anti-gender movement strategy, i.e.,
the fear of losing “women’s” place, status and positions due to the alleged usurpation by trans-
gender people.

" For more see: Perpetrators of Sexual Violence: Statistics | RAINN available on:
<https://www.rainn.org/statistics/perpetrators-sexual-violence>



file:///C:/Users/Intel/Downloads/Perpetrators%20of%20Sexual%20Violence:%20Statistics%20|%20RAINN

6.2. Trans Women as Usurpers of Women'’s Spaces and Entitlement

Unquestionably, throughout history, feminism has faced plenty of criticism regarding excluded
or forgotten women, particularly marginalized women, i.e. women who belong to minority and
marginalized groups or ethnicities, the key argument addressed to the first and second wave of
feminism by contemporary feminists. It seems that the exclusionary politics of the third and fourth
wave of feminism are partly conducted from within, far more deliberately than the case with the first
and second wave. Our hypothesis is that anti-gender movements have significant role not so much in
challenging, but rather in strengthening and expanding the discord, particularly with regards to
feminism’s relationship with trans-gender people and trans activism and policies.

While the previous subtopic dealt with how anti-gender actors present trans women as
dangerous to women and children, in this one we shall focus on narratives tending to create an image
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of trans women as vicious thieves, robbing the few places and privileges affiliated with “real” women.

In the research, out of the bulk of texts aiming to divide the feminist movement, this subtopic is
guantitatively second, immediately after the previous subtopic. Together with the first subtopic, they
add up to half of the texts in this topic, which leads to the conclusion that anti-gender movements
create and support divisions in the feminist movement by painting a negative picture on trans
women, i.e. portraying them as dangerous enemies of “true” women and children. Consequently,
anti-gender movements advocate for an exclusionary policy dictating that feminism is only interested
in certain subjects defined through other discursive strategies as “real” women as opposed to those
defined as “false/masked women”. And so, a significant part of anti-gender texts published in North
Macedonia are in the form of messages aiming to incite anger and rage due to the supposed loss of
entitlement and status women enjoyed in the “good old days”. It should be noted that precisely these
seemingly lost spaces are, on the one hand, spaces in which women have been traditionally neglected
or excluded (like for instance, sport), while on the other hand, although traditionally occupied by
women, were often the goal of feminist criticism (for instance, beauty pageants, magazine covers
etc.).

ﬂ Franklin Graham @ e ,&\ Goran lliev
C: ® e

Where are we going as a nation when a nominee for our highest court will
not define what a woman is? When USA Today names a biological man as a
“Woman of the Year"? And when biological males are allowed to participate
in women'’s high school and college athletic programs and take titles away
from females who have worked their entire lives to achieve excellence in
their sport? Can you believe it has gone this far?

Those pushing this agenda want everyone to ignore science, biol... See
more
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“X: Franklin Graham (Billy Graham’s son and a renowned preacher from the USA) stated: ‘Where are
we going as a nation when a nominee for our highest court will not define what a woman is? When
USA Today names a biological man as a ‘Woman of the Year’? And when biological males are allowed
to participate in women’s high school and college athletic programs and take titles away from females
who have worked their entire lives to achieve excellence in their sport? Can you believe it has gone this
far? Those pushing this agenda want everyone to ignore science, biology and fact — and most
importantly, to ignore the truth of God’s word. Men and women are made different — That’s a Fact.
They have different chromosomal makeup — That’s a Fact. God, our Creator, designed it that way —
That’s a Fact.” (Save Marriage and Family, March 26", 2022)
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“Congratulations to all women breaking world records this year.” (Take Responsibility, February 24",
2022)

The selected texts and images disclose the lack of concern anti-gender movements have for
true inclusion of women in all aspect of society and political living, and their intention to create the
false perception that women are being excluded on account of trans women. Positions of false
usurpation are clear in such statements. Hence, victims of this loss are the “real” women, the guilty
party being the “fake” women, trans women, LGBTI activists, Western elites etc. Anti-gender
movements employ such power relations, dictating that trans women are more privileged than
women, to advocate for their own definitions of feminism, according to which mobilization and
activism towards advancement of the rights and status of trans-gender women is impossible.

One such post from the Facebook group “Take Responsibility” exploits definitions worded
precisely in that manner. According to them:



“Feminism means social, economic and political equality between the SEXES. What is a transgender
woman? — A man dressed up as a woman, taking female hormones, or who has decided to undergo
plastic surgeries in order to look like a woman. However, he remains a man because sex is in each cell
of our bodies, and you can’t change all the cells.” (Take Responsibility, December 19t, 2021)

For those aware of this definition, this might sound ridiculous, which doesn’t, however, make
it any less dangerous or manipulative. Accordingly, feminism belongs solely to biological women,
excluding gender as feminism’s most important analytical category, and consequently not only
limiting the movement, but also impeding feminist political mobilization resting on socially construed
realities and power relations and not merely on its biological foundations. In other words, feminist
fights are political fights for equality, challenging and problematizing inequalities understood as
“faith,” ,,natural”, ,the only normal”, supposedly unchangeable and fixed.
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6.3. Real Feminism for Real Women

After having examined how anti-gender movements portray trans women as rapists,
monsters and usurpers, aiming to stir emotions of hatred and anger among readers in the previous
two subtopics, in the third subtopic we deal with discovering how “real women” are presented in
order to generate belonging and identification. In the context of representing the self, or in this case,
“real femininity” and the expected recognition by other members of a virtual community such as
Facebook, we have already discussed the politics of belonging. The corpus of texts analysed in this
subtopic is a useful example in depicting strategies and policies of belonging, created by demarking
those who belong and the bodies and subjects which do not belong, other bodies, dangerous
subjects. Such texts aim to define real women and further define real feminism dealing with “real”
instead of “fake” women.
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YECTUT 8-MU MAPT 11 HA MAXKWTE?

Ocmmn MapT uan MefyHapOﬂHVIOT AEH Ha XeHaTa € AeH KOra ce npociasyBaar
E€KOHOMCKUTE, MNONUTUYKUTE N KYNTYPHUTE JOCTUTHYBakba Ha XeHaTa.

Ho, Hal1Te TPaHC-aKTUBMCTM, KOULITO MOXE Ja M1 3abenexuTe Kako KOMeHTpaar
Ha HallaTa CTpaHa W HU NPOMOBejaaT Kako Hue Tpeba Aa CU 1 BOCMUTYBame
COMCTBEHMTE JELla, BUKAaT AeKa 1 MaXuTe MOXaT Ja B1AAT XeHu, AOKONKY Taka ce
uyBCTBYBaar.

Moxebu aeHecka Tpeba Aa UM YeCcTUTaMe U Ha OHUE MaXu CO MaruuHM XeHCKM
UyBCTBA 3a CWUTE HUBHU AOCTUTHYBatba, MOCTUrHATU 6AarofapeHune Ha jakoto 106u
Ha /ITBTW+ TpaHC-aKTUBUCTUTE U Ae6ennTe COPOCOUAHM CMOH30PCTBA:

- 3a T0a Wro n0Kpaj MallKuUTe Npaea, r'm rpaGaaT N CUTE XEHCKW Npaea
- 3a TOa WTO rv oAsemMaar TUTYITe U NPBUTE MeCTa OA XEHUTE BO XXEHCKMOT CNopT
- 3a TOa WTO r'v oAsemMaat CTuneHaAnnTe o4 AeBOj'-WIH:aTa

- 3a T0a WTO MMaat NpaBo Aa BAerysaat BO XEHCKWU TOANeT, a HEPETKO U UM Ce
0TBOpa 04/IMYHa MOXHOCT Aa CuayBaat Co CBOjOT L KEHCKM" NeHnc

- 3a TOa WTO, KOra Ce OCyAeHM Nopaau KPpUMWUHANHU AeNna, Te HaMeCTO BO 3aTBOp,
CU NMOMUHYBaaT Kako BO XapeM - BO XXEHCKW 3aTBOp, Mefy XEeHn

- 3aT0a WTO ' 3emMaat u npmceoijaaT XeHckaTa 061eka, WMUHKa U O6yBKM co
BWCOKWM NOTNETULN

- 3a TOa WTO JOBOJIHO € Aa peyart AeKa ce "o6ecnpaBeHM, AUNCKPUMUHUPaHU U
MaprVIHalWIBVIpaHM", 3a uen CBeT Aa KNeKHe npej H1Ue

- 3a TOa WTO ro penatmsusmpaat 360pOT XEHa urtn o6e3n|/|uyBaaT BUCTUHCKUTE
KEHU

- 3a TOa LITO HMBHATa arpecuBHOCT € onpasAaHa, Mopaju Toa LWTo ce
“MaprvHanmsmpaHmn”, ama Kora XeHuTe ce rHeBHM LUTO MOBTOPHO I rybat npasata
3a CMeTKa Ha MaXu CO MCUXMYKO NODeMeTVBake Ha MAEHTUTETOT, Torall Tue ce
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LHAPPY 8™ MARCH TO MEN ALSO? / 8™ March or International Women'’s Day is the day when we
celebrate the economic, political and cultural achievements of women. However, our trans-activists,
commenting on our website and teaching us how to raise our children, claim that men can also be
women if they feel as such. Perhaps we should congratulate this holiday to men who imagine to have
female feelings for all their achievements, attained with the strong lobbying of LGBTI+ Trans activists
and huge Soros funds for:



- dispossessing women from their rights,

- depriving women of titles and first places in female sport,

- taking scholarships away from girls,

- having the right to enter female toilets, and consequently gaining a great opportunity to assault with
their “female” penis,

- enjoy accommodation in a women’s prison among women instead of being placed in men’s prison
when serving sentences,

- For appropriating women’s clothes, make up and high heels,

- They claim to feel “oppressed, discriminated against and marginalized” and the whole world kneels
before them,

- relativizing the word woman and disfiguring real women,

- having their aggression justified because of being “marginalized”, but when women are angry for
losing their rights on account of men with mental identity disorders they are labelled as violent and
transphobic

Etc... / Photo: No more men-women! Happy 8" March to Alll “(Take Responsibility, March 8", 2022)

Mpeszemn OgroBopHOCT
13 November 2021 - Q
3A HEBJAAWHWTE OPTAHM3ALWMK BO MAKEAOHWIA, HE MEHCTPYWNPAAT CAMO
KEHW 1 AEBOJKA

Bo 2011 romHa ce cobpane 4eTUpW CKOMjaHKK CO GemMUHNCTMUKE xenba Aa
HamnpasaT 1 4a NOTTMKHAT HeWTo BO "cheparta Ha XeHcknTe npasa” [1], ama 10
rofivHW NoAouHa, Bo 2021 rogvHa, ce 30yHWAe WTO € XeHaTa W BeKe 33 HUB He
MEHCTPYWMPaaT CaMo XeHW U AeBOjKMW, TYKY W HEKOW Apyru nyre. [2]

,NGOs IN MACEDONIA THINK WOMEN AND GIRLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ONES MENSTRUATING / In
2011, four women from Skopje with feministic tendencies gathered with the desire to do something in
the “sphere of women’s rights’, but 10 years later, in 2021, they got confused as to what is the
woman, so now they don’t think women and girls are the only ones menstruating but other people
too.” (Take Responsibility, November 13", 2021)

Important means in achieving such belonging and togetherness among women, all towards
affiliating them with anti-gender initiatives, is capitalizing on the most important date for feminism —
March 8. All anti-gender organizations and groups in North Macedonia celebrate March 8", sending
a message that their mission is not “anti-women” but rather their goal is the supposed protection of
women. However, anti-gender movement statements on the occasion of March 8" are not directed
towards celebrating the history of women’s struggle, the success of the feminist struggle, or
remembering current and future equality struggles, but simply aim to define real women and spread
false panic about the true enemy of women - transgender people, LGBTIQ activists or civil society, all
generated in the image of “Soros mercenaries”. In other words, March 8™ is exploited to define “real”
women as mothers, above all, creatures who menstruate and give birth, and thus revive traditional
representations of women as wives, mothers and housewives.



6.4. Moral Erosion of Feminism towards Sexually and Morally Pure Women
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In addition to definitions on “real” women, we also examine strategies labelling the “outcast”
among women. Anti-gender movements advocate for quite a crude and fixed frame of “real” women,
and every woman that does not fit the mould needs to be excluded (like trans women) or “converted”
(like, for instance, sex workers). Female sexuality is considered quite a taboo by anti-gender
movements. The only point of any interest in female sexuality is reproduction, i.e. the ability to
reproduce and create families. Beyond marriage and family, female sexuality hardly exists. However,
identifying the exact points when female sexual purity is brought into question is interesting. What
would be the most typical place for such “interventions” if not sex work? Additionally, the feminist
movement has been traditionally divided regarding feminist stand on sex work and pornography.
Within this discussion, the LGBTIQ movement is closer to pro-sex feminists, i.e. feminists who restrain
from problematizing women’s right to choose what they want to do with their body, whether it be
offering commercial sex services, making it the perfect place for the anti-gender movement to
heighten the discord within the feminist movement but also between LGBTIQ activists and individual
feminists.

~~' Mpe3semn OAroBopHOCT

g 1 21-Q

Y1pe, 17 [exemspu, /ITBT opranm3saummute CTAP-
CTAP, Koanuumja Maprvru u XOTIC ke ogpxat
NPOTECT €O Koj bapaar neranusalivja Ha
npocTuTyLmjaTa 80 Makezol Bue JINBT
OpraHy3aLIuM CMeTaaT Jieka MM MoMaraar Ha
0BME KYTPY AeBOjKH, yOeayBajku M Jeka
NPOAABAMETO Ha HUBHOTO TENIO 3a CeKCyaHM
nepBep3u Ha Maxute e a KaKo 1 cexoja
Apyra p . bapaat Apxasarta 4a UM ja
neranusupa Taa ,pabora’, Aa 4o6ujaT Aen o4
€KOHOMCKWTE MepKM Ha /ipXaBaTa NpoTMB
KOBW/I kpu3a: €jKM 33 BpEME Ha
naHjeMMjaTa 1 U30/1aLujaTa, NPOCTUTYTKMTe bunie
nonpeyeHi Bo (8ojarta ,paboTa’.

[la, apxasara Tpeba Aa uM nomorxe. Ho, 3apem
He 61 6una norosieMa v NoXymaHa nomotL

HEMa Aa 0 3arpo3yBa

04 <cja HEMa Aa (€ CpamaT HUBHUTE Aella,
DOAHUHK, NPUjaTENH, @ M TWE NO pééOTHCTO
BpEME HEMa Aa (€ 0CEKaaT KakKO NOHMKEHO
niapue Meco, TyKY KaKO ropAu, KBaMQUKyBaH! 1
CrI0COBHY rpafarm A nps pea?

“Tomorrow, December 17fh, the LGBT organizations STAR-STAR, Coalition Margins and HOPS are
planning to protest for legalization of prostitution in Macedonia. These LGBT organizations believe
they’re helping those poor girls by convincing them that selling their bodies to men for sexual
perversions is a job similar to any other. They demand that the country legalizes this “job”, making
them entitled to benefit from the state COVID financial measures, since during the pandemic and
isolation, prostitutes were prevented from doing their “job”. True, the state should help. But wouldn’t
be more helpful, humane, if the state gave them free education, free courses to acquire skills necessary
for real work? Work that woulnd’t endanger their health, work that won’t embarrass their children,
cousins, friends, even they wouldn’t feel humiliated after their working hours but proud, qualified and
able citizens?” (Take Responsibility, December 16", 2021).



~ Mpesemu OarosopHocT aee
18 December 2021 - Q@
LOEKPMMWHANM3ALLMIA HA "CEKCYANTHATA PABOTA"?!

3a Aa ce NOCTUTHE NpUdaKkakbe Ha BUIO KOja HACTPaHOCT 04 CTPpaHa Ha
OMWTECTBOTO, HAjNPBO €& MaHUMYAMpa co roBOpOT W CO 6Pa30BaHNETO.

Taka, OHWE LITO NOPaHO MM 3HaeBMe Kako "Ky*BW", "NpocTUTYTKU" 1 "o*ocnun’,
AeHecKa Ce NPerMeHYBaHK BO - "CeKCyanHu paboTHWYKK". Bue LWTO HEé ciegnTe
NoAONro BpemMe, Ke ce CeTUTE fleka BeKe BO HEKOJKY HaBpaTh MOCOUMBME jeKa Toa
ce npaswu co ogpegeHa uen. [1]

3owTo e Toa Taka? 3aToa WTO CaMUOT MOMM "CeKCyanHn paboTHUUKK" € NPUPOAHO
NPUGATANE 0 HAaPOAOT ako Ce NOARAM Ha ABe acoLMjaLMK - CeKC U paboTa - cuTe
nyfe MmaaT NPUMpoAHa CKNOHOCT KOH CEKCYaNnHOCT, CeKe, penpojykuuja, a pabotata
€ HELTO LWTO @ [N O HaLIWMOT CeKOjAHEBEH XMBOT.

Co BaKBOTO MaHWUMYIMPate Ha TOBOPOT He caMa LUTO Ce NOCTUrHyBa
HOpMaNU3Mpare Ha NPOCTUTYLIM|aTa, TYKY W CUTE XEHW LWTO CO UHTeNeKTyaneH u
DU3NUKK TPYA YECHO CW TO 3apaboTysaat CBOjoT Neb, ce u3egHauyBaHW U CTaBeHW
Ha UCTO PaMHULLTE CO NPOCTUTYTKUTE Kako "paboTHMUKK". 3apem 0Ba He e
NOHKNYBaHke Ha XeHCKMoT poa?!

CamuTe pasMucieTe janm cexkoja efHa XeHa Moxe Aa Buae NpocTTyTKa AOKONKY
caka W Janu cekoja efHa MPOCTUTYTKa MOoXe Aa BMAe AOKTOPKa, A0KOMKY caka.
MpuMepoT e MHOTY jaceH - 0AroBOPOT Ha NPBOTO e Aa, Bruaejkv 3a Toa e noTpebHa
CamMo efiHa BelUTUHA LUTO CeKoja eAHa >KeHa ja MMa, a 3a BTOPOTO - OArOBOPOT € He,
3alWTo ce NnoTpe6HW Lena gelieHuja CTyAUn U Npakca, MHTeAUreHUM]a, Hanop 1 TpYA.

BuepallHWOT NPOTECT Ha NPOCTUTYTKWTE 33 AEKPUMUHANM3ALM|a U Neranu3nparee
Ha NpocTMTyuMjaTa Bo MakeoHwWja 3anoyHa 0/ CNomMeH KyKata Ha Majka Tepe3a.
[anv MyvcnTe feka Toa € CIyd4ajHoCT? KM eJHOCTAaBHO CakaaT CMMBOIMYHO Aa
Ka»aT /1eka cekoja eHa NPOoCTUTYTKA € eHakBa Ha e/lHa TakBa YecHa »eHa KakBa
wTo buna Majka Tepesa. [2]

Tpeba Aa HarnacMmMe Aeka TyKa cTaHyBa 300p 3a YHULLTYBate Ha MopanHuTe
BPEAHOCTV Ha OMLITECTBOTO, @ HE 3a MOMararbe Ha XeHWTe 1 MaxuTe LUTO Ce Hawne
BO He3aBMAHa NoAoXba v ce OAAyYnne Aa CM ro Npoaaeaat TenoTo. Hajuecto tve
opraHusalm, kako Crap-Crap, Mapriusm n Xepa, wro ce 6opart 3a "npasata” Ha
"CeKCyanHWTe paboTHWMUKK®, Ce TPYAAT Aa ja NPMACOM|aT NOAAPLLKATA 04 O6UUYHMOT
rpafaHyH CO CeHTMMEHTaNHW NPWKa3HK, Kako Ha NpyMep, HeKoja »eHa
NCUXOPUINYKKM MaNTPeTUpaHa 04 CBOJOT CONPYT pellaBa Aa ja HamnyLwTy Taa
cpeAnHa, HO HWKOj He M NojaBa paka, Na 3aBpLuyBa NPoCTUTYMPajKK ce.

Ce pasbupa JieKa HEKOj MaT YOBEK MOXE [ja JOHECE MOTPELLHM OANYKW BO XMBOTOT
NopaAu OKOAHOCTUTE, HO MOMOLLTa Ha efiHa TakBa IMYHOCT Tpeba Ja ce COCToM BO
nojaBatbe paka 3a U3/e3 off TakBaTa He3aBWHa NOJoX6a, a He NoANaboko
TypKatbe U OnpasdyBatbe Ha MorpeLHo A0HeCceHnTe oYKW, HamecTo oBue
opraHu3aUMK Aa rv pexabunuTMpaat TakBUTe UHAMBUAYMW, TUE 1 OXpabpysaar U UM
nomaraaT Aa ocTaHaT Ha JHOTO, CO M3roBop Aeka ce 6opar 3a HUBHWTE Npasa K
npoTtus XMB 1 ApyruTe cekcyanHo NpeHoCTUBU 6ONECTH.

lMoHatamy, Ha npeata doTorpaduja (boTorpadupada Npes HekonKy roanHu) ke
BWAMTE HATMC Ha KOCTMMOT "my pussy, my business”. 30WTO e Ha aHIMUCKK?
MOBTPOHO O/ MaHUNYNATUBHW MPUUKUHIA - 38TOa WITO BaKBUTE ABUXEHba ce Aebeno
PUHAHCUpaHW Oj CTpaHCTBo T.e o4 Copoc [3] U 3aToa WTo AOKONKY bu 6uno
HaMWWaHo Ha MakeAOHCKW "Maja MW*Ka, Moja paboTa” bun 3ByUenc MHOry
nooAbuBHO 3a 0BMUHWOT Hapoa,

CeTo OBa ro Harnacyeame Bunaejku BakBUTe 3anaratba 3a eranmsaumja Ha
npocTutyumjata u opcrparse Ha ucrata Aa 6uae npudarteHa Kako HopMmanHa
paboTa e NnoaapxaHo o4 XEPA [4], TokMmy oHaa /ITETU+ opraHn3aumja WTo ro Kpou
06pa3oBaHMeTO Ha HawwTe Aeua. AKo Toa e cTae Ha XEPA, Toraw ce pazbupa aeka
Ke ro MpeHecar Kako "3Haehe” Ha HalluTe Aela.

TokmMy 3aToa BO MCTO Bpeme, Apyra JINBTV+ opraHusauuja - LEAD, MOBTOPHO
tduHaHcupara oa Copoc [5], NoA NpeBe30T Ha 3arpyXXeHocT 3a obpa3oBaHWETo Ha
HalMTe geua, ce 0buayBsa Aa HaMeTHe BO YUMNWLWITaTa 4a ce W3yuysaaTt
KOHTPOBEP3HW TemMK, Mery KOW:

« VicTononoen 6pakoen

« Jleranusaynja Ha necHUTe Aporv

« CeKCyanHoCT U CeKCYaNeH MAEHTUTET
« Pennrum n penvrnckin onpeaentu [6]

W ce pazbupa, cuTe ocTaHaTK "KOHTPOBEP3HW" TEMM, KaKO Neranusauumjata Ha
npoCTUTYLMIaTa U HOPMaNKM3MparbeTo Ha "NpoMeHaTa” Ha noJ.

,DECRIMINALIZATION OF SEX WORK?! / In order for society to accept any deviancy, manipulation has
to occur with speech and education. And so, those we used to know as wh**res, prostitutes, and sl*ts,
today are renamed as sex workers. Regular followers might recall that on several occasions we have



pointed to their intention. What is that? Since the term ‘sex worker’ is naturally more acceptable for
people, being divided into two parts — sex and work — all people have a natural affinity towards
sexuality, sex, reproduction, and work is part of our daily life. Such manipulation in speech not only
normalizes prostitution, but makes women who work intellectually and physically hard to earn their
money on the same ground with prostitutes as ‘workers’. Isn’t that humiliating to the female gender?!
/ Think for yourselves whether every woman can be a prostitute if she wanted to and whether a
prostitute can be a doctor if she wanted. The example is clear — the answer to the first is yes, because
it requires only one skill every woman has, but for the latter — the answer is no, because it takes a
decade of studying, practice, intelligence, effort and work. / Yesterday’s protest of the prostitutes to
decriminalize and legalize prostitution in Macedonia began from the Memorial House of Mother
Theresa. Do you think it’s a coincidence? Or they simply wanted symbolically to say that every
prostitute is equal to such an honourable woman as Mother Theresa was. It should be pointed out that
the fabric of society is being destroyed. Women and men in a tough situation who decided to sell their
body are not being helped. Most often, organizations like Star-Star, Margins and HERA, fighting for the
‘rights” of ‘sex workers’ try to win the support of reqular citizens with sentimental stories, like for
instance, a woman psycho-physically abused by her husband decides to leave this environment, but
since no one helps her, she ends up being a prostitute. / Of course sometimes a person can make the
wrong decision in life due to certain circumstances, but helping such a person consists of offering a
hand to leave such a difficult situation, rather than pushing them even deeper under the wrong
excuses. Instead of rehabilitating such individuals, these organizations encourage and help them reach
bottom, under the excuse of fighting for their rights and against HIV and other sexually transmitted
diseases. / Furthermore, the first photograph (from several years ago) is of a sign ‘my pussy, my
businesses. Why is it in English? Once again, in order to manipulate — because these movements are
hugely financed from abroad, i.e. by Soros and because in Macedonian it sounds repulsive to the
common people. / We stress this because such advocacies for legalizing prostitution and forcing its
acceptance as a normal job are supported by HERA, the LGBTI+ organization shaping our children’s
education. If this is HERA’s stand, then they will certainly relay that ‘knowledge’ to our children. It is
why another LGBTI+ organization — LEAD, financed by Soros, under the guise of concern about our
children’s education, is attempting to enforce controversial subjects at school, such as: /

e Same-sex marriages © Legalization of light drugs e Sexuality and sexual identity e religions and
religious beliefs. And of course, all other ‘controversial’ subjects, such as legalization of prostitution
and normalizing ‘sex change’. (Take Responsibility, December 18" 2021)

Once again, anti-gender movements tend not to engage in the topic of sex work to “save”
women, but rather denigrade specific civil society organizations and activists, as well as stir divisions
into “real” and “fake” feminism (as described in the previous subtopic with the division of “real” and
“fake” women). In their posts, sex workers as biological women are not selected as candidates for
exclusion but transformation. Discursively, they are presented as “poor girls,” manipulated by specific
civil society organizations, portrayed, on the other hand, as pure evil. This pure evil, according to the
warnings issued by anti-gender initiatives, does not stop there. Their agenda is to turn men into
women, women into sexually immoral and tainted subjects, children into sexually and gender
confused -“neither men, neither women”— spiced with light drugs and atheism. Conspirational
elements are often introduced in anti-gender initiative narratives, aiming to mark the enemy — trans-
gender activists, LGBTIQ activists, but also all progressive voices in society. This leads us into the next
subtopic on strategies of portraying “true” women as victims and progressive voices as “enemies”,
making space to create political reality.

|II



6.5. Creating Divisions in the Feminist and LGBTIQ movement

Divisions in the feminist movement regarding the position on transgender and understanding
gender have been long-established. However, feminists joining the anti-gender movements,
ideologically contrary to the key values of feminism, is a novelty in the division. Such strange
coalitions are today political reality, not only in feminist debate, but also in activism, policies and
legislation.

Mpesemn OAroBopHOCT e
27 January - @
VIPOHWJA: OPTAHV3ALIVIATA HA OBEAVHETUTE HALIMW 3A XXEHCKTE MPABA
KE M1 OTCTPAHW 360POBUTE "KEHA" U "MAX"

UN Women unv opraHusauujata Ha ObeAmMHeTUTe Haumm LWTO ce BopwM 3a XeHcKuTe
npa.a HW3 cBeToT, Bo 2019 roanHa 06jaBun Aeka BeKe Hema Aa rv 3actanysa camo
XeHWUTe, TyKy AeKa "cuTe poAosu ce ogHakem". OAHOCHO, MaX LITO ce
WAEHTUOMKYBA KaKO XeHa MMa UCTO TOJIKY XEHCKMU NpaBa Kako 1 61MoNoLwKa,
BUCTUHCKA XeHa.

OpraHu3aumjaTa, BO JOKYMEHT HapeueH 12 Manuv Aena co ronemo BaujaHue 3a
eHaKBOCT Ha reHepaLujata”, objacHyBsa:

"TepMUHUTE KakKo 'MaLLKO' MK 'XKEHCKO' T1 UCKIydyBaaT HebuHapHuTe 1
VHTEPNONOBUTE Nyfe, KON He Ce BKAYUYEHWN BO HUTY eHa O/ OBUEe KaTeropun...

CeKOjAHEBHWOT ja3uK Urpa rosema yaora Bo pyLlere Ha PoAOoBUTE CTEPeOTUNN 1
oTdpnareTo Ha BUHapPHOCTa Ha MaLLKO M XeHCKO. HamecTo Aa ce kopuctat gpasu
KaKo 'AaMu v rocnoja’ av ‘"MOMUmiba 1 AeBOjumniba’, CMEeHeTe v CO POA0BO-
HeyTpanHu TEPMUHW, Kako 'Hapoje’, 'Aeua’ uam ‘cute Bue'."

M NoBTOPHO, OBME OpraHusauum yrnopHo TBPAAT Aeka Ce MHOTY 3arpuxXeHu 3a
L06pococTojbaTa Ha XeHUTe U HUBHUTE NPaBa, a CamuTe Tve ro paspyLuysaat
nommoT "XeHa" 1 "AeBojka" A0 HENPEeno3HaT/NBOCT.

M3Bop:

https://www.dailysignal.com/.../the-irony-un-women.../amp/

,,IRONY: UN WOMEN, AN ORGANISATION FOR THE EMIPOWERMENT OF WOMEN TO REMOVE WORDS
‘WOMAN’ AND ‘MEN / UN Women announced in 2019 that it no longer represents only women but
considers ‘all genders as equal’. In other words, a man identifying as a woman has equal rights as a
biological, real woman. / In a document entitled ‘12 Small Actions with Big Impact for Generation
Equality’, the organization explains: / ‘terms such as ‘male or female’ exclude non-binary and intersex
people who don’t fall into any of these categories... Everyday language plays a huge role in breaking



gender stereotypes and rejecting the binary of male and female. Instead of using phrases like ‘ladies
and gentlemen’ or ‘boys and girls’, swap in a gender-neutral term like ‘folks’, ‘children’, or “y’all’. /
Once again these organizations claim to be very concerned about the well-being of women and their
rights, while in fact they are destroying the term ‘woman’ and ‘girl” until it won’t be recognizable any
longer. (Take Responsibility, January 27", 2022)

The growth and mobilization of trans-gender people and activists contributed to the
problematization and reconceptualization of gender by feminists. Intersectional feminism, as
expected, opted for a more inclusive position by redirecting the focus on interactions between race,
class, sexuality and gender. However, it should be pointed that certain radical feminists maintained
their essentialist position regarding this question — what does it mean to be a woman? Unfortunately,
a significant portion of these gender-critical feminists articulate their opposition to the concept of
gender by employing anti-transgender rhetoric, finding theoretical stronghold in the works of Janice
Raymond and Germaine Greer.

According to Lemert (2013), “If feminism had a goal, it would be to represent, support and
provide shelter and community for those oppressed by the patriarchy.” Intersectional approach to
feminism entails a more inclusive definition of femininity. Gender-critical feminists dispute all
transgender people, however, a significant bulk of their literature focusses on how trans women
“appropriate femininity” (Schweizer, 2020). The works of the prominent gender-critical feminist,
Janice Raymond, continue to be quoted in discussions on trans women. Her arguments (made in the
1970s) correspond to those of contemporary gender-critical feminists and anti-gender actors.
Namely, the key point in this merge between anti-gender movements and gender-critical feminism is
the belief that trans women are not (and cannot) be ‘real’ women. Although Raymond and other
gender-critical feminists encourage cisgender women to undermine gender roles, they also claim that
every trans gender woman depicting herself in a traditionally female manner becomes a ‘parody’ or
‘caricature’ (Raymond, 1979). According to Raymond, and, as suggested previously, according to anti-
gender initiatives, what makes a woman is “female” biology, “women’s history” (socialization),
menstruation, “the ability to become pregnant” and “the history of female subordination in a male-
dominated society” (Raymond, 1979).

The axis of convergence between gender-critical feminists and the anti-gender movement
meets exactly in these elaborated points. Yet, they also serve as the axis of division among
intersectional feminism, gender-critical feminism and the anti-gender movement. In both cases, anti-
gender actors use this position of division to capitalize on their struggle, not merely an ideological
one, for instance a social discussion, but rather a struggle affecting people’s daily lives, policies, laws
and administrative procedures. Consequently, denying the right to gender, i.e. preventing
transgender people from changing their sex markers in personal identification documents in North
Macedonia was the result of the joint efforts of some female organizations and anti-gender
movements. The division within the feminist movement and the split between part of the feminist
and the LGBTIQ movement, even the disagreements within the LGBTIQ movement, resting on the
different positions regarding transgender people, were exacerbated by the anti-gender movements.
Finally, the only ones benefiting from this division were anti-gender actors, the losing side being
feminists, LGBTIQ activists, and, of course, transgender people as the most marginalized group in
society.



7. Anti-gender Movements and (Un)successful families, Relationships and Partnerships
7.1. Relativizing the Concept of Common and Commoning

Texts in which the predominant subject is the success of exclusively heterosexual
partnerships, in particular marriage unions, disclose the aspect of the discourse by citing prominent
political figures, artists, therapists and life coaches, missionaries and the Bible. Statements of this type
tend not to mention different forms of partnerships, which are instead removed and declared as
“unsuccessful” following anti-gender logic, in order to meet the required composition and set of
behaviour. Digressions to the norm emerge only as instances of derision and humiliation. The posts
tend to interpret marriage as a personal life achievement, central, above all, to the man, while the
woman’s perspective is seldom disclosed. This is best illustrated in Winston Churchill’s quote: “My
most brilliant achievement was my ability to be able to persuade my wife to marry me.” (Save
Marriage and Family, February 8", 2022). These text, primarily, depict the man as possessing special
powers to convince his wife marry and respect him, a somewhat one-sided image, never implying
reciprocity or satisfying the needs of both parties.

In such hierarchically established relations, the marital environment is complemented with a
duration requirement, i.e. immortalizing this relation, regardless of the partner’s circumstances,
abilities and desire to continue investing in it. The message is conveyed with quotations like “Where
there is love there is life” by Mahatma Gandhi, and then recoded by anti-gender ideology (Save
Marriage and Family, February 7" 2022). Decontextualized, the message shifts in essence, clearly
relaying the normative axis of the existence allowed: happy people, who have decided to eternally
love their chosen partner at any cost, or, on the other hand, socially rejected and inadequate
individuals, cultivating tanthalogical and necrophilic urges. The covenant of marriage, in this aspect, is
interpreted as an indefinite punishment, and partners are obliged to serve their duty in the role of
complying martyrs, pivotal, but with limited power — sufficient only to prevent them from succumbing
to the temptation of separating. In this respect, the posts imply a line of thought, which, in the
broader aspect of the anti-gender movement, ignores marital harassment and violence, concealed
under the guise of marital service. At a linguistic level, the posts employ a rather narrow range of
verbs, proposing that spouses are obliged to: forgive, endure, pardon and suffer. “Marriage is meant
to keep people together not just when things are good, but particularly when they are bad. That’s
why we take marriage vows — not wishes,” as quoted by Ngina Otiende. (Save Marriage and Family,
February 10", 2022).

Furthermore, the obligation to remain married, as the final justification offered, is construed
as an undisclosed national debt of the individual to country and order, or as quoted by Newt Gingrich,
“heterosexual marriage is the core of our civilization” (Save Marriage and Family, February 11"
2022). Individual happiness found beyond the unification of marriage is understood as a direct threat
to collective harmony, wellbeing, moral and to progress in a society. Consequently, the most ill-fated
and violent marriages are seen as challenges waiting to be conquered by the individual. Accordingly,
anti-gender posts tend not only to recycle assorted motivational quotes, but also share anegdotal
stories commending child marriage (e.g. “Married for 91 years and still in love as newlyweds” from
Save Marriage and Family, February 16", 2022), normalizing marital violence. For instance, a member
published a story, “Marital revenge,” about a man, who although hurt and humiliated by his wife,
decides to punish his partner by making her fall in love with him again, only to leave her afterwards
(Save Marriage and Family, February 14" 2022). The defamiliarization twist ensues when the plan
backfires and they fall in love, the moral of the story being that true love requires sacrifices on both



sides. The act of sacrifice finds its purpose by being decontextualized and romanticised towards
encouraging forgiveness and overlooking harassing and violent behaviours in the name of the marital
covenant.

7.2. Simulating an Attack on Heteronormative Family

During the Week of Marriage, the subject matter abounded with posts related to the
traditional and narrow understanding of family, the “nucleus” of which is under constant scrutiny and
problematization, i.e. reading it as a community consisting of two heterosexual parents and as many
children as possible. This perspective is suggested in texts glorifying fertility and winners of
competitions for families with multiple children.
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Bo byrapwja, Heaenata Ha 6pakor 6elue NpocaeAeHa Co Pa3nMyHN aKTUBHOCTY, Mefy KOU W OHAajH HaCTaHu, CO
BOAGUKW MefyHapoAHU 1 Byrapckv roBopHULM oA obnacta Ha cemejHuTe ogHock. Ce oapka U HarpajHa urpa 3a
MHOTYAIETHO CEME]JCTBO U CeMejCTBO CO Haj6pojHM Najkosy.

CemejctBoTo Pajkoeu, No6eaHMLM BO HaNTPeBapoT 3a MHOTYAETHO cemejcTeo (co 6 Aeua) usjasuja: ,CemejcTBOTO €
HALWMOT HajNPeAn3BUKYBaUKM NPEAU3BUK, HO U HalaTa HajBo36yANMBa NPUBMAErMja - TOA € M3BOPOT Ha HawuTe
Hajanaboku 60/KK, HO W HalwWTe HajroNemMmn PaAoCTy - TOa @ HajYMCTOTO OrNeAanc Ha HawwTe cnabocTu, Ho 1
HajcurypHata noAApLuKa BO CuTe 1 OKOAHOCTH”. See less

“The Week of Marriage in Bulgaria was celebrated with different activities, such as online events, with
guest appearances of leading international and Bulgarian speakers on family relations. A competition
for families with multiple children and families most liked on Facebook also took place. The family that
gathered the most likes, the Rajkovs, winners of the competition for families with multiple children (6
children) stated: Family is our biggest challenge, but also the most exciting privilege — the source of
our biggest pain but also our biggest joys — it is the purest mirror of our abilities, but also the safest
support in all circumstances.” (Save Marriage and Families, February 12, 2022)

In this regard, the only family worth mentioning are communities based and built on the
principle of “linear growth, “carrying the obligation to create the “order” and relay this duty to future
generations. Hence, communities who have failed to meet the basic parameters of the “family” are
socially unacceptable and undesirable. Their very existence and actions, having a ripple effect on their
surroundings, are perceived as a potential threat and peril to heritage expressed in the numbers of
the progeny, i.e. rules of conduct to be relayed by future generations. Once a family is modified to fit
the established mould, cannot break it. The prohibition subsists on a linguistic level as well anytime
the spouses supposedly “ruined” or “destroyed” the family or disrupted the “marital harmony.”
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(Save Marriage and Family, February 8" 2022)

These posts claim that the marital union should be maintained at any cost. Any other choice is
unacceptable, likened to personal happiness bound to cause collective unhappiness. Those preferring
their wellbeing are described as incorrigible, irresponsible and selfish, searching for instant and short-
lived pleasures. Exploration outside of marriage is considered as promiscuous, while even the worst
experience inside the union is swiftly forgiven:

“The number of marital partners willing to sacrifice themselves for the sake of the family is decreasing.
Their decisions are related only to personal happiness, not the happiness and needs of their children.
The prevailing attitude is ‘better happy children and divorced parents instead of unhappy families’. The
accent is placed on individual happiness, not collective, family harmony.” - stated by prof. d-r Svetlana
Trbojevic, Head of the Institute for Social Work and Social Policy at the Faculty of Philosophy at UKIM.
(Save Marriage and Family, December 11th, 2021)

Preserving the family perceived as the “nuclear cell of society” is the primary goal of anti-
LGBTIQ, anti-gender and anti-democracy ideology. The family is the centre, demonstrating its power
in this “moral” system by constantly fabricating its disintegration, in order to fortify its position and
power. Consequently, communities recognized as queer, including LGBTIQ people, single parents,
divorced parents, people with previous marriages, etc., are introduced in anti-gender ideology as the
worst enemies, perpetuating something different than the desired. Such partnerships are depicted as



loveless, for in the ocean of dislocating meaning, “true love” exists only in successful marriages and
families, not in “artificially created” modern partnerships. The first are identified as real, driving
automatically the latter to the “arena” of the fictional.

7.3. A Call for Civic Participation Following the Principle of Exclusion

Unwavering acceptance and further strengthening of this position on marriage and family,
demands more than simply locating the few targeted enemies. As a vivid illustration of how
unacceptable these communities are, the analysed materials introduce even more terrifying stories
from abroad, involving examples of interrogation, condemnation and criminalization of certain
practices, such as hate crimes, aiming to help the audience better visualize the imagined threat as a
wave coming from outside, projected to endanger the fabricated precarious position of
heteronormative communities.
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YneHoT Ha NnapnameHToOT U niekap NanBu PacaHeH 1 n3GpaHnoT Guckyn u fekaH JyxaHa Moxjona
6ea 06BUHeTH off PUHCKMOT jaBeH 06BUHUTEN 3a ,3N0CTOPCTBA Of OMpasa“ 3a jaBHO
n3pasyBatbe Ha HUBHUTE XpUCTHjaHCKM y6elyBatba BO BPCKa CO 6pakoT U Ha 14.02.22 Gea
MOBUKaHU Of CyAoT Ha DuHCKa, fia GuAaT cocnylaHu.

Cnopea MefyHapogHvoT niyTepaHcku coseT (ILC), o6BuHeHujaTa npouanerysaar og 6powypata
op 2004 roavHa, o6jaBeHa of ,Luther Foundation Finland", koja ro apTukynupa uctopuckoto
XPUCTUjAHCKO yyetbe 3a YoBeyKaTa CeKCyanHocT.

[-p PaseHeH ja Hanuwan 6powypata ,MalKo 1 xeHcko Toj rv co3aae: XoMoceKcyanHure
OfIHOCH TO NPeAN3BUKYBaaT XPUCTUjaHCKMOT KOHLIENT Ha YOBEWTBOTO", NpeA 18 roAuHN.

OHMI'ﬂe,ElHO, aKo oBaa KHura vae OCyAeHa Kako KpuMuHanHa, a HejaMHVIOT aBToOp U U3aaBsad ce
OCyAileHU Ha 3aTBOp Kako nocneauua, Taa HaBecTyBa TpaymaTuyHa v rpyesnTa ngHuHa He caMmo
B0 DUHCKa, TYKy U Ha LenuoT 3anag.

,Pdivi Rdsdnen, an MP and a doctor, and Bishop Juhana Pohjola were charged for ‘hate crimes’ by the
Finish Public Prosecutor for having publically expressed their Christian beliefs on marriage. They were
summoned to Court on 14.02.2022 to a hearing. According to the International Lutheran Council (ILC),
the charges arise from a 2004 booklet, published by the ‘Luther Foundation Finland’, on traditional
Christian teachings on human sexuality. Dr. Rédsdnen was the author of the brochure “Male and
Female — he Created Them: Homosexual Relationships Challenge Christian Concept of Humanity,” 18
years ago. Obviously, condemning the book as criminal, and sentencing its author and publisher to
imprisonment as a consequence, heralds traumatic future not only for Finland, but rather the entire
West.“ (Save Marriage and Family, February 16" 2022)

Additionally, similar stories from abroad are employed for manipulattion, making the development of
domestic legislation to register as backward and problematic. Such posts aim to stir a reaction



encouraging the withdrawl of certain documents legally guaranteeing freedom and non-
discrimination.

,Istanbul Convention REJECTED in Bulgaria! Bravo for the Bulgarian court. What about us? / “The
Constitutional Court in Bulgaria yesterday ruled that the term ‘sex’ should exclusively be understood in
its biological sense.” / The synod should reside and issue a statement and stand together with the
parents in our fight against the implementation of Gender Ideology in Education, against the disputed
content of the Istanbul Convention, as the starting point for all problems we face in our entire system
and education! The Istanbul Convention is attacking the Traditional Family, Church and Education —
we mustn’t allow it! React immediately!” (Textbooks and School Presence,” November 2" 2021)

Advocating for rejection of conventions and other documents, as in the case mentioned, rests
on proving that their implementation is directly introduced by previously tarnished profiles of LGBTIQ
people and civil society organizations. In most cases they are portrayed as active supporters and
members of the ruling party, although in reality they are rarely involved in offering advice or
consultation, and almost never truly participate in the political system (self-governance, partnership
and delegated joint decision-making).

In conclusion, opponents are profiled as worst enemies of traditional families due to: (1) the
different behaviour and commoning in society and (2) discontinuing the transmission of imposed
duties and values, via a horizontal, not vertical creation of collectives.

8. Anti-gender Expansion in Education

Disregarding small contextual variations in the manner of dispersing activities nationally in
different countries, anti-gender movements everywhere, without exception, enforce their stand on
education. These discourses are introduced by problematizing children as passive subjects under
immediate threat, expanding as a danger to parents, young people, the teaching staff, but also the
wider community, history, nationality and the future of the civilization. The range of issues at risk
increases, transforming into a “funnel” containing a flush of social problems.

The first division to “endangered entities,” as the root of the stratification, is the perpetuity of
the binary between child and adults. In fact, the analysis includes a special chapter on texts
referencing education in order to examine the anti-gender narratives exploited by social control
mechanisms to “maintain the dominant power relations that operate within cultural binaries such as:
adult/child, parent/educator, teacher/student, heterosexual/homosexual, familial/extra-familial
sexual abuse“* (Robinson, Kerry H.). Hence, anti-gender definition of childhood employs discourses
indicating to the existence of a shared human experience, presenting an unreal notion of the child as
universal and unchangeable unit with a “natural state”. Children are portrayed as innocent,
vulnerable, as opposed to adults, depicted as the uncontested guardians of knowledge. Through this
prism, the dominant discourse, characteristic for this ideology, is the parent’s right to decide what

their child has the right to know. The secondary discourse, on the other hand, is the child’s right to be

12 Robinson, Kerry H., In the Name of ‘Childhood Innocence’, Cultural Studies Review, Vol. 14, No. 2, September
2008, p. 115.



protected from different marginalized social groups, considered, by anti-gender movements, to abuse
children to enforce and conduct personal agendas.

8.1. Depriving Parenting rights

The narrative, in the research, exploring the parental function is established primarily on
introducing the division of “primitive” as opposed to “modern” parents, with a dose of sarcasm.
“Primitive” are considered to be parents raising their children in the spirit of traditional values, the
“modern” being those opposing this view point. The distinction is made by prominent anti-gender
movement activists, the message being to humiliate a specific group of parents. Recognizing
themselves in certain aspects, the target audience becomes apprehensive, feeling humiliation and
insufficiency, as opposed to the noteworthy actions resulting from the parental sacrifice and
selflessness of the other group. The comparison is to “modern” parents mocking this “dedication”. In
that regard, this newly proclaimed group of parents, feeling threatened, perceive parenthood as
something to be possessed and given to the children “devotedly,” in return for the collective/s
gratitude and respect. They perceive their role in relation to the previously mentioned duty in
heteronormative traditions along the lines of linear continuation of family and posterity (see more in
subchapter 7.1. and 7.2.). Consequently, children don’t have the right to be consulted in decisions
related to their educational needs, as each attempt to the contrary is perceived as denying the
parents of their parental power. Usually, anti-gender movement contents discuss the loss of the
parental reputation or status by depriving them of the opportunity to share certain knowledge with
the children when the “true time” comes. However, this vague “period of knowledge” is never
discussed further in posts. The “initiation phase,” when children are inducted in the “adult world,” is
always mystified. Posts on this subject usually argue that the introduction of Comprehensive Sexual
Education should occur at the “proper age,” however, the content itself never indicates as to the
correct age. As Inappropriate is considered pre-school and school age, while coming of age is
determined as the cross-section when young people are able to decide for themselves, without
having previously adopted any knowledge on sexuality and health. Such an example is the
moderator’s status of the Facebook group “Textbooks and School Presence”:

“We, the ‘primitive’ mothers nurture and sustain family, traditional and moral values. Yes, we want
our children to have sexual education at an age appropriate for them to accept it, i.e., after they study
biology as a science. Sexual education implies reproductive health, knowing the reproductive organs,
sexual relations, contraception and protection from sexual violence. Comprehensive Sexual Education
is quite a different problem? What are we supposed to comprehend? (...) | respect every life decision.
Each adult has the right to determine themselves sexually as they please, feel as they please, be what
they please. | respect and will continue to respect everything that makes a person happy. This,
however, doesn’t give anyone the right to impose certain beliefs on our children and disrespect my
beliefs”. (Textbooks and School Presence,” Mach 6" 2022)



By creating an “exclusive adult arena,“** knowledge about sexuality remains reserved only for
parents, children being perceived as asexual subjects, with no desires, ability to fantasize, or even real
experiences (Robinson, Kerry H.). They are inserted in the category of the “innocent Others” and
“ (Ibid.) to most information necessary to be acquired
before reaching the adult phase. In addition, anti-gender movement calls parents “the true

fictively protected by “being denied access

guardians” of children in various propaganda. In this regard, the possibility to control children is
perceived as the sacred inherited power parents are allowed to abuse. They take the position of sole
“overseers” of children who are to be overseen and are expected to continue this “pedagogy of the
oppressed” (Freire, Paulo.).”® The danger that such control should exist lies in its expansion in the
different domains of the children’s world, such as school and other environments. In order to achieve
such control, anti-gender movements act in the direction of creating different, constantly monitored
environments, relativizing the role of all other public educational institutions before the public as
being untrustworthy. All state agencies are presented as dubious agents working against public
interest, covering information like conspirators:

,YET ANOTHER SHOCK FOR PARENTS! TO WHOM DO WE ENTRUST OUR CHILDREN? / | have already
informed you that the Parents’ Council at the St. Kliment Ohridski Elementary School in Bitola delivered
a request for public information to the Ministry of Education and Science in regards to gender-sensitive
education, delivered then to the Bureau for Educational Development (BED). BED failed to respond to
our questions but replied that the program will be harmonized with the programs of institutions like
UNESCO, WHO, UNICEF ... (...). Since now BED failed to deliver a response in the legally prescribed
period, the Council filed an appeal to the Agency for PROTECTION of the right to access public
information!!! Do you know what the Agency’s response was? / 1. BED did not receive a letter. Despite
the note issued to us that the letter was received! 2. Even if BED had received the letter, they didn’t
have an obligation to respond since the information our children will learn in gender-sensitive
education in times when all possible laws and the Constitution are violated, textbooks provided, no
transparent teaching materials, while teachers are trained increasingly, but materials are hidden, IS
NOT PUBLIC INFORMATION!!! / THE AGENCY SUPPOSED TO PROTECT OUR RIGHT DECIDED THAT IT IS
NOT IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST FOR PARENTS TO KNOW WHAT THEIR CHILDREN STUDY!!!,, (Parent-
member of the Parents’ Council at the St. Kliment Ohridski — Bitola, United We Stand Tall, October 9t
2021).

8.1.1. Increased Monitoring in School Environments

Anti-gender movements disseminate narratives related to increased monitoring of school
environments, arguing that these have already been made unsafe by “gender ideology” for anyone
passing through. With demands for increased control on children, a violent environment is created by
introducing repressive atitutude towards children. By employing such oppression, professors,
teachers and members of school bodies are reconstructed as precarious subjects, trapped in the

B Robinson, Kerry H., In the Name of ‘Childhood Innocence’, Cultural Studies Review, Vol. 14, No. 2, September
2008, p. 116.

" Ibid. p. 121.

© Freire, Paulo, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, New York: The Continuum International Publishing Group Inc.,
2005, p. 46.



network of LGBTIQ activists, NGOs, institutions and the government. The first are misleadingly
described as collective heroes, individuals who have managed to fight against “gender ideology” and
sacrificed social status, reputation and power to achieve higher goals. The various statements posted
reveal personal stories about individuals believed to have been: forced to resign or were fired,
replaced with less qualified individuals and suspended for having defended science and truth. The
general idea such posts convey is that regardless of the position, everyone loses the “fight” against
gender.

Two such instances, involving selective circulation of the full story, in order to create a
collective hero, are the cases of Jordan Peterson and James Esses. Peterson was forced to resign as a
full tenured psychology professor at the University in Toronto, while Esses’s contract at the Metaonia
Institute, where he was teaching a therapist training course, was terminated. Peterson, publically
advocating for numerous outdated and conservative stands, such as the “crisis of manhood,” and who
largely contributed to the rise of right-wing populism in USA and Europe, introduces himself as
professor emeritus and a psychologist forced to resign from his “honorary position” not because of
his problematic positions but rather due to the “LGBTIQ” ideology. Esses, on the other hand, was
expelled from the Institute he taught at for lodging a public petition to safeguard conversion therapy
and counselling for LGBTIQ children. In fact, he endorsed himself as a “true defender” of vulnerable
children, co-founding the so-called Thoughtful Therapists group, leading a campaign against gender
transition in young people, and advocating for harmful interventions through reparative therapy.
However, the background information on Peterson and Esses is missing from the posts, making their
exclusion from the education system appear as an act of injustice, with the potential to unfold on
other levels:

,0ne of the most eminent clinical psychologists and author currently, Jordan Peterson, resigned as a
full tenure professor at the University of Toronto, due to the bad influence of WOKE and LGBTI+
ideology under the guise of DIE (diversity, inclusiveness and equity). His male white heterosexual
students have no academic future, regardless of their high achievements. Read his full statement,
because when organizations like Margins, HERA and the Helsinki Committee, aggressively demanding
erasure of words from dictionaries and alteration of textbooks not matching their ideology, soon there
will be no work for those who didn’t ‘change’ their sex, aren’t gay or don’t deny science.” (Take
Responsibility, January 26", 2022)

In posts sharing stories of higher education professors, the aim is to disseminate fear among
the general public, while in stories of teachers in elementary and high schools, the fake news is
intended to terrify the current faculty. Anti-gender narratives suggest that the school environment is
no longer safe. One such instance is a TikTok video of a woman claiming to have been expelled from a
high school job because she rejected to meow like a cat. Once the view count increased, various
media checked the facts and discovered the story posted by the woman, who was indeed a teacher,
was completely fabricated. Subsequent posts clarified that her goal supposedly was to create a story
in order to “raise awareness” on what children have to go through in schools. However, the post was
shared in Macedonian by anti-gender groups without any information that the story was fabricated,
but commenting on the first story they interpreted as true:



LA substitute teacher claims to have been expelled because she refused to meow like a cat. When the
teacher started the morning roll call, she heard a meowing from one of the desks, thinking a child was
joking. A little girl told her that a boy from the third row identified as a cat and that the teacher should
meow back at him. Of course, the teacher thought it was a joke and started joking, to which the boy
left the room in protest. Later, at the principal’s office, the teacher was told that the school no longer
needs “her services, since she failed to identify with all the children in the classroom’” and meow when
a child addressed her with meowing. Yes, now, not only are men allowed to become women, but they
can identify as domestic pets and everyone should join in the madness.” (Take Responsibility, January
25", 2022)

Several of the sources examined in this analysis implicate classic conspiracy theories as well,
where certain criminally punishable acts are exploited in favour of anti-gender ideology, causing
further unavoidable negative consequences on the notion of LGBTIQ children in the educational
system. By simplifying the nature of a sexual assault case in Loudoun County in Virginia, certain posts,
in addition to relativizing the actions of the school and police in a rape case, portrays the school
administration as an institution constantly attempting to conceal incidents of sexual violence and
harassment — on behalf of LGBTIQ people. Briefly, in the specific case, a transgender boy raped a girl
in the school toilet. Notwithstanding the criminal nature and injustice in the case, the broadcasted
stories always failed to include the fact that the participants had previous sexual history and used to
meet at the place of the incidents, all in order to stereotype transgender individuals as criminals and
monsters transiting with evil intentions (to assault children and women in toilets) (see subchapter
4.3). Anti-gender actors misrepresented the facts to such a degree, that the police and the protocol
on dealing with violence and harassment in the school environment is never a topic of conversation.
The focus is redirected to the alleged dangers from allowing transgender people, i.e. transgender
children to use female toilets. The more vocal ones, on the other hand, propagating stricter
monitoring in schools and depriving children with fluid gender identity of any rights — become alleged
defenders of children’s and women’s rights. Furthermore, the expulsion of individual members
opposing the dominant anti-gender narrative from school boards, are presented as small victories in
the corrupted and unjust system. This encourages polarization of the public, which, while cheering for
one group and criticizing the other, is defocused from the real problem - sexual violence and
harassment in school environments and among youth. Finally, in such instances, anti-gender activists
never fail to support the story with local examples linked to a bigger conspiracy theory — where all
events result from and are covered by left-wing currents advocating for “LGBTIQ ideology”.

“Research on the case of the trans-gender boy who raped two girls in schools in Loudoun revealed new
findings. Public schools in Loudoun are obliged to file an annual report to the U.S. Department of
Education on events related to sexual harassment and violence, and inform the general public about it.
However, the Stone Bridge School reported zero such events for the 2020-2021, including May 28"
when one of the girls was raped. (...) Of course, members of the school board were aware of this.
Monitoring the entire case and how the truth is being hidden by people at high positions far too long, a
question arises: is the scout sex scandal the first case at all and will justice prevail, or will the people be
defocused again in order to forget the event? / Lets stress: the events in Loundoun were covered up by
progressive left-wing currents, advocating for LGBTI+ trans ideology. These are the ones pushing for
CSU and all types of sexualisation of children, claiming to protect and fight for children’s and women’s
rights. Is the story familiar?” (Take Responsibility, October 18", 2021).



Finally, anti-gender worldviews maintain the opinion that school environments are unsafe
because LGBTIQ organizations wish to enforce their own language and terminate democracy, thus
limiting the freedom of speech of the majority. In addition, they strive to profile the LGBTIQ
community as elitists, with powerful connections to the government, slowly occupying all working
positions in education and depriving “truly qualified people” from work. In such content, the LGBTIQ
community is depicted as having thoroughly infiltrated all educational institutions, superior above
everyone else, encouraging actions for which certain marginalized communities are blamed. As a
result of this hyperbolized threat, anti-gender followers are misled and initiated into creating heaves
of moral panic and mobilization towards antidemocratic, discriminatory and punishable actions.
Consequently, in the eyes of anti-gender actors, schools and classrooms turn into dangerous and
hazardous places, in need of a new type of control, or an environment totally unsuitable for children.

“Students suspended from school because they stood behind science / In September, a high school
student from New Hampshire, England, was suspended from a school football match only for stating
his personal opinion that there are only two sexes, male and female. (...) Such scenarios throughout
the world are no longer isolated cases, but rather students are being constantly suspended for
standing up for science and truth, and consequently not yielding to the manipulations of trans
activists. Such censure has already been initiated in Macedonia as well. Currently, the focus is on
‘educating’ the media on proper LGBTIQ+ terms and the speech they are allowed to use. Seeing that
LGBTI+ organizations in Macedonia maintain the same format of global LGBTIQ+ organizations, it
would be proper to warn that our schools will soon enforce similar ‘rulebooks’ on limiting the
democratic freedom of speech of the majority.” (Take Responsibility, November 25" 2021)

“LGBT activists are taking job positions of people with proper qualification in education / A REQUIEM
FOR A MINISTER / (...) Not dear Minister Carovska, | truly never intended to deal with you any longer in
my life. But, as people would say — enough is enough! Dimitar Filipovski, an academic sculptor from
Skopje — professor at the High School of Applied Art ‘Lazar Licenovski’ Skopje. (...) / COMMENT [from
Take Responsibility]: The entire letter is worthwhile reading. You will realize that the sole criteria of
Mila Carovska in appointing principals and people on high positions is — either to be part of the LGBTI+
community or to be an LGBTI+ activists and supporter. Without qualified and able staff, education will
be completely destroyed — which was what the (dis) respected Minister managed. Parents and citizens
of Macedonia, we hope this would teach all of us not to make the same mistake at the next elections.
Requiem = Opelo.” (Take Responsibility, December 21°*, 2021)

Finally, it is noteworthy to mention that the current health-political circumstances were
fertile ground to portray schools, dramatically, as prisons for children, places where they suffer and
are deprived of freedom of speech. Some posts and comments in the analysed materials prevail with
opinions on not wearing masks during school hours during the Covid-19 pandemic, interpreted by the
movement as part of the big conspiracy behind the destruction of education.
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“Save us as well (praying emoji) (crying emoji) Come, give us joy and life (crying emoji) (praying
emoji).” (Textbooks and School Presence, October 18" 2021)

8.2. Depriving Children of the right to Access Necessary Information

The dominant discourse on the parental right to uncontested power over their offspring by
introducing control on as many domains in their existence as possible, is based on the secondary, but
equally important, narrative on the need to protect children from certain “minority” groups desiring
to enforce personal agenda and deprive them of their “childish innocence”. This discourse branches
out further into two directions in the educational system by minimizing the role of formal education
and generalizing extra-curricular and informal activities.

8.2.1. Minimizing the Role of Formal Education

First, through the prism of formal education, the best tactic anti-gender movements have at
hand is exploiting the optional subject Comprehensive Sexual Education (CSE), and, second, the
introduction of Gender-sensitive Education (GSE), altering teaching contents, and digitalization. In
discussions related to these several aspects, the only perspective is the parental one, i.e. parents
being asked to liberate their children’s’” education from the chains of the educational system. The
already established binary relation parent-child continues, maintained through the postulate of
protecting the children from premature sexualisation and sexual predators. Anti-gender actors
proclaim themselves as official advocates and representatives of the generalized group “concerned
parents”, recognizing their role to be one of unavoidably advocating for children and their ability to



decide for themselves what they require. However, such declarations go beyond the domain of virtual
lobbying. Anti-gender movements’ leaders publish photographs of submitted requests to educational
institutions (such as the Bureau for Development in Education and the Ministry of Education and
Science) on behalf of the supposed invisible “crowd” of parents supporting them. They give
themselves the right to speak on behalf of the majority, spinning their justifications in uncertain and
pale reasons, such as “receiving a huge number of parents’ and teachers’ requests”. While portraying
state agencies as inaccessible and failing to respond to requests by the general public, they represent
themselves as direct, accommodating and close to the people. The posts are meant to address
followers directly, offering updates on current activities, with a constant reminder of current
achievements and projected ones. Consequently, Facebook users are kept enthusiastic and
encouraged to contribute to a like-minded group of individuals they can actually identify with.

Mainly, when discussing the CSE program, anti-gender mobilization groups publish content
from various materials on CSE as being exposed and interpreted for their true meaning. The
implementation of the program is always discussed anecdotally, the other point of argumentation
being certain supposed individual intentions of the government or civil society organizations, in
addition to the multitude of lies and unverified information. Usually, there is referral to quotes from
individual publications, regardless of whether the material is outdated or cited from official
development CSE programs, combined to distort the facts. Sentences from different paragraphs, and
on various aspects of sexuality, are combined to change the meaning of the original explanation. This
is most obvious in the incorrect quotation of the definition “virgin” from the publication , CSE
Alphabet.”** The pamphlet also includes an illustration aiming to remove the stigma related to
“virginity” among girls and women, who, by personal choice or involuntarily, have had a sexual
intercourse at a certain period in life, considered as premature or too late by the surrounding. The
example also attempts to normalize different bodily reactions during first sexual relations,
distinguishing between facts and myths, and the expectation that first sexual experiences must be
unpleasant or painful. However, anti-gender actors have interpreted this as encouraging minors to
sex, which is just one example of how unethically information is communicated. The research could
not divulge into examining all individual concessions to the truth in order to chart all changes in data,
but certain cases were included to illustrate some of the methods anti-gender movements employ to
achieve their determined goal.

On the other hand, anti-gender movements present themselves as open and transparent
information networks, fighting against the alleged censorship of the truth. Their activities are
supposedly based on trusted work, fact checking and citing public and free available sources of
information. In cases when their posts, on the other hand, are subjected to fact checks and the
opposite is proved, initiators are ostracized as corrupted and financed by foreign donors, denigrating
and disqualifying them as “organizations sponsored by Soros” etc.

“TAKE RESPONSIBILITY has been transparent from the very beginning, supported by facts and evidence
from government-issued documents from around the world, official statistics and statistics and
information issued by the most renowned world media. Transparency being one of the basic work

1 TpajaHoBcKa, /b., amjaHoBcku, B., Hajooscka, X. CCO a36yka. Ckonje: XEPA — Acoumjaumja 3a 34paBCTBEHA
eflyKaumja n nctpaxysarse, 2016.



principles, all links are properly displayed, usually at the bottom of each text, so readers could have
free access to check the facts contained in the texts.” (Take Responsibility”, October 6", 2021)

Declarations of the (non)transparent activities are a precondition for claims of exposed
harmful elements in CSE, GSE, changes in teaching materials and digitalization, perceived as secret
tactics aiming to promote something unacceptable for their traditionalist beliefs (like abortion,
transgender rights and young people’s sexuality, which they tend to ignore). Anti-gender movements
prevent the breakthrough of new knowledge in order to maintain a status quo in the existing
educational system, whether it is an outdated one or not. In the words of Paulo Freire, people rarely
admit “their fear of freedom openly, however, tending rather to camouflage it — sometimes
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unconsciously — by presenting themselves as defenders of freedom.””” Hence, anti-gender actors and

their followers “confuse freedom with maintaining the status quo,”*®

opposing every novelty, each
proposed change in the content or format of learning materials, linking them to a collective
conspiratorial scheme in order to prevent any progress, even technological. The current education
resting on a “banking system” (Freire, Paulo) of unidirectional knowledge flow from professor to
student, goes to their benefit since it never produces critical thinking regarding the teaching
materials, preferring declaration of short-term adopted data and creating passive youth that never

guestions the existing hegemonies in its surrounding.

In the case of the introduction of Comprehensive Sexual Education, individuals with high
social status obtained through their professional titles, tend to declare personal opnions. It enforces
the stigma towards the LGBTIQ community, civil society organizaitons and the government, previously
defined as “the people’s boogieman” acting unidirectionally and together. The researcher and
psychologist, Ana Blazeva, writes on the position of responsibility in the gender fights, indicating to
the consequences of abandoning professional principles and the trust in psychologists as
professionals.”® In times when history is being relativized, times of subtruth, no wonder the public
relies on experts dominant among the public and in media. These “professionals” often diminish the
role of formal education, particularly if it involves Comprehensive Sexual Education, encouraging
atitutudes that school, apart from being physically unsafe, endangers children’s mental health as well.
In addition, such statements often transmit the terrifying message that — unless parents change the
conditions in education, children will be forced to face an even bigger problem long after graduation:

“Comprehensive Sexual Education supports neurosis — Dora Popova Uzunovski, psychologists, Gestalt
psychotherapists, Master in Clinical and Counselling Psychology / since you’re proposing the
introduction of COMPREHENSIVE sexual education, I’'m very interested whether you’re planning to
introduce COMPREHENSIVE LOVE education, since they are both related. Sexuality is a bodily
manifestation of love and they cannot be separated. | mean, technically, they could since the human
brain is divided anyway, and people are used to living with this division instead of integration. Now you
can further divide children by preaching your indoctrination from an early age. In the name of this
division, people are sold all kinds of things, the mind is what it is, it wants to consume precisely this

" Freire, Paulo, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, New York: The Continuum International Publishing Group Inc.,
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and experiment with all kinds of things, collecting all kinds of bullshit in the process, seeking treatment
afterwards (whether a diazepam or something else). (...) The problem is that some of us support
neurosis instead of seeking treatment, and often times people’s condition deteriorates instead of
improving.” (Take Responsibility”, January 7", 2022)

We should also mention content intending to spread fake news related to the introduction of
CSE at pre-school age. Anti-gender actors tread carefully and gradually with regards to this aspect.
First, the improper content is emphasized, followed by the alleged intentions for the subject to be
studied from the start to the end of the educational process, as yet another threat to parents. In this
version of the lies linked to the educational reforms, the message is that children have “no chances”
from the very beginning, hence not being involved in the educational system, such as it is, could be
better.

“The LGBTI+ organization HERA has attempted to push and introduce comprehensive sexual education
in schools ever since 2009, hence the constant pressure on the government and the Ministry of
Education. In 2019, the Ministry of Education and Science, led by the Minister Arber Ademi, accepted
HERA’s idea and started developing a plan on how to implement the idea of introducing CSE at PRE-
SCHOOL AGE. (...) In February 2021, several organizations and groups, i.e. United We Stand Tall and
Take Responsibility, revealed the plans of HERA and the Minister Carovska to introduce LGBTI+ Sexual
Education as early as pre-school age. In February 2021, Minister Carovska fiercely denied this, claiming
we are spreading fake news. In March 2021, HERA and several other LGBTI+ organization, as well as
the Scouts’ Union, concluded that CSE should be introduced at ALL levels of education. (...) In
September 2021, the scandal with the sexual education conducted by the ‘scouts’ during their camp
called “Sex, scouts and rock ‘n roll happened. Do you really need more evidence?” (Take Responsibility,
October 2", 2021)

“The truth is that in 2019, the government decided to introduce CSE in ALL schools. It is a reckless lie
that it was to be studied only in the 9" grade. The official document released by the Ministry of
Education and Science addressed to HERA was categorical — comprehensive sexual education will be
introduced in ALL grades, starting with pre-school age (kindergarten). We recommend that MOE and
BED go through their official documents, or, since they’ve already decided to manipulate the people, at
least see that it’s done professionally, without any visible evidence to support it.” (Take Responsibility,
October 5", 2021)

Gender-sensitive education, as an element of the educational reforms, as opposed to
Comprehensive Sexual Education, in these discourses is circulated as a threat on all levels. Gender
sensitivity is perceived as a danger to public education and part of the “transgender agenda” to be
kept away from children. In order to support its claims against GSE, anti-gender actors use stories of
transgender children who have de-transited with the help of the harmful conversion LGBTIQ therapy.
The introduction of GSE is used as an excuse to propagate reparative theories and postulate incorrect
information contaminating the severity of the transition in another gender identity, transition levels
and personal choice of the individuals who have opted this choice. Anti-gender actors’ narratives

nou

describe transition as “amputating healthy parts of the human body,” “sterilization for lifelong

infertility,” and even “psychological and physical abuse in the hands of educators and our health



system” (United We Stand Tall, October 5", 2021). In addition to the negative portrayal of
transgenderness, such posts encourage feelings of disgust and depicting transgender people,
particularly children, as irretrievable, lost victims of the educational process.

The subject matter covers a specific intrigue connected to the alterations introduced in
teaching materials and curricula as part of the new educational reform implemented by the Ministry
of Education and Science in 2020. On the one hand, the posts express opposition to any changes, and
an initiative to maintain the existing educational configuration at any cost, while on the other, certain
existing content is criticised as newly introduced. Anti-gender actors present themselves
simultaneously as defenders and correctors of educational contents, in order to keep education in
stagnation. In this sense, the educational system, which seldom takes on a criticizing and
emancipatory role, continues to convey outdated knowledge and loses the only other remaining
dimension — being informative. It becomes a tool to strengthen nationalism and popularize right-wing
politics, as a result of which its reformation, within the anti-gender ideology, acquires apocalyptic and
dystopian characteristics. Any change, even related to changing the model of how knowledge is
transferred and learnt, is liken to an attack on tradition, history and religion. Replacing textbooks with
open and flexible teaching materials, the ability for continuous and easy advancement,
complemented with contemporary information, is interpreted as obliterating certain values and
“brainwashing our children” (Save Marriage and Family, December 11", 2021). The reaction to such
misinterpretation of the educational reform manifests in calling the public to: undertake severe
measures, unite the people and “correct the damages already sustained” — with regression, i.e.
maintaining the familiar old education model, deemed as appropriate in lack of functionality.

Any release of news related to the necessity to withdraw certain disputed content from a
textbook is welcomed by anti-gender organizations with comments defending the controversial
chapters. Such is the example with the posts related to the news that the Commission for the
Prevention and Protection against Discrimination adopted an opinion and issued remarks on a 3" year
sociology textbook — reformed secondary school education. The discriminatory, gender-insensitive
and scientifically incorrect information is linguistically sorted in normalizing categories: “normal,”
“natural,” “socially acceptable,” “real” and “scientific” (Take Responsibility, December 29th, 2021).
Additionally, anti-gender activists abuse such situations to associate the disputed contents with
organizations and individuals, denigrating their social media profiles, formal education, professional
knowledge and experience in their field of expertise, claiming that “LGBTI+ organizations are getting
involved in our children’s education as if they are some kind of experts,” adding that debates with
these individuals have succeeded in revealing their lies, although discussion of the sort, of course, has
never occurred. (Take Responsibility, December 29th, 2021).

An example of the fabrications related to the existing textbooks is a post with photographs of
a 5" grade art textbook, in which the chapter on drawing nudes includes various art works as an
illustration. In this case, the disputed textbook is from the current, old program, misrepresented by
anti-gender actors as an example of the new educational reform which goes against each one of their
beliefs. Anti-gender followers describe the mentioned content as age-inappropriate, crazy and vulgar
in comparison to the idealized “education from the past” which produced “many good generations”.
In fact, a prominent anti-gender activist posted comments, calling for united protests and bigger
efforts.
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“5" Grade Art Textbook. Teaching and lessons have touched a new bottom. STOP this vulgarity. You
have ruined future generations. PARENTS, do you agree with this? (Angry emoji) (Textbooks and School
Presence, February 6" 2022)

Last, although, certainly not least important aspect applied in the muystification of the
educational reform, was the digitalization process. The demonstration of the digital platform, seen as
a violation of the principle of one-way communication of information students are supposed to adopt
and relay without having understood it, was welcomed with disapproval by the anti-gender
movement in North Macedonia. The prospective of changing teaching contents pursuant to current
scientific development, the opportunity for children with different needs and approaches to learn the
curricula and access a source of information most suitable to them with a plethora of descriptive
examples, was not seen as promotion of education in anti-gender circles since it was contrary to
enforcing control over children, desired by these actors.

“A parent who gives a book to his child is only doing it harm,” stated Carovska / What are the true
reasons behind Carovska’s insistence that children should not study from books but rather from the
digital platform completely under her control? 1. This way parents lose insight in the curricula. The
digital platform allows dynamics in the curricula, and with literally one click you can add, remove or
change lessons which are to be presented to children. 2. It is a great opportunity for Carovska and her
sect (HERA) to include “propaganda videos” in order to indoctrinate children in destructive liberal
ideologies on sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, changing sex pursuant to the child’s feelings etc.



— something we have observed for some time in Western countries, the main sponsors of Carovska’s
sext (HERA).” (Textbooks and School Presence, October 8", 2021)

8.2.2. Defocusing the public from the real problems

During the research period, anti-gender actors concentrate on two occurrences used to
simulate the incursion of civil society organizations in education via extra-curricular and non-formal
activities, consequently spreading panic among the public. The first alarming situation was the
dissemination of questioners on the international research Health Behaviour in School Aged Children
Study in Macedonia — HBSACSM in North Macedonia, conducted every four years, for the twelfth time
in a row. The strong reaction and parents’ mobilization led to severe consequences in the realization
of the questionnaire, conducted anonymously, with the parent and the student’s permission, with
guestions related to the challenges faced by children aged 11, 13 and 15 (concerning social, mental
and sexual health).

In the name of “protecting children’s innocence,” they impacted the final results of the
national sample, mobilizing parents to prevent children’s’ participation in the questionnaire,
prohibiting as many as 8% of the students to talk about their daily problems and the field in which
they most need help and understanding. Lina Kjostarova Unkovska, a clinical psychologist, specialist in
trauma and crisis psychology and the lead researcher in the 1998 Macedonian HBSCM team, issued a
statement on that occasion. She pointed to the difficulties in the realization of the Study, which
“despite its long tradition in Macedonia, found itself on the moralistic road” of the organized anti-
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gender actors who claimed the questions were “inappropriate for the children,” “prompting them to
do terrible things,” although day-to-day reality testifies that precisely those uncomfortable feelings
are an integrated part of children’s experiences, and bigger efforts need to be made in order to hear
them out.”® In fact, the message sent with the interruption of the questionnaire has an obvious
premeditation. The parents lobbying claimed the questions were in no way related to the children’s
health, spreading tension in the public with suggestions that the remaining unknown questions must
have certainly been dangerous, controversial and indecent, i.e. upsetting to the children. Discussions
went so far that anti-gender followers claimed the questionnaires were not anonymous at all, and
that children’s location was exposed to abusers, rapists and pedophiles and “their destruction in front

of everybody” by LGBTIQ activists.

,Dragana Spasevska: DEAR PARENTS! The study | previously informed you about, and for which the
school needs your consent is being conducted! If you fail to sign, you indirectly give consent for your
child to be surveyd! But how? The survey is controversial, dangerous, enforcing controversial and
indecent contents, acts and behaviours to our children! (...) | can only imagine what those 70 questions
contained! | can only imagine what those 70 questions were! PARENTS ARE UPSET AND WORRIED!!! It
is quite normal to do surveys and research, but the INTENTION, however, here is DIFFERENT!!! | ASK
ALL THE PRINCIPALS, HEADS OF CLASSESS, TO BE CAREFUL WHAT THEY SERVE TO THE CHILDREN!!!

20 Roctaposa YHKOBCKa, /nHa, [Cmas] Kako da ce uzbopume 3a demcku xusom?. Pagmno MO®, centemspu
2022.



EVEN WHEN A SURVEY IS ANONIMOUS, THE PRINCIPAL AND A TEACHER MUST READ IT AND INFORM
THE PARENTS!!I ALL OTHER EXCUSES ARE GROUNDLESS!” (Take Responsibility, March 30" 2022)

The second circumstance in which children’s extra-curricular activities were criticized was the
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camp scandal entitled “Autumn kisses and hugs, sex scouts and rock ‘n roll”, organized by the First
Skopje Scout Detachment, in which under the guise of sexual education, students were forced to
simulate sexual activities. Although the Health Education and Research Association called the
institutions to act urgently, denying any connection to the event”, the anti-gender movement
defined the case as abuse and premature sexualisation of children by civil society organizations, and
specifically by HERA, portrayed as close to the government and the judiciary system. Namely, the
entire development of the case with the scout camp was framed as part of a larger Western trend
and conspiracy targeting Macedonia as well, under the umbrella of which thousands of children had
been sexually abused abroad. The result was defocusing the public and the institutions from taking

specific measures to solve the case.

“For those of you watching a lot of movies, imagining prosecutors as detectives protecting the helpless
people, particularly children, we recommend you face reality. This is Macedonia and NO ONE will
protect your children, except for yourselves! Let’s not forget that the LGBTI+ organization HERA has

been connected with the camp for years, the organization tailoring the education of your children.
(Take Responsibility, March 30", 2022)

8.3. Mobilization towards Systematic Degradation and Discrimination

All anti-gender narratives and visual tactics enforce powerful pressure and panic among the
general population and institutions, in order to: (1) advocate for amendments to current legislation,
(2) encourage a change of the government and positions of certain politicians in it and (3)
participation in the creation of various policies.

The first approach is visible in the advocacy for amendments to the new Law on Primary
Education, adopted in July 2019. In this context, they recommend complete abolition of the
educational reform and revisiting previous curricula, pointing to the period before the political parties
signed the Declaration to support CSE, initiated by the Youth Platform for Comprehensive Sexual
Education in 2017.%” Additionally, there is the broadcast of news from abroad, presented as good
practices, specifically in the case with the new Hungarian Law against LGBT Indoctrination of Children
(adopted in July 2021) and the Law on Parents’ Rights in Education in Florida, enforced in July 2022.

“Hungarian Prime Minister — Orban initiated a referendum to strengthen the position against Brussels
with regards to the new Hungarian Law against LGBT Indoctrination of children, i.e. the so-called Law
against Paedophilia. ‘| don’t care what Brussels says about our new Law on protection of children and |
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don’t want the Venetian Commission telling Hungarians how to raise their children’.” “Is Macedonia

! HERA issues a reaction: We did not organize the scout event Sex Scouts and Rock’n’Roll. “Sloboden pecat,
September 2022.

*> HERA — Health Education and Research Association, Ten Parties for Comprehensive Sexual Education, January
2022. Available at: https://hera.org.mk/10-partii-se-obvrzaa-za-sso/
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ever going to have a prime minister who will stand in defence of its children?” (Textbooks and School
Presence, December 4", 2021)

“On Thursday, in Florida (USA) a law prohibiting discussions of gender identity and sexual orientation
in schools was passed. The Parental Rights in Education Act gives parents bigger insight in curricula
and what children are learning and discussing in school. Of course, LGBTI+ activists and progressives
did not like this, who with the intention to deny parents their rights, used their favourite terms —
‘homophobic, transphobic and discriminatory’ law, including President Joe Bidden, who characterized
it as ‘hateful’. According to the Law, ‘there will be no more classroom instructions by school staff or
outside individuals on sexual orientation and gender identity, starting from preschool, to 3d grade, or
in a manner deemed inappropriate for the age or development of students, in accordance with state
standards’.” (Take Responsibility, February 27", 2022)

The second anti-gender approach is manipulation about who truly possesses the alleged
power to change the government and individual politicians, the effect of which is quite severe on the
public, and often underestimated by politicians. The subject matter reveals this in the constant
monitoring of the actions undertaken by the former Minister of Education and Science, Mila Carovska,
whose change they considered a personal victory, made on behalf of the anonymous “majority of
parents.”

“Dear parents and citizens of Macedonia, Mila Carovska is no longer the Minister of Education! (...)
This is just a small battle won to our, the parents’, benefit, and to the benefit of our children. However,

further battles await. Let us show the next government and the future minister of education, whoever

it might be, that they should deserve our voices, serve the people who pay them, that our children
belong to us, not to the state, and that they have no rights to meddle with their psycho-physical
development. Should the next government make any attempts to play some perfid and manipulative
games, we won’t stay silent! Regardless of who forms the government, the power is in us, in our desire
to provide peaceful childhood for our children! OUR CHILDREN ARE OUR FUTURE?” (Take
Responsibility, November 6", 2021)

The last approach refers to the direct participation of anti-gender actors in the creation of

different policies, potentially to be realized in near future due to their demands for a working body in
the Ministry of Education and Science to revise the Primary Education Concept, adopted in December
2020. Plotting the creation of such a body occurred under the excuse that “the parent also has the
right to be involved in what is thrown at their child with the new reform concepts,” not just “financed
profiteering organizations propagading for years in Macedonia in order to infiltrate in education and
introduce their gender concept” (Textbooks and School Presence, March 5" 2022). In order to
achieve this demand, anti-gender actors claim to be advocating by asking direct meetings with the
Ministry of Education and Science, meetings with MPs, organizing protests and participation in
various TV shows.
“To every parent: watch Dragana Spasovska’s appearance in the show ‘Good Morning, Every Morning’
on TV Alfa with Iskra. Every word is worth hearing in order to be informed accurately on all
circumstances children in education happen to be in due to a group of NGOs and marginalized
communities and enforced surveys of students in primary schools throughout Macedonia. React on
time. All in the interest of the children.” (Textbooks and School Presence, March 6" 2022)



Lastly, this type of anti-gender advocacy activities in North Macedonia maintained the status
quo in education, externalizing danger outside the range of family and home, and transferring it in the
domain of school environments, silencing children, immobilizing institutions and the government in
their attempt to continue the adoption and proposal of the planned educational reforms and
strengthening the marginalized position of the LGBTIQ community. Additionally, aware of
international events, the movement has the potential to cause regression in the current educational
system by amending certain laws and introducing new ones, increasing restrictions in schools and
endangering children’s privacy, destroying the careers of the few teachers willing to adapt critical
practices in the inflexible educational system and significantly decreasing the quota of people desiring
to work in education. Unfortunately, regardless of the outcome, mobilization in order to cause
regression in the educational system will most certainly strengthen the position of LGBTIQ people as
“disposable”, particularly LGBTIQ children, “relocating them to the margins and removing them from
the eyes of the public” (Giroux, Henry A.).”> Furthermore, such “pedagogic practice”, typical for
neoliberal pedagogy, will certainly result with bigger control and affect the broader culture and the
ability for developing critical thought, but it would also “remove the discourse of democracy or its
remnants within and outside of schools.”**

2 Giroux, Henry A., On Critical Pedagogy. New York: The Continuum International Publishing Group, p. 92.
24 .
Ibid, p. 8.



Overview of Key Findings

The publication is the product of a research on anti-gender movements’ key strategies in the
Republic of North Macedonia. A total of 269 pieces were analysed, published on four different social
media, i.e. Facebook profiles and Facebook groups for anti-gender mobilization (see chapter 1.6.
Sampling Strategy). In terms of authorship gender balance, 28.3% were written by men, 8.5% by
women, and in 63.2% the authors were unknown or the texts ere (re)posted from Facebook profiles
making the definition of the author’s gender in those cases difficult to determine. Out of the total
number of texts, 22.6% were initiated by the moderators of the profiles and groups, while 62.2% were
pieces published from Facebook profiles acting as admins to the groups. In only 15.2% of the cases,
the posts were authored by members and supporters, meaning the dynamic of the groups and
profiles was defined mostly by the frequency of posts by anonymous authors.

The analysis differentiates between: the ideological grounds of: (1) the traditionally-
conservative part of society with negative opinions on feminism and LGBTIQ rights and (2) anti-gender
movements. Anti-gender movements are international or transnational movements opposing what
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they call “gender ideology” or “gender theory”. Anti-gender movements comprise of anti-gender
actors with various characteristics, depending on the time and geographical context of their acting. A
unifying element for anti-gender actors is the ability to “cram various discourses into a single big
threat” and construct “gender/gender ideology” as an “attack on at least one of the three Ns, these

actors claim to defend: nature, nation and normality.

In the Macedonian context, there are several anti-gender organizations and groups currently
active, as well as the Coalition for the Protection of Our Children®, uniting 26 entities (civil society
associations, informal initiatives, religious groups and political parties)®®. The Coalition had not been
formed yet during the research period, and is not a subject of research. The analysis includes texts of
several Macedonian anti-gender initiatives: Take Responsibility, United We Stand Tall, Textbooks and
School Presence and Save Marriage and Family. The research pointed to different focusses. United
We Stand aims to mobilize against gender sensitive education and trans-gender rights, and is one of
the leading anti-vaccination organizations advocating against mandatory vaccination of children and
mandatory wearing masks at schools as part of the Covid-19 protection measures. Take Responsibility
is predominantly engaged on mobilization against promotion of transgender right policies and the
LGBTIQ movement. The informal initiative Textbooks and School Presence focusses mostly on
mobilization against gender-sensitive and comprehensive sexual education, as well as other aspects in
the educational reforms, initiated in 2020. The informal initiative Save Marriage and Family is mostly
fixed on promoting religious and patriarchal perceptions of marriage and family, and mobilization
against initiatives aiming to promote LGBTIQ rights in the community. All mentioned groups and
organizations are members of the “Coalition for Protection of the Children”.

We define anti-gender movements as an organized form of acting against what they call
“gender ideology,” a form uniting different actors. However, the concept of “gender ideology” is such
a fluid idea, conceptualized divergently and applied differently depending on the specific anti-gender
group, making it difficult to pinpoint to a single definition. As we mentioned earlier, anti-gender

%> For more visit: https://www.zadecata.org/
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actors and groups vary ideologically, the sustainable factor in their coalitions being mobilization
against “gender ideology”. Consequently, the most exploited definition of “gender ideology”
describes the term as an “empty signifier”. Anti-gender actors manage to successfully construct the
“empty signifier”, i.e. “gender ideology” as an idea channelling several issues into one big threat to
which different actors can connect (Kuhar & Paternotte, 2017). The common framework is the
construction of “gender ideology” as the biggest threat on the alleged: normality, nature and
common sense.

From the corpus of texts published by Macedonian anti-gender groups elaborating “gender
ideology,” four key features of the definition can be distinguished

The first feature refers to the binary opposition natural-artificial applied on the understanding
of sex and gender dynamics, depicting sex as natural, and gender as an artificial construct produced
with a certain goal. The research showed that anti-gender actors avoid complex responses to difficult
questions, such as “What is gender”?, “What is femininity/masculinity?” and “What is sexuality”?.
Simple, even banal explanations are used, seeming as acceptable to the general public. Instead of
acceptance and attempting to understand the intricate dynamics behind gender and gender identity,
anti-gender movements focuss solely on “biology (with a strictly limited grasp on it) as the only source
of absolute truth and knowledge, and accordingly as the only source of social stability and cohesion”
(Denkovski, Bernarding & Lunz, 2021).

The second characteristic refers to creating a binary opposition between the concepts of
science and theory, applied on biology (defined by anti-gender movements as a scientific discipline)
and gender studies (defined by anti-gender movements as an ideological tackle and non-scientific
theory). Macedonian anti-gender movements maintain the position that gender studies are not a
scientific discipline, the main intention being to deflect academic interest on gender. By negating
gender studies and the concept of gender, they dislocate the political mobilization on promoting the
rights and social status of transgender people.

Insisting on “the invincible force that is biology/sex” is the third feature, relayed through
detransition cases among transgender people. The research showed that anti-gender actors use
people who have detransitioned in order to prove the “invincible” power of “biology”, “nature” and
“common sense”. The manipulation of such rhetoric is underlined in the fact that anti-gender
movements portray detransition as more frequent than it occurs in reality, spreading delusions
among the public on gender transition. Finally, the key goal is to depict trans people as temporarily
confused or suffering from a misdiagnosed psychological disorder. In addition, anti-gender
movements employ such narratives to “prove” that being transgender can be enforced (on innocent,
small children), which is precisely the goal of LGBTIQ+ activists.

The fourth feature is the possibility for such gender discussions to be included in specific laws,
policies and practices aiming to promote the rights and status of marginalized communities. Anti-
gender initiatives in the country, within its limited existence as an organized movement, has already
experienced two important legal victories — one in the field of education and another in the field of
legal gender recognition for transgender people. Mobilization against the latest draft-Law on Civil
Registry (regulating the legal gender recognition procedure) resulted in the Coalition for Protection of
Children, listing 26 members at present, most of which are civil society organizations and informal



groups, but also political parties and religious groups. Despite the fact that legal gender recognition is
purely an administrative procedure, the movements managed to enforce the narrative that the law
allows sex change. In their lobbying for the withdrawl of the Law from parliamentary procedure, anti-
gender actors did not abstain from fake news, manipulation and moral panic to cause paranoia and
fear not only among the population but also among decision-makers. Consequently, the application of
common manipulative strategies made legal gender recognition an issue of protecting women and
children (more on this in Chapter 6), warning against “hidden agendas” of the LGBTIQ activists striving
to destroy society and the state (more on this in Chapter 5) and opening the door for conspiracy
theories.

Futhermore, right-wing populism or populism in general is significantly prevalent in literature
on anti-gender movements. As revealed by research on anti-gender movements, contemporary anti-
gender discourses are structured as populist discourses, particularly in their essential feature:
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understanding the world as a dynamic among the majority of “gender-normal, natural” people,
represented allegedly by anti-gender movements, and the corrupted, morally unclean elites spreading
“gender ideology”. The research on Macedonian anti-gender movements indicated that the populist
discourse is dominant in the treatment of almost any topic of interest. We came upon a corpus of
texts containing key features of right-wing populism examined through the definitions included in the

analysis. Four subtopics were distinguished within this corpus of texts.

In the first subtopic we analysed anti-gender narratives aiming to present “gender ideology” as
imported from the “rotten West,” in other words, capitalizing on the existent growing anti-EU or EU
sceptic positions in the country. Research indicates that anti-gender ideology in former socialist
countries has gained an exceptionally nationalistic form, visible in the opposition of gender equality
western ideologies, argued with narratives on “national sovereignty and the chance to restore the
earned place in Europe’s moral geography” (Graff & Korolczuk, 2022). Within right-wing populism,
this position obtains the following form: antagonism between “the corrupted global elite” (West, EU,
Liberal West) and “the innocent and pure population” (Macedonians, natural men and women from
Macedonia, the Balkan). In other words, “the people,” construed through the narratives of
Macedonian anti-gender movements, is a community of traditional, religious, simple and moral
people under threat of Western secularism and liberalism. Anti-gender narratives in North Macedonia
are not explicitly nationalistic, but they are easily adaptable to local nationalistic frameworks and
feelings.

In the second subtopic we analysed narratives demonizing the current civil society in North
Macedonia, i.e. strategies on painting an image of specific individuals or organizations as “the
corrupted elite”. Within anti-gender strategies, demonizing “gender”, or the so-called “gender
ideology,” serves to encourage and intensify social polarization and delegitimize political opponents,
liberal or progressive speakers and certain individuals or civil society organizations. The key argument
in such movements in North Macedonia is the alleged implementation of “monstrous agendas” from
the West, through certain local individuals or civil society organizations in it for the “fat pay check”,
“the big money”. The analysis of the selected texts revealed that the key focus when demonizing
“gender”, i.e. the construction of “the corrupted elites”, is placed on the LGBTIQ community and
movement. Despite the LGBTIQ community being the most vulnerable to discrimination and the most
marginalized in Macedonian society (Kimov & Kimova, 2019), anti-gender actors successfully portray
it completely the opposite. Hence, the LGBTIQ community and activists are depicted as a small but



powerful and privileged group, “enforcing” its own agendas on the rest, “normal” part of the
population, i.e. “the pure Macedonian people”.

In the third subtopic we analysed strategies of representing anti-gender initiatives as those of
the “common people,” i.e. strategies of constructing “the common people” suffering because of “the
corrupted elite.” Anti-gender movements’ need to construct the “majority” is almost identical to the
one of right-wing populist. It aims to further present anti-gender groups or populist leaders and
parties as representatives of the people, i.e.as the only political group and subjects allowed to
represent the people. Anti-gender groups, as well as right-wing populist parties and leaders, and no
one else (regardless whether it is a group, association or a political party) is allowed and cannot
represent social groups or policies. In other words, only anti-gender organizations can be considered
as authentic and pure civil society, since, according to this logic, they represent 99% of the citizens on
Earth. Precisely due to these reasons, the construction of the majority is exceptionally important for
anti-gender initiatives.

Finally, in the fourth subtopic we analysed strategies on creating “the new elite” opposite “the
corrupted elite,” as the true protector of “the people, the common people.” The goal of anti-gender
movements in North Macedonia is reinforcing cultural and political hegemony of conservatism,
patriarchy and clericalism. However, anti-gender movements are particularly cautious in the
implementation of such strategies. Consequently, local politicians and parties are selected almost
never or quite rarely, the focus being placed instead on world leaders. Relationships and
collaborations with right-wing or conservative political parties are often veiled, but can be sensed
through: a) the use of anti-gender movement language by certain politicians, b) members of certain
political parties supporting activities organized by anti-gender initiatives (protests, petitions etc.) and
¢) mutual criticism of “progressive policies” created by left-wing parties. This analysis of Macedonian
anti-gender movements refrains from claims that anti-gender actors originate necessarily from
certain political parties or act on their behalf. Despite sharing closer ideological similarities with right-
wing than centre or left-wing political parties, anti-gender organizations or groups act relatively
independently and autonomously. The opportunistic synergy with certain political elites was
important because such collaborations disclose the real power assisting these movements in
becoming the creators not only of social opinions, but also of policies and laws affecting the lives of
many marginalized groups.

In a separate subchapter we examined anti-gender movement strategies on intensifying the
polarization, division and separation in feminist and women’s movements. Questions on gender and
sex, particularly on transgender people, were examined through the relations between anti-gender
movements and gender-critical feminists. Gender-critical feminism is generally known as “trans-
exclusionary radical feminism” (TERF), rejected by gender-critical feminists as insulting. We separated
5 subtopics from this topic in an attempt to examine the strategies of dividing the feminist
movement.

The first subtopic refers to discourse strategies on representing trans women as a danger,
particularly to women and children. A substantial part of the texts written by anti-gender groups refer
to trans women, with the majority representing them as “monsters,” “murderers,” and “rapists”. The
authors call trans women “man,” “women with penises,” “men dressed up as women,” portraying
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them as exceptionally dangerous, particularly for women and children. Some of the titles researched
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include: “Man — Serial Killer, Transferred to Female Prison,” “The Brasilian Marie Claire Proclaimed a
Transsexual, Pimp and Child Molester as a Top Women’s Rights Activist,” “England: Transgender
Person Rapes a Patient, Hospital Covers It up for a Year,” “Woman’ aping babies,” etc. In the texts
analysed, trans women are almost without exception called “women with penises”, highlighting
sexuality and sexual characteristics to cause fear and disgust among the public. Mostly, the texts are
accompanied with visual materials, images of transwomen looking “evil”, images of trans women with
prominent male features next to images of women and girls in order to suggest vulnerability. The
research revealed that most of the cases are real and serious criminal acts, conducted by several trans
women, or men falsely presenting themselves as trans women. However, the manipulation lies in the
attempts to use these isolated cases to depict the entire transgender community, particularly trans
women (trans men are hardly ever mentioned) as dangerous and monstrous. These texts intentionally
fail to mention that statistics point to trans women as the most vulnerable to violence. According to
the LGBTI research of the EU Agency for Fundamental rights, around 20% of transgender people in EU
had been victims to physical or sexual violence in the last 5 years, the percent being higher in North
Macedonia than other countries, amounting to 39%. Applying such a manipulative strategy, anti-
gender movements capitalize on women’s factual vulnerability and the broad presence of various
forms of violence against women and girls, as well as gender-based violence. Building on the fact that
women are vulnerable to violence and are often victims of violent behaviour, a fact accepted as a
broad social consensus, anti-gender movements go a step further. The manipulative strategies help
them portray trans women as violators, removing the focus from the complex power positions to a
marginalized community, dumping male, institutional, systematic violence against women on its
shoulders.

The second subtopic refers to discoursive strategies on portraying trans women as usurpers of
female spaces, i.e. achievements. The key narratives here focus on depicting trans women as vicious
thieves, successfully depriving “real” women of the few privileged places and positions. Anti-gender
movements generate and support divisions in the feminist movement by creating a negative image on
trans women, portraying them as dangerous enemies of “real” women and children. Consequently,
anti-gender movements call to an exclusionary policy where feminism is solely interested in certain
subjects successfully defined as “real” women with the use of further discourse strategies, as opposed
to those defined as “fake/masked women”. Hence, a significant portion of the texts published by anti-
gender movements in North Macedonia are messages aiming to cause anger due to the alleged loss
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of positions and status enjoyed by women in the “good old days”. Interestingly, precisely such
seemingly lost spaces are, on the one hand, spaces in which women have been traditionally neglected
or excluded (for instance, sport), while on the other hand, spaces and positions which, although
traditionally occupied by women, are often targeted by feminist criticism (for instance, beauty
pageants, magazine covers, etc.). As was pointed with the selected texts and images, anti-gender
movements are not so much concerned with the real inclusion of women in all aspects of social and
political living, as much as they are concerned with the false perception that women are excluded on
account of trans women. All positions of the alleged usurpation are clearly marked in their posts.
Consequently, the victims of this loss are the “real” women, with the guilty party being “fake” women,
trans women, LGBTI activists, Western elites, etc. Anti-gender movements apply the positions of
power, depicted in this manner, i.e. as trans women being more privileged by women, to advocate for
their own definitions of feminism, according to which mobilization and activism on improving trans
rights and status are impossible. In other words, feminism, according to anti-gender movements,
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belongs solely to biological women, excluding gender as the most important analytical category of
feminism, consequently limiting the movement but also making feministic political mobilization
resting on socially constructed realities and power relations rather than on biological as impossible.



The third subtopic attempts to disclose the manners in which anti-gender actors create
discourses on what “real” women are. The texts analysed are particularly valuable in helping us read
the strategies and policies of belonging, created by demarking those who belong from the bodies and
subjects who don’t belong, other bodies, dangerous subjects. The goal is to first define real women,
then outline real feminism dealing with “real” and not “fake” women. Crucial means to achieve this
belonging and unity among women, in order to introduce them to anti-gender initiatives, is
capitalizing on the most important date in feminism — March 8". All anti-gender organizations and
groups in North Macedonia celebrate and mark Women'’s International Day, demonstrating how their
mission is not “anti-women”, but on the contrary, aiming to allegedly protect women. However, anti-
gender posts on this occasion refrain from celebrating the historical struggle of women, the success
of feminist struggles and current and future equality struggles, rather simply defining real women,
spreading false panic on the true enemy of women — transgender people, LGBTIQ activists or civil
society sublimated in the image of “Soros mercenaries.” In other words, March 8" becomes abused
to define “real” women as mothers, menstruating creatures who give birth, recreating traditional
representations of women as wives, mothers and housewives.

In the fourth subtopic we examined thoroughly issues on women and sexual purity by studying
topics on sex work/prostitution. Anti-gender movements advocate for quite crude, fixed framework
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on “real” women, excluding (trans-women, for instance) or “converting” (sex workers, for instance)
each woman who does not fit the mould. Female sexuality is a true taboo for anti-gender movements.
The only point of interest in female sexuality is reproduction, i.e. the ability to reproduce and create
families. Female sexuality does not exist beyond marriage and family. Sex work as a topic is never
employed towards “saving” women but rather to denigrate specific civil society organizations and
activists, and encourage division between “real” and “fake” feminism (similarly to the previous
subtopic and the division between “real” and “fake” women). Consequently, sex workers as biological
women are considered as candidates, not for exclusion, but rather conversion. Discursively, they are
framed as the “poor girls,” manipulated by specific civil society organizations, depicted as the
embodiment of evil, on the other hand. Such pure evil, as anti-gender initiatives warn, does not end
there. First of all, men will become women, women turned into immoral and impure subjects,
children sexually and gender confused “neither men nor women” — all this spiced with light drugs and
atheism. Conspiratory elements are quite common for anti-gender narratives, aiming to mark the
enemy — trans activists, LGBTIQ activists, but also all progressive voices in society.

Finally, the fifth subtopic attempts to analyze direct strategies on creating division and discord
between the feminist and LGBTIQ movement. Divisions in the feminist movement on the position of
transgenderness and understanding gender are nothing new. However, feminists joining anti-gender
movements is a novelty, since their ideological positions are contrary to the key values of feminism.
Such odd coalitions are nowadays a political reality, not only within feminist debates but also activism,
policies and legislation. For instance, denying legal gender recognition, i.e. preventing trans-gender
people to change the sex marker in personal identification documents in North Macedonia was the
result of joint efforts of women’s organizations and anti-gender movements. The discord inside the
feminist movement and between the feminist and LGBTIQ movement, even the discord within the
LGBTIQ movement, rooted in the different positions regarding transgender people, was intensified by
anti-gender movements. Finally, the only ones to benefit from this division are anti-gender actors,
with feminists, LGBTIQ activists and, of course, transgender people as the most marginalized in
society, being the losing party.



The next subject of analysis were anti-gender movements and (un)successful families,
relationships and partnerships. Three subtopics here examine anti-gender tendencies to: relativize the
concept of togetherness and commoning, simulating attacks on heteronormative families and calling
to civil participation following the exclusion principle.

The first subtopic analyses the types of communities preferred by anti-gender movements
towards dominating the concept of common. Anti-gender discourse refers solely to heteronormative
success in partnerships, maintained through a specific form of pressure and propaganda, citing
politicians, artists, therapists, missionaries and life coaches. Anti-gender movement posts never
mention different types of partnerships, automatically removed and declared as “unsuccessful.”
Marriage is perceived as a personal life success, preferring its longevity to the partners’ abilities and
desires. Those outside this matrix are socially rejected as incapable individuals nurturing thantalogical
and necrophiliac tendencies, and interpreting marital union as a life sentence. Consequently,
harassment and marital violence are ignored in the long-term, hiding under the veil of marital service.
On a linguistic level, the terminology uses a narrow spectre of verbs, proposing spouses are obliged
to: forgive, endure, pardon and suffer. Additionally, remaining in the marriage is interpreted as a
hidden national debt the individual owns to state and prosperity. Individual happiness found beyond
marriage is considered as a direct threat on collective harmony, wellbeing, moral and progress in
society.

In the second subtopic we deal with the anti-gender need to simulate attacks on the heteronormative
family, in order to preserve it as the “building cell of society.” Anti-gender ideology perceives family as
the centre, demonstrating its power in this “moral” system by constantly forging its break-down/fall,
which, on the other hand, further enforces its position and power. It is understood as a community of
two heterosexual parents producing many children. Contexualized in this manner, families are only
those communities based and built on the principle of “linear increase.” They are entrusted with the
obligation to create “prosperity” and relay that obligation to future generations. Consequently, all
communities failing to satisfy the basic parameters of the “family” are socially unacceptable and
undesirable. Additionally, they are portrayed as its chief enemies and a direct threat to the heritage
expressed in the quantity of the population, i.e. rules of behaviour expected to be relayed to future
generations, which these supposed opponents are not going to support. Those daring to leave the
nucleus of the desired family are described as irresponsible and narcissist, searching for quick and
short-term pleasures.

In the last subtopic of the Chapter we examine the calls for civil participation anti-gender movements
make, always following the principle of exclusion. In order for this position on marriage and family to
be unquestionably accepted and fortified, anti-gender content introduces threatening stories from
abroad. These involve cases of interrogation, condemnation and criminalization of certain practices,
such as hate speech. Hence, domestic legislation registers as backwards and problematic, followed by
initiatives demanding the withdrawal of certain documents legally guaranteeing freedom and non-
discrimination. Advocating for the rejection of conventions and other documents is always based on
proving that their implementation is the direct result of previously tarnished LGBTIQ people or civil
society organizations. Consequently, anti-gender ideology profiles these as the greatest enemies of
traditional family due to their: 1) different behaviour in society and 2) ability to stop transmitting
imposed duties and values by creating horizontal rather than vertical collectives.



In the last research topic, we examined anti-gender expansion in education. The permeation of anti-
gender discourses in the educational system was analysed through the introduction of the binary
children and adults, which further causes a series of layers. In this first division, children are presented
as innocent and vulnerable, as opposed to the adults, who are the sole guardians of knowledge. The
dominant discourse in this prism is the parent’s right to decide what their children have the right to
know. The secondary discourse is the child’s right to be protected from various marginalized social
groups believed to abuse children in order to enforce personal agendas. Consequently, children are
described as passive subjects under immediate threat, a threat spreading and posing danger to
parents, young people, teaching staff, and the future of the broader community, history, nationality
and future of civilization. The range of endangered issues increases, evolving into a “funnel” into
which social problems are poured. Several subtopics were introduced in this part: 1) depriving the
parental right, followed by demands for increased monitoring of school environments, 2) depriving
the child’s right to access necessary information, followed by: minimizing the role of formal education
and defocusing the public from true problems and 3) anti-gender mobilization towards systematic
degradation and discrimination.

In the first subtopic on depriving the parent’s right in anti-gender discourses, we attempted to
investigate the function of the parent giving knowledge and controlling the child within the educational
system. In this sense, anti-gender actors mostly differentiate between “primitive” and “modern”
parents. This newly proclaimed group of “primitive” and endangered parents see parenthood as
something to be possessed and “devotedly” given to children, to be reciprocated with gratitude and
respect from the collective. This role is associated with parents’” “duties” in heteronormative
traditions on linear continuation of family and prosperity. Consequently, an “exclusive adult arena,””’
is created, where knowledge on sexuality is set aside only for parents, while children are perceived as
asexual subjects, with no desires, imagination or phantasies, even actual experiences (Robinson, Kerry
H.). They are inserted in the category of the “innocent Others” and fictively protected by “denying

7?8 (Ibid.) to a bulk of information necessary before reaching adulthood. In addition,

them access
various propaganda calls parents as the “real guardians” of children. In this context, the opportunity
to control them is perceived as the uncontested inherited power only parents are allowed to abuse.
The position they take is that of independent “overseers” of children who are to be monitored and
are expected to continue this “pedagogy of oppression” in future (Freire, Paulo.)”. The danger in such
control lies in its expansion into different domains in the children’s world, such as school and other
environments in which they circulate. In order to achieve this, anti-gender movements act towards
creating different, constantly monitored environment, relativizing the role of all other public
educational institutions they no longer trust. In fact, all state bodies are portrayed as suspicious

agents working against the public interest, conspiring the cover up of information.

The second subtopic in this last chapter examines children losing their right to access necessary, secure
information, as an element of the secondary, but equally important anti-gender narrative related to
advocating for protection of children from certain “minority’ groups allegedly enforcing personal

7 Robinson, Kerry H., In the Name of ‘Childhood Innocence’, Cultural Studies Review, Vol. 14, No. 2, September
2008, p. 116.

% Ibid. p. 121.

* Freire, Paulo, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, New York: The Continuum International Publishing Group Inc.,
2005, p. 46.



agendas on them, in an attempt to deprive them of their “childish innocence”. The second discourse
branches out into two directions, penetrating the educational system by minizing the role of formal
education and generating extra-curricular and informal activities.

First, the best tactic available to anti-gender movements in this context is attacking the optional
subject Comprehensive Sexual Education, the introduction of Gender-sensitive Education, changes in
teaching contents and digitalization. Such discussions convey parents’ perspectives in terms of their
obligation to fight and liberate children from the chains of the educational system. The established
binary relationship of a parent-child remains, sustained through the postulate of protecting children
from premature sexualisation and sexual predators. Anti-gender actors are self-proclaimed official
advocates and representatives of a generalized group of “concerned parents,” identifying their
parental role as taking a stand to voice children’s needs. However, these proclamations exceed the
domain of virtual lobbying. Anti-gender leaders publish photograph of requests filed to educational
institutions on behalf of the supposed invisible “crowd” of parents standing behind them in support.
They have the audacity to speak on behalf of the majority, concealing their justifications in vague,
uncertain terms, such as “the huge number of requests from parents and teachers”. Portraying state
bodies as being inaccessible and uncommunicative with the general public, they claim to be direct,
attentive and close to the people. The stream of new knowledge is thus prevented, due to their goal
to maintain the status quo in the existing educational system, whether outdated or not. In the words
of Paulo Freire, people rarely admit "their fear of freedom openly, however, tending to camouflage it,

739 Consequently, anti-
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sometimes unconsciously, by presenting themselves as defenders of freedom.
gender actors and their followers “confuse freedom with the maintenance of the status quo,
opposing every novelty, every proposed change in the content or format, all connected in a joint
conspitatory scheme aiming to prevent any progress, even technological one. The current education
resting on a “banking system” (Freire, Paulo) of a unidirectional transmission of knowledge from
teacher to student, due to the lack of any critical thinking, prefers instead a declamation of short-term
learned data, creating a passive youth without the ability to question existing hegemonies in their
surroundings.

Finally, the third subtopic, examines anti-gender mobilization directly encouraging systematic
degradation and discrimination. As previously seen, narratives and visual anti-gender tactics trigger
fierce pressure and panic among the public and institutions in order to: 1) advocate towards
amendments to current legislation, 2) impact a change in government and the positions of certain
politicians in it and 3) participate in the creation of various policies. Their activities in North
Macedonia helped maintain the status quo in education, exteriorizing danger beyond the family and
home, transferring it to the school environment, silencing children, immobilizing institutions and
authorities in continuing with the adoption and proposal of planned educational reforms, and
reinforcing the marginalized position of the LGBTIQ community. Further stagnation in current
education may be caused by amending certain laws and introducing new, harsher restrictions in
schools encroaching on children’s privacy could be introduced, the careers of the few teachers
enthusiastic in applying critical practices in the inflexible educational system destroyed and the quota
of people willing to even work in education be significantly decreased. Finally, anti-gender

** Freire, Paulo, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, New York: The Continuum International Publishing Group Inc.,
2005, p. 36.
* Ibid.



movements in this country will most certainly enforce the stigma on LGBTIQ as a “disposable”
category of people, particularly LGBTIQ children who would be “transferred into the margins and
removed from the eyes of the public” (Giroux, Henry A.)32. Anti-gender control in education is
solidifying, which undoubtedly impacts the broader culture and ability for developing a critical
thought, but it would also “remove the discourse of democracy in and outside of education.”**

32 Giroux, Henry A., On Critical Pedagogy. New York: The Continuum International Publishing Group, p. 92.
33 .
Ibid. p. 8.
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